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THOMAS GRAY. 



Thsrh are few, perhaps, that have read and ad- 
mired the Elegy in a Country Chnrcfayftrd, who 
liave not resized the Authiw'i pathetic prediction, 
tlat the sympathy he diaplayed for the fortunes of 
the indigent and ignoble, wonld excite in Burvivors 
an inqniring interest after his own. This interest 
was indeed evinced in the eagemeM with which the 
I<etters of the Poet were read after his death, and 
ia still shown in their' nitdimiushed popularity. 
The causes of this contiaued favour might affiird 
matter for cnrions and useful inquiry in the present 
day, when it is the fashion for poets to anticipate 
all porthumons memorial, by a strain of attractive 
^otiflin, in which genius is constantly set forth as a 
licence for lifter foults, tmd a palliation for the 
worst. Such a taste as thia can certainly be little 
gratified in perusing, long after his death, the Me- 



D,ni,.i"-ihvGoO<^[c 



XTlii THE LIFE 

moin <rf B retired uid Tirtaoua Poet, aod of ui 
onuabitious scholsr. Still, however, there are found 
thoae who delight to contemplate geniiu exempt' 
from that petulant jealousy which too often accom- 
panies it, and erudition neither obtnuiye aot pre- 
Bumptnoua ; and if these are to be found any where, 
it is ia the character of Gray. 

Of the ancestry ttf our Pwi little is known, ex- 
cept that he had a right, acknowledged hy the £!arl 
Chay, to bear the anna of that noble house. His 
grandfather, as Mr. Mason informs us, was a con- 
sderable merchoBt in the city of London, and his 
ftther, Mr. Philip Gray, also followed business; 
sithoagh, by the effects of an indolent and sullen 
temper, be radter diminished than increased his pa- 
t^aal fbrtane. His b«de \raa that of a money- 
sotirener, and it has been observed as reBUvkable, 
tlut Milton's tkth&t was of the same ptofesBion. A 
duracter so unpromising as Mr. I%ilip Gray's met 
with a cmeptete contrast in that of his wi&, whose 
original name was Dorothy Antrobus. ^le was the 
mother of twelve children, but of these only Thomas, 
who was the fifth, survived the period of infancy. 
He was bom in Cornhill, on the 26th of December, 
I7I6, and at a very early age was narrowly rescued 
from the fatal disorder which had carried off his 
brothers and sisters: this was sufibcatioa, arising^ 
from fulness of blood, and the subject of the present 
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memoir woidd certainly have &lleii a victim to it, 
had nM Us motlier, with her own hand, opened a 
vein, and relieved him fima the mort violet p*- 
roxyBm. This act of maternal presence of mind 
may be considered as characteristic erf that parent, 
f^om, in after Ufe, Mr. Gray never mentioned witii- 
ont a sigh, and whom he has so pathetically com- 
BiHiiOTated in the epitaph he placed over her re- 
Through the ignorance and mfeeliiig temptf ot 
Mr. Philip Gray, his son would have been 1^ per- 
fectly without education, had not Mrs. Gray pro- 
cured him admission at Etoo by means of her bro- 
th«r, Mr. Antrobns, at that time one of the as- 
sistaKt masters, and a fellow of St: Peter's College, 
Cambridge. To the care (rf this uncle, and to the 
hard-earned fruits of his mother's unassieted in- 
dustry, was the fature poet indebted for that in- 
struction, which gave at once scope and energy to 
tte powers of }m exalted mind. His early profi- 
cdency has been pronounced very great, by an au- 
thcmty which is indispntable — that of the learned 
Mr. Bryant, who ranked next to him at school ; 
and it is certain, that out of the term of school hours 
his time was not wasted. It was in reading Virgil 
as the pastime of his boyhood, that he describes his 
earliest fondness for poetry to have originated, and 
his friend West has ftptly and beautifully repre< 
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■ented Atir cflmmtKi es^doymeittB in tfaeae onfet- 
tered maments, aa l«adiiig 

" llirDiigh mkDj & Sowery path and ihclly grot, 
Where tearnng liiUed them ia hii private maze." 
It was at Eton tbat Gray farmed his firat intimacf 
idtli Horace Walpole; and the coterie composed 
of these two, Asheton and West, was called the 
qtuulniple allitUKie. N6r was th». union dissolved 
when Gray removed to Peter-honse, Walp^ tt> 
King's College, and Mr. West to Christ Church 
Oxford. It is fnm the period of this change, which 
took place in the year 1784, that Mr. Gray's pub- 
Uthed correspondence with Mr. West commences ,' 
and the best picture of his jurenile days is to bs 
found in this intercourse with the frioid whom Im 
had chosen, as most congenial to himself in feelings 
and punuits. 

- That ingenious young man was the son of the 
Jti^t Honourable Richard West, Chancellor of 
Ireland ; and his grandfather, by the mother's side, 
was the famous Bishop Burnet. Like his frirad^ 
he carried with him to the University the repu- 
tation of a scholar, and at that time, Mr. Mason 
says, his genios wea reckoned the most brilliant of 
ttie two. This judgment that writer conceives to 
be ill-founded, " for though," he adds, " Mr. 
Wesf s part in that correspondence will undoubtedly 
show that he possessed vNy extraordinary talentS: 
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yet, OB Mr. Orajr'a Mde, there seenu rapendded te 
tbew, sacii & manly predsuHt of taste and nwtaritf 
of jadgmeat, a« wonld induce one to believe Hr. 
Wa^Kde's ^rase not very fayp^bolical, \rbo hn 
often asserted to me, l^at ' Gr«y never was a boy>' " 
Upon first going up to Cotl^e, after allowing 
tbenwelTee to indulge almoat exelunrdy m tiie de- 
lights of damcal literature, both these yonng men 
^^tear to have fcmnd much that was contrary to 
Uteir tastes m the stadies and general sodety of the 
UidTeraitaes ; and perhaps there is nothing very ex- 
ba)M*dinary in tiie cvcumstanoe, even though thoee 
■eats of learning had been better conatituted than 
they certainly w&k, at that time. Both Oxfivd aad 
Caml^dge have indeed shown thetoselyes anxious, 
dnce the period aUuded to, -to improre thrar several 
systems, and the fiM7n«' especially, as she had, per- 
h^e, deeper «rwB to eradicate, has undeigoDe a 
mwe complete niotm«d<m. Sdll, however, it is 
found that the dignity of prgftnuid lesnnng is to 
yentfafhl sprits menotonous sad nnpreposseaaiag, 
uid njods cJ a quiclc and lively tempowe evaded 
with Ibrt just arrangMuent, by which laborious in- 
Ais^ is enabled, equally witii t»3Ii(uit gemos, to 
meet its reward. The dispentiraof (kay, natar^y 
retired and melanchtrfy, was littie likely to relish a 
diMspated society, tjnged, as it must bav« been, witii 
the ^eeesee of ihe time, oer could he teti much 
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mora companioiulup among thooe deroted to stndies 
in wliich he took no pleasure. Hence lie preferred 
•eclunon, with all its diatastefulneaa, and made it 
his solace to langh or to nil in the ear of his friends- 
Poetry was his banquet, and one bom for the de- 
lists <^ ima^natioB, mi^t be allowed to cast a 
pasBiag sneer at the perplexities of mathematical 
OT sdudastic sdeace ; bnt it is not so easy to apo- 
logise for that more matured disgust and ineessant 
ridicule, which Mr. Gray aftcsrwards displayed on 
all occasions^ toward a place in which he was oont«nt 
to pass his days, and this at a time when the Uni- 
Tersity was graced by such names as Bentley, Mid- 
dleton, and TonstaU, Waterlaod, Ltrng, and. Pr»- 
teema Saonderson. 

Of the nature of Mr. Gray's studies, dnring hia 
residence of , four years at Cambridge little can be 
ascertained, except that he did not dMmee th« coww 
usually fellewed; and yet few, who are able to form 
a judgment of bis powers of application, will be 
disposed to take him at his word, when he playfully 
tells his friend, that almost all the employments of 
hia hours might be best explained by n^atives : it 
is probable that he waa then laying the fbundatioaof 
that TBst general knowledge for whidi he was after- 
wards so distinguished, and one thing is certain, that 
luB poetical powers were not dormant. . He composed 
some Latin verses on the marriage of the Prince o{ 
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Wales, and mota, at the request of his C«llq^ the 
Goes entitled Luna Habitabilis. He also enclosed 
to West a translation of a put of the fbortb book of 
jjtatina, of wliich only a few lines are preserved bj 
Mr. Mason ; a Sapphic Ode, and Alcaic Fragment, 
as well as- a translation from the Pastor Fido, and 
Gicrasalemme Liberata, neither of which last have 
been published. To the leUwa which accompanied 
these effusions, he received ansven fnxa his frioid, 
perpetually complainiiq; of feeble heahh and de- 
jected spirits ; and a poem. Is particular, addressed 

' "AdAmiooe," which, beudes its classical beauty and 
genuine pathos, derives a deeper and sadder interest 
from that peculiar tone of melancholy] which is the 
usual forerunner of early decline. 

In September, 1738, Mr. Gray left Cambridge, 
about six moidhs after Us friend had removed &iwi 
Christ Church to the Inner Temple : ud th* in- 
terral, until Marcb in the following year, he spent 
at his father's house in CernhjD, ibteadiiig also to 
enter on the piofesskm of the X<aw. This design, 
howevu, was intorupted by a proposal tnm Mr. 
Horace Walpole, that, he should become, the com- 
panion of his travels abroad, and by the end of 
March tb^ had both set out oa their way to France- 

' Their ooune was that usually takeu 1^ travellera 
at that period and since, and thereiiire, if the reader 
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riiooU ftnA Uttle new iafbrmatioB in our Autbor's 
ewH MxWMt, in bk lettera, be itevertbelesB caniMt 
fiiH of beiiig pl«aMd with the thenrand nev ob- 
KrratioaB on objMta, irtiidi even at dint time hsd 
become snfideiitly juailiar. Fmu yna, of eonrae, 
the first phce to be visited, and there «ur traveUeita 
Ml in vnA the Lords HoldeTnesse utd Wridegnve, 
and bIm with Lord Conwaj snd his hraAm>. Willi 
the two latter U>ey prec ecd ed to JUieims, whne 
they spent three nnfflthg, cbiefly in order to perfect 
theBtaelreo in the language, and thence wait en faf 
Dijon to Lyons. Tfa^ they opent some tine, in 
the course of which they msde a divetaon to the 
CoKftM of La Grande Chartrettse, fn Savoy, re- 
turning by Genera. It had been the iateatiiBof 
Ht. Walpole to have spent t^e wtet^ 'm die smith 
inS'Fnaee; Urn, however, wfts Mperaeded by a widL 
BOir expt«ssed by his 'fttber, thtft he should haaUa 
into Italy, and in -conseqaemee, iramediately cnnsing 
the Alpc At Mount Grab, ibeiy proceeded by Tih^b 
Mad Oesoa to Parma, and dioHoe throngli R^^, 
Modena, and Btdc^ia, aoress the ApennineB te Flo- 
rence. H«pe l&ey spent the winter, fa the eataputy 
of Mr. Horace {^leiwwr^ Sir Horace) kfaan, the 
ft^di Envoy, enjsying the best -soiriifly, and«w- 
ve^ing Aie wesdwB Of art, collected bytbe taM«<«Bd 
weaitii of itbe home of Hedioit. Mr. Omy, aa 1w 
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WIS Tery coastaat in liia vintB to tke ffSletj, ipeiit 
modi time in fanning catahigiMe, in rlawwing, «ii4 
amlting tdMCEMticMis on the pictuxea of the tint 
BiaatsES, so th*t hii mtire taat* wu thus iaiprcv^d 
by a Tery complete ooquaintaDDe with the ynad^iim 
aad excellence of IHk art. The inteUigatc^ Bt 
length, that Pope Clement the Twelfth was dead, 
and Hie ^ospect of bemg praaesit at a new daiftka, 
hastened the trsTellerB to Rome, which they readied 
I7 the b^ianing of ApriL Between two and threp 
aufatiiB were speat in yitsmng die wieciks of the 
anoient, and the wonders of li» modem oitf , wid 
-^ae in niaking excoraioBs to ^soes of "fimnat ia- 
tereat, either for natnral beauty or classical aas&- 
datum. -Among these were Fieacsti, and the C8»- 
fmif» of Tiroli; the s^fat of wUcfa inspired etfr 
Author with that beaatifut Alcuc Ode, inscribed . 
'" ad C Favmuiin Kephjnimm." As the condave 
ef CardinalB pndoi^ed their sitting without ai^ 
prospect of an inrmediate choice, Mr. 6r^ set eat 
wkh Mr. Wolpoie for Naples, \ebitk was the 
Bondiem point of their tonr, and which they reM^ad 
bf about the middle of June. As the discoroy of 
tlte oscieBt town 4^ Herculonemn had been but 
reomtly made, the ^mavstiens at Portiici became 
«B ol^eot of high curiosity, and after esamimng 
these, «nd ^>eBding too short a time in so delightful 
a aeif^hbowrhood, they retonied to Rome, and ihence 
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agoio to Flbrence, where they settled tbenuelTCa 
for the irtiole aDtnnui and winter followuig. 

Thronghoat Mr. Gray's ctRreepondence at this 
paiod there occur expresdons, which shew that in 
many points the arrangement of the time and conise 
of these joumeyings, was not such as he himself 
would have chosen, had he poaseased the meana of 
p»£ect independence. Hie own indinatioa evi- 
dently would hare detained him longer at Rome, 
and doubtless he would have |»«ferred enlarging his 
mind by new acenes of ancient intra^st, to enjoying 
the indolent pleasures of Flmvnce, iriiich he ooBt- 
pores to absolute annihilation. Mr. Walpole's pa»> 
sion was gay society, and of this Florence fiirmshed 
abundance ; nor was it surprising that, supplied as 
he was with ample means, he should suit his own 
youthful inclination. 

Mr. Gray found, on his arrival, one particular 
cause of distress, in a letter he received from his 
friend Weet, exhibiting a dejection of mind nnusaal 
even in one who was natumlly penaive and melan- 
ohcdy. That amiable young man had conceived a 
morbid disinclination to the profession be had 
(iioeen, notwithstanding that his fiither's h^^ ranlc 
and credit, and the possession of numerous friends, 
offered him peculiar advantages in it. Already had 
he received excellent advice on the subject — such 
as trae wisdom and knowledge of the world alone 
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could, dictate— 4wn a gentleman* lAo bad been 
offidal secretary to kia father in Ireland, and who 
felt a tie of gratitude binding bim to render this 
eerrice to the son of bis patron. Thia, bowerer, 
bad not its efiect, as Mr. West's dislike to the la- 
borious Btndy of the cammtm law was too deeply 
tooted, and may evidently be traced to the debility 
of a iiinViiig constitution. Nor was Mr. Gray more 
successful) although in the tenderness and prudence 
of his GOttnsel he showed himself in the light of a 
tnte friend ; for we find afterwards, in the Wwks 
of Lord Orford, a letter from Mr. West, soliciting 
interest for a comnussion in the army. 

Not, loi^ after Mr. Walpole had determined to 
spend smne months vaare in Flwence, he received 
intelligence of the immediate dection of a . new 
Pope, and though only four days' journey from 
Rome, the heat and mal'aria prevented him and his 
companion from travelling to witness the coemtmy. 
They both, therefore, remained where they were, 
and in the ooune of the following mimth Mr. Gray 
sent to Mr. West a copy of Latin verses, mi the 
Gauros mountain. Besides these, he composed. 



> This gentlemui'i name was Williams, and the moat ad- 
mirable letler ht wrote to Mrs. Weal, for the benefit of her son, 
may be sees ia the " Selections from the Gmtleman's Maga- 
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■cme time daring hk stay in tkia jiaee, tbe -com- 
msncement of tlie Poem " de FrineipiiB Cogitandi," 
and sent the fiist ifly-three lines of it to his friend 
in the following spring, with hia Farewell t» F1*- 
cence, and Translation of a Stmg by B o t ci de lm onte. 
On the 34th of April onr trsrellers set off en 
their way homeward, umI laid their coune through 
Bologna for Voiice. At R^^o, however, arose 
an unfortunate dispute, which ended in their sadden 
separation ; and of this dispute and se|Wrati«M Mr. 
Walpole was afterwards content to b^r the blame. 
He re^esents, as the cause of the quanel, thM 
Gray was " too serions a oompamtHi*' for him. 
" Omf," he ss^s, " was for antiquities, &c. while 
I was Sot perpetual balls sad pla^ : — the &ult w» 
nioe." The difference of temper here menticmed 
'has been already hinted at, and had probably, far 
a oonsidnable time, been prepsaing the mind of 
both parties for the crisis of a rupture. Walpole 
was vain, and had eariy been ttecustcuxied to lattery; 
Gray was jio courtier, and might on hia pan, hcve 
betrajied something of discosteot at being m ivng 
d^tendaot, in his own movementsi on those of au- 
otber. But for information oa the immediate cause 
of this quarrel, we are indebted to Mr. Mitfoid, who 
states, on what would claim to be oHisidered good 
authority, that Mr. Walpote, suspecting Gray of 
having spoken ill of him to his friends in England, 
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cbpidestinely opened a latter of his and re-a«>]ed it; 
an injury which Mr. Oray very propetly rcMated. 
If any thing cauld add to the meanntw of such an 
actioa, , it woa the cowardly numier in niiich it is 
dnrred over in Mr. Walpole's general acknow* 
ledgment of blame, and that too aa though be 
tboD^t the world, judging by its own maxima, 
would readily acquit him. 

Deprived thus of the means of grati^ing his 
enlarged euriosityi on the scale that he had hitheato 
done, Mr. Gray proceeded alone to Venice, and 
there rentftlued, onl^ till he was provided with the 
means of returning to England. This was about 
the middle of July, and he fallowed in his retraii, 
nearly the same route as that, by which he had 
travelled southward, through Verona, Milan, Turin, 
aad Lyons : and as he was now accmnpanied only 
by a single Jaquaii de voyage, he satisfied the rea- 
sonable anxiety of his Mends for his health and 
safety by constant cmnmanicntions. One important 
deviation he made from the direct course, in order 
to visit once more the awful solitodes of the Grande 
Chartreuse, and though perturbed, as he must have 
been, by a vaiiety of considerations, his mind was 
yet free to expatiate with the enthusiasm of a poet, 
and, it may i>e added, with a poet's melancholy, on 
the stupendous scenes which had at first so imi 
pressed his imagination. This may clearly be seen 
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from that beantiiiil Alc&^ Ode, wliieh hie imite in 
the Album of tlie fitthen of the conrent. 

The circimutaiicea in which Mr. Qnj was placed 
on his return from abroad, cannot be better denvibed 
dun is the words of Mr. Mascm. " He found his' 
fother's constitutiiRi tdmost entirely worn out by 
very severe attacks of tbe gout, to which he had 
been hr many years aulgect ; and, indeed, the next 
return of that distemper was fst&l to him. This 
happened abont two months *> after his son reached 
London. 

It has been before observed, that Mr. Philip Gray 
was of a reserved and indolent temper ; he was also 
mwoee, unsodal, and obetinate; defects wliich, if 
not inherent in his disposition, might probaUy arise 
from his bodily complainta. His indolence had led 
him to neglect the business of his profession ; his 
obstinacy to build a eountry house at Wanstead, 
without acquainting either his wifie or son with the 
design (to which he Icnew they would be very 
averse) till it was executed. This building, whi^ 
he undertook late in life, was attended with very 
con^derable eiq>ense, which might almost be called 
so much money thrown away; since, after his death, 
it was found necessary to sell the house for two 

- He cune to town about the 1st of September, 1741, Hii 
f«th«[ died the 6th of NoTcmber (oUairiBg, at th« age of uity. 
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tbousand pounds leea thnn its original coat. Mx. 
Gray, therefore, at this time found his patrimony 
so unall, that it would by no metuia enable bim to 
prosecute tbe study of the law, without his be- 
coming bnrthensome to his mother and aunt. These 
tvo sisters had for many years carried on a trade'* 
separate from that of Mrs. Gray's husband; by 
whid) having acquired what would support them 
decently for the rest of their lives, they left off bu- 
iduesB soon after bis death, and retired to Stoke, 
near Windsw, to the house of their other sister, 
Mrs. Rogers, lately become the widow of a gen- 
tleman ■ of that name. Both of them wished Mr. 
Gray to follow the prcrfesnon for which he had been 
originally intended, and. would undoubtedly have ' 
contributed ail !n their power to enable him to do 
it with ease and convenience. He, on his part, 
thou^ be had taken his resolation of declining it, 
was too delicate to hurt two persons for whom he 
had so tender an affection, by peremptorily de- 
daring his real intentions j and thn%fore changed, 
or pretended to change, tbe line of that study; and, 

^ Th«y kept a liiad of India nuehoiue on Comhill, ondcr the 
joint aames of Graj and Antrobiu. — Mason. 

* Mr. Rogeis had in the earlier part of hii 1If« followed the 
prafessioii of the law, but retired from biuineas many jeui 
befor* hii death. I suppose be wu tbe uncle mentipned is 
Sect. I, Letter u.— MiaoN. 
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oooordin^y, the Utter end of the lubtequent year 
^eat to Cambridge, to ti^e bis Baebelor'a degree 
in Civil Law. 

Bat the narrownew of bis circumstancee was not 
the only, thing that distressed him at this period' 
H« bad, aa we have seen, loat the friendship of Mr. 
' Wolpole abroad ; he bad aleo lost much time in bia 
bareb; a loaa which application «ould not easily 
retrieve, when so severe and laborious a study as 
that of the common law was to be the object of it ; 
and be well knew that, whatever improvement he 
might have made in this interval, either in taste or 
science, such improvement wouhl stand him in little 
stead with regard to his present situation and esi* 
gendes. This was not all : his other friend, Mr. 
West, be found, on bis return, oppressed by sick- 
ness and a load of &mily misfortunes ; which, were 
I fully Eu^uainted with them, it would not be my 
inclination here to dwell upon. These the sym- 
pathizing heart of Mr. Gray made his own. He 
did all in bis power (for he was now with him in 
London) to soothe the sorrows of his friend, and to 
try to alleviate them by every office of the purest 
and most perfect affection : but his cares were vain. 
The distresses of Mr. West's mind had already too 
far affected a body, from the first, weak and deli- 
cate. . His health declined daily, and therefore he 
left town in March, 1742, and, for the benefit i^ 
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tlie ait, went to David Mitchell'i, Esq. st Fopea, 
near Hatfield, Hertfbrddiire." 
. For the tristia TJUe, by whidi lie was eneomponed, 
Mr. Gray sought a solace in his mnse, and daring 
the winter commenced his first English campoaituni, 
the Death of Agrippina. The choice of this nib< 
ject and his mode of dramatizing itj is traced by 
Mr, Mascm to the impression i^odoced on his mind 
1^ the Britannicns of M. Radne, as he saw it acted 
in P^ris. It certainly is constmcted on the mode) 
of fVenich tragedy, and as snch, perhaps, possesses 
hardly sufficient interest for En^ish representatimi. 
The observations, indeed, of the author himself upon 
it, may, with B«Mne deduction, be consdered as just, 
that " it talks all in figures and mere poetry, instead 
ofnatore and the language of real pasBiMi." If, bow. 
erer, in thl^ view, we are led to subscribe to the 
harsh judgment of Dr. Jahnson, and deem it " no loss 
to the English stage, that Agrippina was never fi- 
nished," we most be convinced that it was a great loss 
to the cloeet, and one which the Anthor's studious 
triplication to other porsuita has not compensated. 

When he sent what he had written to Mr. West, 
in Hertfordshire} he received from him some free 
and friendly critidsms on the loigth of the speeches, 
and also on the language. The first objection was 
obviated by dividing the speech of Agrippina, and 
the secraid Mr. Gray answered in the same spirit in 
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wUch itliad been ntade. Brtt Chon^the BtrictuVes 
were certainly not wdl fmmded, find fklted to tum- 
nnce his judgment, they were yet saffident to re- 
move that 'complacence triucb ifl abaJutdy oeCesaary 
to successful compoaition ; 'and thia was probaUy one 
canse that a work of a> fair a promise Iras ne<rn 
Hnialted. Besides iliis, Mr. Gnty sent, fw tfie pe- 
hisal of Ids irlCTd, a tranalation of Piwpertius, a 
■ Greek Epigram, and an Heraie Epistle in the man- 
ner of Ovid, from SophMusba to Massanissa. Is 
retnm for tliem he ' received some Latin lines to a 
Oough, and a heantifol Inroditlim to Spring. Tbe 
Kamer of these waa written by Mr. West, in one cf 
Ae very paroxysms wUch were destroying the shat- 
tered wreck oT ISa ftsme. 'And in Una little fiict 
there is something so deeply affecting, so like the 
fahle of Uie &wan dying in Mnsic, ibat it must 
have sunk deeply into' the heart ef a fi^d so afl^ 
tiohate as his. It may indeed be doubted, nllettter 
Mr. Gray antidpated so rafM a decline as that 
which B&. West was undergoing, or whether he dis- 
guised liis apprehensions even from himaelf; but 
leaving town,'at the commencement, of June, he de- 
'i^iatdied from Btdie the Ode to Spring, which he 
Bad then jnst wrif&n, and which stands first in the 
order of his printed poems. The ItHter which con- 
tained it was sent back unopened, es he to whom it 
was addressed bad ceased to stmi^'with the trou- 



i,.^-ihvGoo<,^[c 



bles and the pains of mortality, and ina lanond &r 
beyond even tlie call of frioidiliip. Mr. Wert died 
oa the first of June, only twenty daya after he had 
cwcluded a letter to Mr. Gray wiUi the werdB " vale 
et vive pauHsper cum riris." ." So little^" obaerrea 
Mr. Mascm, " was this amiable yooth then awue 
of the short time that he himsdf should be nombered 
ammigBt die living." 

There is, as Mr. Mason farther obaerres, a kind 
vt preaentimest in tJiat pathetic pteoe which Mr. 
Gray endoeed too late to ids beloved friend, and the 
aoeodote itself . throws a " mdandioly grace" ova* 
the Ode on the Prospect of Eton Ccdlege, and oa 
that to Admaity ; both of them written in the An- 
goat fitUowing: " hs as bodi poms aboimd with 
pathoB, these who have feeling hearts will ftel this 
axeellence the more stran^^y, when they know the 
OMUe .whence it urose ; and the unfedii^ will, per- 
haps, learn to leqtect what they cannot taste, when 
they die prevmted frnn imputing to a splenetio me- 
lancholy, what in fiut sprang from the most bene- 
n^emt of all sensations." — " The first in^ulse of bis 
sorrow for the death of his friend gave birth to a 
very tender Sonnet, in En^iih, on the PetrvchlaQ 
model; and also to a sublime ^Mstrophe, in hexaw^ 
tos, writtmL in the genuine strain of dasaical ma- 
jesty) with which he intended to begin one of his 
books, De PrindfrilB Cogitandi." 
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From Ilia edncstioii at Eton, Mr. Gray became 
early attached to Latin Gomposition, and, fat a Iraig 
time after this, preferred his own poetry in that lan- 
gtu^, to what he had written in English. This, 
however, was the last of his prodnctions in Iiatui, 
End, perhaps, the most laboured of all his poems. 
The considerations which induced him to lay aside 
the dedgn, were, according to Mr. Mason, the, little 
pc^ularity acquired by the Cardinal de Polignac's 
Anti-Lucretins ; a poem which had the honour of 
being revised by Bcnlean and Louis XIV. Mr. 
Mitford, however, rather attributes the ill success of 
this latter work to its length, as it oxisisted of thir- 
teen thousand lines, and to the want of sutBdent 
variety and digression in the composition. It is pro- 
bable that die El^y in a Country Oiurchyard was 
b^un about this time, and the time <tf melancholy 
which pervades it had its origin, doubtless, in that 
same deep r^ret which had not yet subsided in the 
mind cf the authw, and which, the remaJBing years 
of his life were insaffident to efiaee> 

In the automn of this year, 1742, Mr. Gray w«it 
Up to Cambridge, as has been already noticed, to 
take the d^ree of Bachelor in Civil Law. And 
n<rtwithstMi(ling the early prejudices he had taken 
against that Univmsity, and that these prejudice* 
were rather augmented than diminished by his long 
absence, he yet made that place his residence for the 
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lemsinder of his life. This Mr. Mbschi accoonto Ar 
by liiB Igre of books, which was ever his ruling pas- 
sion, and the Btr&itnesa ctf his drcumstanoefl, which 
prerented him from gratifying it, " For, to a man," 
bbSerres his friend and biographer, " who obnld not 
quiveniently pnrchaae even a small library, what 
«tuatton so eligible as that which affords free acoeas 
to a number of larger ones? This reason also ao- 
oonnts for anoth^ Bing»liir fact- We have seen that, 
during his residence at Stoke, in the spring and 
snmma' c^ this same year, 1742, be wrote a con- 
EaderaUe part of his mote fitaished poems. Hence 
onie would be naturally led to conclude, that on his 
return to Cambridge, when the oeremony of taking 
hu degree was orer, the quiet of the place would 
. have prompted him to continue the cultivation of bis 
-poetical talents, and tbat immediately, as the muse 
seems in this year to have pecul^ly inspired him; 
.but this was not the case. Reading, he has often 
told me, was much more agreeable to him than 
writing; he therefore now laid aside composition 
almost entirely, and applied himself with intense 
asuduity to the study of the best Greek authors; ib- 
-siHnUdl that, in the space of about six years, there 
were hardly any writers of note in that langua^ 
which.he had not only read, but digested; remarking, 
by the. mode of <!ommonplace, their contents, their 
difficult and corrupt passages, and all this with tbe ao- 
ourw^ of a critic added to the diligence of a student," 
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' Once, h h trae, we find his miad dlnrbd ftwn 
these severer pnnuitB into the chaiuiel of anginal 
compoettian j and the snbject which en^^iged hts 
attention was the leaned duUoeea of the -plate in 
which he dwelt. Bat the design of this worlt, which 
has been entitled) A Hymn to Ignco'ance, wu nerer 
oompleied, although l^e fr^ment which remains has 
quite eaoogh merit to make ns snotSiiy r^ret tiiat 
it was so aoiMi interrnpted. It has, Mr. Maaon 
thinks, internal evidmoe of being written early after 
^he Audicr's settlement in Ctunteidge; and cer- 
tainly modi of its spirit is caught from the fborth 
book of tihe Dnnoiad, whidi had then bat reoen^ 
made its appearasee. 

Among onT Aothor'a cotemporariea at the Unl- 
versity, wtdi whom be contracted an early and last- 
ing indmacy, was Mr. Sbmehewer, who was suc- 
cessively tutik and secretary to the Duke of Grafton, 
and afterwards, by his interest, asditor of exdse; 
Dr. Middlcton, author of a treatise en the Roman 
Senate, and Mr. (afterwaids Dr.) Wharton, of Old 
Park, near Durham. With dils last gentleman Mr. 
Gray commeiiced, about tine time of his return to 
Cambridge, a correspondence, by means of which we 
become acquainted with the chief events of a life so 
retiied as bis. Amraig the most important of ibeae 
was his recwicillati<Hi with Mr. W^pole, which took 
place in the year 1746, through the interventJMi of 
a lady who wished well to both parties : and some 



■ vGoo'^Ic 



07 enA7. xzxix 

d^i^Qs <^ th^ (^dr, as thej are cootaioed in a letter 
fint pnblisbed bj i^r. Sfitford, may not be un- 
iotesree^ing to the ^uler. " I went," writea Utr. 
Gray, " the following ereniiig to see the partg, (u 
Mia. Foible says,) and was Bomethlog abashed at 
im Gonfidqiice ; he came ta meet me, kissed me «p 
1x1^ sides with all the ease of one who receives an 
acquaintance just <;ome onf of the country, squatted 
j^e into a &ti|enil, b^un to talk of the town, and 
.^is ai{d that and t'other,, and cmitinned with little 
ift^T^ptfoii for three hpuis, when I tocdc my leave 
Ycry indiffer^tly pleased, biit treated with mpn- 
^x«us good-breeding, I auppc^ with him neyt n{^ ; 
(jfs he 4eaired;} ^sheton was there, whose fonnali- 
^yes.ti^kled me inwardly,, finv he (I fi^und) was to be 
.(^igiy about the letter I b^ written him. However, 
in going home blether our hackney coach jumhlet} 
.)ia iqto a sort <)( r^oonqliation : he hammered out 
WQiewhat like an excuse, and I received k very 
■^^adily, because I ^ared not twopence whether it 
1^1^ true or not, ao we grew the beat acquaintance 
-JITMf"°V,\° ^"4 I ^^ with him on Sunday some 
.hours a^^ne, when he informed me of abundance of 
aj^lifdaiiifs, moch to my satisfaction, and, in short, 
epqned (I really believe) his heart to me with that 
aUioerity, that J found I had still less reajson to bave 
a good (pinion of him than (if possible) I ever had 
^^five. Next morning I breakiasted alone with Mr. 
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Walpolej when we hod all tbe eclairdasemeat I evef 
expected, and I left bim tar better satisfied tlun I 
have been hitherto. Whenl return, I shall see him 

This expkutatian was valnable, as it opened the 
way to snch intercoutse as mi^t gradnallf be ri- 
pened into lasting oordialitf. This, indeed, could 
imly be the effect of time; for when Mr. Walpole, 
for the first time after his return, invited Ora; to 
Strawberry-hill, the latter assured him that he 
would accept his hospitality on the terms of civility 
ahme; never on those of friendship, which was for 
ever cancelled ^between them. Bat even this reply 
did not interrupt Mr. Walpole in the advances he 
was still induced to make, partly from a natural 
wamth and friendliness of temper, and partly, no 
doubt, from the consciousness of lus first a^^p'ession. 
Both motives are oeditable to him ; and it would 
have been imposnble, even tor one of a colder and 
man repulsive disposition than IVfr. Glray certainly 
possessed, to have adhered to the letter of his own 
stipulation. We find, accordingly, that their coit&. 
Bpondeoce was renewed about two yeais after, and 
ill the year 1747. Mr. Gray wrote, at Mr, Walpole's 
request, the Ode on the Death of his fevourite Cat. 
Certainly cimsiderable pn^ress must have been made 
towards friendly intimacy before the past difference 
could be alluded to, in such terms as we find Mr. 
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Ony 'maLiiig use ot in one of hia letters. " It is," 
he ssys, " a tend with me, (a Bimple one perlwpi 
you will gay,) that if ever two people who love one 
aaother come to breaking, it is for want of timely 
eclainaasement, a fiill and predte one, without wit< 
nesaes or mediatore, and without reserving any one 
disagreeable drctimBtance for the mind to brood npod 
in gileace." 

One of Mr. Walpole's iubeeqnent letters expresses 
a wish that Mr. Ony would collect all that had been 
written by thnr deceased friend Mr. West, in order 
that it might be published, blether with his owii 
poems. This, however, Mr. Gray declined, from the 
fear that their joint productions would not be snffi- 
raent for one tolerable-aized volume. He woa, how- 
ever, induced to have hia Ode on the Prospect of 
Eton Collie, printed separately by Dodsley; and it 
is remarkable that on its first puUication, it seems to 
have excited very litUe attention. 

About the same time Mr. Gray gives the follow- 
ing scconnt of his occnpeticm, which may afford some 
notion of his general method of spending his time at 
Cambridge. " My works," he says, " are not so 
cmudderaUe as you imagine, I have read Paasanias 
and Ath^URUs all through, and .^ischylus again. I 
am now in Pindar and Lyuaa ; fn- 1 take veise and 
imise togeth^, like bread and cheese." 

lie had also begun at this time some tables of 
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cbRmoIogy, on wfakfa lie heafanred mach tune and 
appIkatioB, aagnwntiBg the ^ita of his owa r»> 
■eardi from the laboun t£ Maishm, Sutler, agd 
DodweO. The plan on whieh ho went, was to nfl|g» 
in aqiante odnmna, of wbuh tfcete ware niae iq 
trnUi fagfi, the Olymi^adi, the nauea of the aroheiw 
ak Athens, l^e paUk afiira nS Oreeee, and tlie jdijb- 
loaophers, poets, and cvattaa ; thna fimning aa bw- 
torical epitome fnm the 3Qd) to tte llStE Qlym- 
fnadr A period of 333 yean. 

These eng^^cfnents wa«, aa he hiuMU eiq»e«w 
it, cruelly intenupted early in the year 1748, by the 
destmction oi his houae in CwnliiU by fire, a loM 
which eeriotuly affected his slendw inaomq, ootwitib- 
standing that the proper^ was insurod. It alqo pre- 
vented him ftnm paying a long promiBed visit to hia 
friend Dr. Whartoo, at Dorbaai. 

In one respect tjie ev^t qiight have a &voiiiable 
effect, in breaking in i^wn tbe settled roatine ot 
those ponuits. by which be was so muoh eqgwwed ; 
ica in August, in this swie yewi w« fi^d ^ poetioal 
IMwen aOce mwe in actieii ; and th« rm^ ^^le bw 
fine pbiloeophical fragment sb tKe AUianee «f iBdv- 
««tiw and Oorenaiest. We etyeet, be aaye, ww t» 
show that they must aeceqasrBy amour, m Oc4er to 
:prodiwe .great and good tnai- And had-thediMgv 
been completed, we may agree with ]^- M^s^P >a 
hie Hitertion, that it woujd have been ooe af the 
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noit o^itol paenu in oax own v ai^ other ka- 
gtuge. " I am not able," says l3»t tnthor, " to in- 
Sana the reader bow many essays he meant to write 
upaa the subject ; nor do I believe he ever bo fir 
eetUed Ms plan as to determine that point: hat since 
las theme' waa as extemdre as human nature, (an cb' 
Wrvation he himaeif naikm in a snbMqnent letter on 
HA ' £Hpiit dies Lcnx/) it is plain the >niiole work 
wooM haV^ b^en coOsideTablfl in point of nne. He 
wias btuily employed in it at die dme vbeQ M. de 
Sbutelqaiea'a boot was first published : on readti^ 
ft, he said the Banxi had iwestaUed some of Ids best 
thonf^ts; and yet the reader will find, from the 
small ftagment he has left, tjiat tls two writers dif- 
fer a little in one very mat^ial ptnnt, vie. the in- 
flnence of acdl and climate on national mann«s'. 
Sttme time after he had thou^te of reemning his 
|dan, and of dedicating it, by an introductory Ode, 
to M. de Montesqiiiea ; bnt that great man's death, 
whidi h^ipensd in \^^, made bun drop his design 
fiaally." 

Wluo the fra^noit was first written, Mr. Gray 
w^ anxious that, in its unfinished state, it should, be 
seen <Bily by bis moat particular friends, and ef the 
number of theae were Mr. Wharton and Mr. Stone* 



' See L'Eiprit des Ltnx, liv. lir. ch. 3, &c. 
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hewer. It is probable also that Mr. Mason was 
Umself on^ to whom the nmnaicript wes early 
shown, as Mr. Gray had made his acquaintance more 
than a year prerioua to this tone. The or^;in <^ 
their intimacy was in Mr. Cray's revising, at the re< 
qnest of a firiend, the Monody on the Death of Pope» 
and other juvenile pieces, written in imitation of 
Milton, and being struck with Mr. Mastm's amiaUs 
simplicity (tf manns^, as much as by his poetical 
merits, h< used his influence to procure his election 
to a fellowship at Pembroke HaU. His efforts were - 
indeed met by many obstacles, but after a ntspeuae 
of some years were ultimately successful. 

In the jeai 1749, Mr. Gray heard of the death of 
his aunt, Mrs. Mary Antrobus, and in the grateful 
remembrance of much kindness he had received from 
her, he deeply lamented her loss, but he seems to 
have feH more keenly the effect such a stroke would 
have upon his mother; and tenderly did he apply 
the purest and most soothing topics of consolation. 
It is impossible to say whether the event itself had 
any influence in hastening to its condudan the 
£legy in a Country Churchyard; but certain it is; 
that he sent it in a finished state to Mr. Walpolei 
and ill consequence of that gentleman's hi^ ap- 
proval, the manuscript was handed about so exten- 
sively, that, at last, it fell into the hands of eome per- 
sons omducting the Magazine of Magazines. By 
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th^ta it was first printed, but so garbled by emn of 
the press, that Mr. Gray b^ged it might be giTen 
Jo Dodsleyi to pnbUah a onrect edition, thou^ with- 
mt a name. This exquisite poem, whidi ha be* 
cwne inseparably blended with the language of our 
country, and which wiQ donbtless endure as lon^ 
was received on its appearance with a due measure 
«f applause, not alone trota those of taste or condi- 
tion, but from all dasses iadiscriminately. And this 
simple truth will form a juster commentary on its 
beaaties, than any dogmiis of auth<aitatiTe criticism. 
Those who cannot judge can yet feel, and, perhaps, 
the most flattering tribute an author can receive, is 
the approbation of those who know not why they 
admire- If, however, any should inquire more ex- 
-actly what were its claims to this general feronr, it 
may be said that they are founded in that spirit of 
tender and ofrntempJatiTO melancholy pervading the 
whole piece, which harmonizes with feelings im- 
^danted in every breast, and thus forms the truest 
and most universal source of genuine poetry. An- 
other main excellence of the Elegy, is the maimer in 
which scenes of natoral beauty, ot pictures of rustic 
life are blended with assodations to whidi they ever 
^ve birth, producing an assemblage ot deli^itful 
images whidi are presented to the mind of every ohe 
fomiliarly, and, as it were. In the spontaneous current 
of his own thoughts. 
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Among nuuKMHs penoos diftfngulihcd in &dika]- 
able Ufei to whom the Ebgf vn eommnnioBted ]»«- 
ncnu to its publicattoa was Lady Cdfaham, vho that 
resided at the family thi^t"™! at Stoke Pogeis : and 
whooe admlnttiMi of the poem made b«r very deairooi 
to become acquainted with the author. In this she 
fueceeded, through the means of her leUtim, Mim 
fipeed and Lady Bchaub; and Mr.C^y's own ac* 
count of his introdiiCti(Hi into this amiable family 
fiirms the subject of the Long Story, which he 
wrote in ballad measnre, ftr the amuseaieiit of the 
ladies abore mentimed. Like the El^y, thia also 
was long passed about frosa band to hand, althoo^ 
the opinions of the judging wtR'ld upon it were &r 
more divided than in the Earner instances. " Sy 
aome," says Mr. Mason, " it was thou^t a master 
piece of original hnmoor ; by others, a wild and &b- 
tastical ftrrago." That same writer seeraa to im»- 
^ine, that this was owii% to themixed character of 
Mr. Gray's bomoar, combined, as it was, with wit 
and &ncy. Wfaetfaor or no this remark be wdl 
'founded, we are- certainly at liberty to qneetkn 
^ jiMtness of Mr. Walpole's assertiffli, (made in 
a letter to Mr. GAe,) that Gray's t<at lay in wraks 
of humour. In his few poetical attempts of this 
class, he seldom appears to trifle easily, and does 
not always keep clear of silliness ot vulgarity. 

It was not until nearly two years after thi^ thaf 
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taeimt^tD fiodsley, fer'ptiblimtkHi, the but Odw 
4a theHKieF in vfiSdi tbeynuw etand, together wiA 
^aeJB1^7 and tWL(»i£ Story. The latter of thew 
-ma aTiwedly pnbUdied ftir the take of bmbo gro- 
teaqne designs, vriaA Mr. Bentley, the stm of the 
cdebntted critic, and the friend of Walpole, had 
made to ilhistiate h. Bat besides tfaflse. It was 
the wish of Mr. Walpide to hare prefixed a poiv 
ttait of the Author to this paUicatian : he, how- 
ever, exdtdmed oo'TtoIendy- against it, that ibe idea 
Tas abtaAMied, (d^»gh the [date, tram an mi- 
ginal picture by Et^Wdt, was already half com- 
pleted. The gtiieral success of Mr. Bentley in the 
dravfags fa: -this- editicHi indoeed Qray to address 
to him the lines, wbidi have a place among the rest 
of his posthtunoos works. The thou^t which gave 
hirth to -dtectf lu^t have been to^jested by Pope's 
Epistle to' JATas ; but jn the execution there is so 
much origtna]-bMttj'> that Aese stBBxaa would de- 
serve to rank ^th die P-oet's- most successful effii- 
Ntms, were there not something like excess in the 
strain of MmpBmoit v^chthey cNKitain. 

The ^eWnre Wiiich'Mr. Gray must have derived 
frmn the geberal and deserved popularity of the 
wcvks whid) he had now presented -to the public, 
was not to be long anBUc^ed. His mother, whose 
declining health he had watched with gratefol ten- 
derness, was now taken from him, and his feelings 
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on the occMion are best exhibited in the monameot 
he erected to her memory, which he ioMribed as 
■to one who needed no pan^yric from the son 
she had so tenderly nurtured, but the brief ain^- 
plicity ai his own genuine amrow. 

The foUowing ia the efntaph which marked the 
united graves of Mrs. Gray and her dster in the 
-churchyard of Stoke Pogeis : 



IN THB VAULT BBNXATB ABE OBPOSITBD, 

IN HOPS OV A JOYPUL KBBDBBBOTION, 

THB BBKAINS OF 

MARY ANTROBUS. 

SHB PIBD, UNMABRIED, NOV. V. MDCCZLIZ. 
AOBD LXVl. 

IN TUB SAHB PIOUS CONPIDBHOB, 

BB8IDB MSB PBIBND AND BI8TBB, 

HEBB BLEEP THB BEXAINS OF 

DOROTHY GRAY, 

WIDOW, 

THB OABBFUL TBNDBB XOTHBB 

OF HAN7 CHILDBBN, ONB OF WHOM ALONB 

HAD THB HIBFOBTDNB TO BOBVIVE BRB. 

SHB DIED MARCH XI. MDCCLIII. , 

AOED LXVII. 
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It might almoet be supposed, that Ony's imagiiia- 
tion was rendered more vigorous by the influence of 
subeiding gtief; for since the period which imme- 
diately followed the death of Mr. West, his genius 
was never so fertile as it showed itself some time af- 
ter this affliction ; so much so, indeed, that Mr. Wal- 
pole used t« say of him, that he was at this time 
" in flower." Within the year subsequent to the 
event last mentitmed, he had written the Ode <hi 
the Progress of Poesy, had begun the Bard, and, 
probably, the Fragment on the Pleasure of Vieisst- 
tade, not to mention another lyrical idea, which, 
be says, he now had in his head, but which he never 
further developed, than to write a short argument 
in prose, which was tbund among his papera. The 
scope of it is, that the true way to encourage genius 
is to leave it perfectly unfett^ed. 

The finished Ode oa the Progress of Poesy, was 
sent by Mr. Qray to Dr. Wharton and Mr. Stone- 
hewer, who both urged him to publish it singly; but 
to this he objected, wishing, no doubt, to wait until 
his other designs should be completed. 

In the summer of the year 1755 he went into 
Hampshire, on a visit to Mr. Chute of the Vine, 
a ccHumon friend of his and Mr. Walpole, in the 
course of which he explored the beauties of that 
part of the southern coast ; but, on his return, was 
attacked by what he himself considered to be symp^ 
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toms of gout, and tkere can be litde doubt that this 
was the first approach of that discvder, which long 
preyed upon his ^irita and conatitution, and at 
length sent him to bin gTave> as it had done both 
his parents, at a time of life by no means advanced °. 
F(Hr the present it did but form a paiu&l and debi- 
litating ebeck to his favourite parsuits, and the only 
circumstance which occurred, for some time, worth 
notice, was his removal from Petei-house to Pem- 
br^e Hall. " This," he says himself, " may be 
looked up(m as an era in a life so barren of events 
as mine ; yet I shall treat it in Voltaire's manner, 
and only tell you, that I left my lodgings, because 
the rooms wore noisy, and the people at the house 
dirty." The real fact was, that be had long been 
disturbed by some young men, whose rank and for- 
tune seem to have jwocured for them unjustifiable 
license; and, in consequence of perpetual annoy- 
ance from the rooms on his staircase, he bad provided 
himself with a rope-ladder, to make his escape in 



' Mr. Mitfbrd iofoims ub, that Gray kept iir hii pocket a 
jouraal for thii ;eu, beiides a diary of the weather and a very 
BcennUe calendar of obaewatioDi on nitnral bialory, ft r^oltr 
account of hia health, in Latiut In the coune of thia, there 
occni, in almott every page, eipresatona like the falloiring : 
" laiomnia crebra, alque eipergisceoti lurdu quidam doloris 
sensus ; frequent etiam in regione atemi oppceaiio, et coidialgia 
^TJt, fere tempitema." 
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cue of need. As, however, these innilta were in- 
teaxtMoal utd continued, he thought it neeessa^ t« 
eodijdAis to th6 superiora of the society, and not 
neeting with such attention aa he felt his remon- 
■tance required ho aummHrily quitted the college. 
To the mention of th«se facta Mr. Mason adds an 
ofeaerraticHi, " that the dight manner in wHich Mr. 
Gray menticHis this aflhir when writing to his most 
intimate friend, does honour to the placability of his 
disposition." 

In tbfs interval the Bard had hees n^eeted, and 
mighC haVe shared the fate of so miuiy of Graf's 
T)eg;inninga, if his attention had net been called to 
the snbjeA by the performanee of Fury, the Uind 
Weldi harper, who appeared in Cambridge at this 
time. 

The inaagLOfttion of Grray was struck by the mkn- 
oer in which he adapted the most exquisite melody 
to the wild legetida and rugged verse of liis native 
mountuns : and this simple circumstance was a suf- 
ficient stimulus to him to put the finishing hand to 
this splendid Ode. He sh<Htly after went to town 
witb the intention of publishing it, together with the 
fonner Ode on the Progress of Poesy. Mr. Wal- 
pdle, hotvever, hearing of his errand, hastened to 
Dodsley's, and, as he says, snatched them out of his 
hand, insisting that they should be the first fruits of 
a press he had just set up at Strawberry-hill. Thus, 
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accordingly, were these productions nshered to the 
wrarld, exciting the rapture of many, the ridicule of 
b few, and the wonder of almost alL The Author 
himself seemed to betnty, ]M«vioiisly to the publica- 
ti(Ni, a little nustruBt of general ferour, and by the 
motto^ he selected for the fwmer of the two Odes, 
be showed himself prepared for the charge of ob- 
scurity. In the case of the Bard, its prophetic cha- 
racter afftN^led an obrioua plea in answer to this 
charge, and certainly there was truth in the remarlc, 
that it was only unintelli^le to those who were 
ignorant of the merest outlines of En^h history. 
This, however, would not apply to the Progress of 
Poesy: and here the wwds of Pindar formed the 
seven-fold shield, which the Author presented to all 
who complained that they could not understand. 

It is true, those who brought this allegation were 
little pleased to be told that, therefore, they were 
not among the happy few to whom the Anthw 
wished to be intelligible ; and some, no doubt, felt 
inclined to object to the principle of this poetic aris- 
tocraG]>, which Warburton, however, seems to sanc« 
tion in the euloginm he pronounces on the Odes in 
question. " The world," he said, " never passed so 
just an opinion upon any thing as upon them ; for 



' tvavra mvirmnv. Vocal ta tl\t wtMigml alone. — See 
Rnd. 01. II. s. 152. 
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tli&t in Dther things they have affected to like or dis- 
like: whereas here they own they do not ander- 
staud ; but yet they nndentand them as well as. 
Milton w Shakspeare, whom they are obliged, by 
fiishioa, to admire." Without, however, proceeding 
to this length of sup^cilious exclusion, we may yet 
remark in defence of Pindar and Gray, that in 
painting and music we allow of beauties discernible 
only to the practised eye and ear, and it may be 
difficult to assign a reason why the same should not 
be the case in poetry, which appeals to faculties, 
certainly not less varying in different individuals, 
and no less under the influence of external circum- 



The title of Pindaric belongs to these two cele- 
brated productions, partly from the form of their 
versification, framed correctly on the model of the 
Theban bard, which had been mistaken by Cowley 
and a crowd of imitators after him ; but partly also 
their just claim to this appellation is founded in the 
bold sublimity of the imagery, and the subtile rapi- 
dity of the transitions. The almost imperceptible 
manner, in which Pindar passes from one dimly- 
marked allusion to another, is one great source of 
bis obscurity, but then, to this he was chiefly eom^ 
polled by the nature of his subjects. These of tliem- 
selves admitted of little poetical ornament, and hence 
he was eager to catch the slightest opportunity, 
which a single word sometimes aifords him, to soar 
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away into loftier themes: tnit this he does with such 
a stately ease and majesty as, periiapa, no iwiitator 
has «ver attained. Besides this, the aUusioiis them- 
selves are with him, drawn from some luBtsriaJ tra- 
dition, or political prejudice of current inteieat in 
his time, or, as is still oftener the case, &om some 
impOTtant point of religious belief, and always are 
they subservient to the deep and solemn tone ^ mo- 
rality which he every where assumes. This, it most 
be owned, is not the case when Mr. Gray iatredoces 
to us the Muses and JujHter, Idalia, Cythensa, Mars 
and Hypoion : and this of itself must form an im- 
portant diflerence between the general manner and, 
perhaps, the obscurity of Pindar, and that of Gray. 

It may possibly be amusing to the reader to hear 
fnan himself smne of the opinions formed of the 
Odes we have been considering, by the fashionable 
and critical world at that time. " The &mily you 
mention near me," he sap in a letter to Dr. Wharton, 
" are full as civil as ever ; Miss Speed seems to un- 
derstand; and to all such as do not, she says — pwyavT« 
wycTtmy — in so many words. And this is both my 
motto and comment. I am afraid you mistake Mr. 
Roper's complaisance for approbation. Dr. Brown 
(I hear) says, they are the best ' Odes in our lan- 



> From a note communicaled to me by my friend Mr. Boswell, 
1 find that on the 39lh June, 1757, Gray received forty guineai 
ht ha two Odei. 
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guage. Mr. Ofirnck, the best in out's or any otAer, 
I Bhouldnot write this immodeat panegyric, did not 
jOu gfUUs at the motive of their applause. Lord 
Lj^ttletoit and Mr. Shengtone admire, but wish they 
mte ft Hale clearer. Lord Barrin^n's explanation, 
1 Uiink, I told yOQ before, so will not repeat it. Mr. 
F«t tkisks, if the Bard eung his song but once orer, 
KuTg Edward could not possibly understand htm. 
Indeed I Mb of his opinion, and am certain, if he 
bad snug it fifly times, it was impossible the king 
AUuld £now a jot the more about Edward III. and 
Qu«en Elizabeth, and Spenser and MiltoUj &c. * * 
Mr. Wood (Mr. Pitfs Wood) is disappointed in 
hu expectations. Dr. Ahenside criticises opening a 
tource^ with a Aey. The Critical R«view you haye 
seen, or may see. He is in raptures, (they say, it is 
Professor Franhlin,) but mistakes the jEolian' lyre 
for the harp o^ Molus, and on this mistake founds a 
compliment and a criticism." 

At the close of this year the office of Poet Laureate 
became vacant by the death of Cibber, and the 
]>nke of Deronshire, at that time Lord Chamber- 

h •• TUne too these golden keys, immortal boy, 
Ilu can tmloek the galei of jo;, 
Of horroi that, and IhTilliiig fean. 
Or 0fM the lacred iniTct of sjrmpathetic lean." 

Progrets of Poesj, III. 1. *er. 91. 
> Sec Cntieal Beview, vol, vii. p. 31. 
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laii^ wishing Mr. Gray to succeed to it, desired his 
brother, Lord. John Carendish, to make die offer to' 
him through Mr. Manm. Mr. Gray, faowera', de- 
clined accepting it, although it was pn^weed to him- 
aa a sinecure ; and in this refusal he seems to have 
be^i influenced by the want of character in those 
who had held the place since the days of Bowe. 
This had in his eye d^raded the office fer more 
than the imbecility of its recent poesessw. 

The same letter in which he expressed his feel- 
ings ou this subject, contains also a complaint of low 
spirits, fuid a d^ree of listlessuess which seems to 
hare shut up all tbe powers of his mind. Nor was 
the state of his spirits likely to be impnired by the 
duty which he felt derolring upon him, of tending 
the sickness of his two aunts, Mrs. Oliffe and Mrs. - 
Rogers, now his only remaining rdations. - Hie 
former had but lately suffered an attack of paralyaia, 
and the latter was the subject of a yet eevaer 
malady, &om which death released her in the au- 
tumn of the year 1^58. 

In July, 175^1 the British Museum was opened 
to the public, and the opportunity of examining the 
unknown stores of literature, contained in the Har- 
leian and Cottonian collections of manuscripts, in- 
duced Mr. Gray to change for a while his place of 
abode ; and in the month of July he came up to 
London, and settled himself near the Museum, in 
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Soutliainpton Row. Hera he remained for more 
tban two years, and in that time hia attention ap- 
pears to have been occnjned too deeply and too plea- 
santly to be mato'ially disturbed by two parodies 
which appeared on the Bard and ^e Ode on the 
Progress of Poesy. They were the joint productions 
of two gentlemen, one named Lloyd, and the other 
Colmun, who pointed their ridicule equally against 
Mr. Gray and Mr. Mason. Neither of these was, 
however, disposed to be irritable, and Gray in par- 
ticular was quite ready himself to bestow on the 
productions themselves such praise as they deserved; 
so hi was his temper removed from that caustic 
^irit of resentment which some poets have exhi- 
bited in Tindicating their fame. 

About this time the attention of the public was 
called to those extraordinary Erse fragments, as 
they were entitled, which Mr. Macpherson pro- 
fessed to have gathered from the traditionary melo- 
dies of his Highland countrymen, and to have literally. 
translated. Mr. Gray was, among others, early cap- 
tivated by their wild and enthusiastic spirit of poetry, 
and iram the first, he judiciously resolved not to allow 
his doubts on the subject of their authenticity to 
bias his mind unfaTOurably as to the merit of the 
poems themselves. On this point, therefore, he pro- 
nounces hJs opinion distinctly, and with much ani- 
mation. In one of his letters to Dr. Wharton he 
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thus speaka : " If you hare aeen StoneheWBt, he has 
probably told you of my old SooUh (nr rather Iiidi) 
poetry. I un gone mad about them. Th6y are said 
to be translatioiiB (literal and in prose) from tJie 
Erie tongue, done by one Macpherson, a young 
clergyman in the Highlands. He means to publish 
a collection he has of these epecimens of antiquity ; 
hot Mrimt plagues me is, I cannot come at any cer- 
tainty on that head. I was so stnck, so extatU 
with their infinite beanty, that I writ into Scotiand 
to make a thousand inquiries, llie letters I hare 
in return are ill-wrote, ill-reasoned, unsatisiactory, 
calculated (one would imagine) to deceive one, and 
yet not cunning enough to do it cleverly. In short, 
the whole external evidence would mc&e one be- 
lieve these fragments (fiff so he calls them, though 
nothing can be more entire) counterfeit ; but the 
interna] is so strong on the other side, that I am 
resolved to believe them genuine, spite of the devil 
and the kirli. It is impossible to convince me, that 
they were invented by the same man that writes 
me these letters. On the other hand, it is almost 
as hard to suppose, if they are original, that he 
diould be able to translate them so admirably. 
What can one do? since Stonehewer went, I have 
received another of a very different and inferior 
kind, (being merely descriptive,) much more modem 
than the former, (he says,) yet very old too. This 
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toe in its vny is »trem«ly fine. In short, this man 
u the very dnmon of poetiy, or he has lighted on a 
treagare hid for agee." In his eagem«m to pursue 
the question of authenticity. Gray directed his in- 
quiries to every source likely to furnish informaticm: 
and among others, he received a reply fraia Darid 
Hnme, which he acknowledges to afford the most 
satisfactory account of the matter he could obtain ; 
and, indeed, this ctottmimication seems to hare de- 
termined him on the side of those who maintained 
Ihe antiquity of these extraordinary compositions. 
If so, Mr. Gray's sentiments on the point must be 
considered as the mm'e unprejudiced, as they were 
at variance with those of his most intimate friends, ' 
and of Mason in particular, who, in the Memoire, 
ctumot evNt allow him to ex^iees his opinion with- 
out breaking in, to show how widely they differed 
from his own. 

It was likewise during the p«iod of his stay in 
Lcmdon, that Gray wrote the Epitaph on Sir Wil- 
liam Williams, who was killed at the siege of Belle- 
isle. It was composed at the request of Mr. Mon- 
tague, and, as it was undertaken as a task, the Au- 
thor does not appear to have satisfied himself in the 
execution of it. 

Some time subsequently he returned to Cambridge, 
uid in the summer of 1763 visited his friend Dr. 
Wharton, at Old Park. On his return, though dia- 
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appointed by bad weatHer of tbe si^t of Kirktstall 
Abbey, be yet made a diversion to Chatsworth and 
Hsrdwick; and, on his arrival in town, first heard 
of the death of Dr. Turner, Professor of Modem 
Histoiy to the University of Cambridge. By the 
earnest su^^estion of hia friends he was induced to 
make application, through the friendly medium of 
Sir Edward Erskine, for the vacant place, whidi 
was in ^e appointment of Lord Bute. That no- 
bleman returned a very civil refusal, though joined 
with great professions of his desire to serve him on 
any future occasion; and the Professorship was 
given to Mr. Brocket, tutor to Sir James Lowther. 

In the beginning of the year following Gray re- 
ceived intelligence of an unexpected panegyrist, on 
a soil to which he knew not that his &me had ex- 
tended. This was the ingenious and accomplished 
Count Algarotti, to whom Gray's Poems, as well as 
those of Mason, had been communicated by Mr. 
Taylor Howe, an honorary Fellow of Pembroke Hall, 
at this time travelling in Italy. Not insensible to 
the value of such an admirer. Gray availed himself 
of the opportunity, his acquaintance with that gen- 
tleman afforded him, to exchange one or two com- 
munications with the pohte Italian ; and when Mr. 
Howe first had thoughts of publishing the Count's 
Works in England, Gray warmly encouraged the 
design. He afterwards, indeed, found reason to 
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alter his opinioti on this point, and when the project 
VBs again mentioned, after Signor AJgarotti's death, 
he rather dissuaded it, fearing the great inaccuracy 
which then prevailed in the printing of forei^ 
hooks, and thinking that the knowledge of the Ita- 
lian language was not sufficiently estensive in this 
coontry to secure for the work an adequate circnla- 

During this part of his life Mr. Gray was suhject 
to continued attacks of gout and to other afflicting 
maladies, for one of which he was obliged, about 
this time, to submit to a severe operation. He found, 
however, much relief, both to his bodily infirmities 
and to his spirits, which were always more or less 
affected from excursions during the summer, in the 
course of which his natural love of observatioti led 
him to examine closely all that was beautiful or 
curious in his native country. For the benefit of 
tourists like himself, he formed a list of objects 
worthy of notice, (such as gentlemen's seats, anti- 
quities, &c.) in England and Wales, which he drew 
out on the blank leaves of Kitchen's Atlas. After 
his death it was printed by Mason, for private cir- 
culation among the Author's particular friends. 

In the year 1765 he extended hie tour to Scot- 
land; and after visiting Edinbnigh he proceeded, 
on the invitation of Lord Strathmore, to Olames 
Castle. In a place so remarkable for the beauty of 
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ita utofttlmti and the reCidlectioiH with whii^ it is 
asMxaated, be sprat swne daya much to his satis- 
fiietion, Hsd thence direrging into the wildnesses t£ 
Scottish BGenery, be took the route through DunkeU 
to Tsymonth, and adrancing to the pass of OiUi- 
krankie, returned by the Kair of AthoL The moM 
important circumstance, however, which arose out 
of Mr. Gray's visit to this country, was the ac- 
quaiataace it enabkd faitn to ftmn with the admired 
author of the Mmsb%I. During a £bw days which 
they spent Ja one another's society at Glomes, an 
obvioBs conge^ality of taste and senlimeiit led th^m 
tA contract a cordial friendship; and shortly mfttt 
Mt. Beanie (who was Professor of Moral Fhiloso^ty 
ajld liope in the Mareachal College at Aberdeen) 
sent to Mr. Gray, in the name of that Society, the 
offer of a Doctor's degree. This, indeed, the lattef 
thought it prudent to decliue, as he bad not pro* 
ceeded beyond the de^ee o( Bacbelfo- of Civil Law 
in his own University. 

In the following year, 1766, he chose Kent for 
the scene of his ramble, and in the course of the 
next visited Derl^shire, whence he was led da as 
far as Aston, the residence of Mr. Mason, who was 
then in much affliction frim the loss of his wife. On 
his return thence, hie received &om Mr. Beattie A 
flattering request, that he would aUow his Worfas 
to be printed at Glasgow by the celebrated FouIiB. 
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To this Mr. Ony wu readj enon^ to conaeat on 
bis own part, but, uufartnnatd;, he had but ktaljr 
giren leave to Dodslsy to prepare a new edition, 
and this, he feared, would interfere materially witi 
Foolis's news of profit. The book, howerer, made 
its appearance fnm the hands of both pablUiers ; 
but in it the I«ng Story was omitted, and th« rea- 
son for this WW, that the plates, for the sak« of 
whidi it had aj^teared in the first edition, were amr 
worn out. To supply this defect in qnaatity, Mr. 
Oray added the Norwegian and Welsh hagtaeat^ 
iriueh he had probably written some time before ; 
and he also furnished some notes, chiefly to the Pin- 
daric-Odes: and thps he did partly, as he s^a, to 
make aeknoffledgment wbere he was under oblig** 
tiwL, and pactly out of. spite against the world fof 
not undtntanding him.^ 

Now it was that oui Poet received, unsolicited, 
the appoiutment for whidi he had form^Iy sf^ed 
ia rain. On the aoddrntal death of Mr. Brodcet, 
the Frofesaoisli^ of Mo^m History was oSeted 
him by the Duke of Qraftoa, in the handamnost 
tensa of compliment, and at the express commaxd 
of his Sovereign. The emolument of this office was 
slwut four hundred a year, and though a constant 
residence in the University was required, we may 
suppose that Mr, Gray would readily acquiesce from 
obligation in that to which he had so long submitted 
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from choice. " His boBiiiess as Professor," says his 
mgeniouB friend and biographeTj " consisted of two 
parts ; one, the teaching of modem languages ; the 
other, the reading of lectures on modem history. 
The patent which created the office, authorised him 
to execute the former of these by deputies ; the 
latter, the same patent prescribed to him, to com- 
mence by reading a public lecture in the schools, 
and to continue to do so, once at least in every term. 
Aa this patent did not ascertain the language in 
which the lecture was to be read, he was at liberty 
to do it either in Latin or English ; be chose the 
former, and, I think, rather injudiciously : because, 
thou^ no man, in the earlier part of his life, was 
more ready in Latin composition, he had now lost 
the httbit, and might, therefore, well have excused 
himself, by the nature of his subject, tram any super- 
added difficulty of language. However, immediately 
on his appointment, he sketched out an admirable 
plan for his inauguration speech; in which, after 
enumerating the preparatory and auxiliary studies 
requisite, such as Ancient History, Gei^raphy, 
Cbronoli^, &c.™ he descended to the authentic 

■> Amongst these BuiiliaiieB, he ha^ set dawn Mtmoria Tech- 
vica; ut art in which he had mach eierclied himself when 
young. 1 find many memorial vefsea uanng his scattered 
papers : and I suspect he found good account in the practice ; 
for fen men were more ready and more accurate in their dates 
and erents than our Author. 
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sources of the science, snch as public treaties, state- 
recorda, private correspmidence ai ambassadors, &c. 
He eiao wrote the exordiBin of this thesis ; not, in- 
deed, in a manner correct enough to be here given by 
iray of fragment ; but so spirited, in point of seati- 
ment, as leaves it much to be lamented, that he did 
Dot proceed to its completion. At the some time he 
drew up, and laid befi»e the Duke of Qrafton, jtist 
then duMen ChancellOT of the University, three dif' 
ferent schemes for r^:nlating the method vS choodng 
pupils, "privately to be instructed by him : one of 
these was so much approved as to be sent to Oxford, 
in (ffder to be observed by the new IVifessor, then 
appcnnted in that place. 

The office above mentioned, to which the Duke of 
Graftoa was elected, had been vacated by the death 
of die celebrated Duke of Newcastle ; and va this 
occasion Gray was induced so iar to overoome his na- 
tural cantioua and retiring timidity, as to offer spon- 
taneously his service in writing the Ode &it Music 
at the InstaUfttion. But, though he undertook this 
fxam a sense of duty, and ftom the desire, that " Gra- 
titude should not sit silent, and leave Expectation to 
sing," there very feelings seem to have greatly op- 
pressed him in the perftHmance. " He considered 
it," says Mr. Mathias, " as a wnt of task, as a set 
composition ; and a considerable time passed, before 
he could prevail upon himself, or rather, before be 
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adcaaUj felt the power, to begin it. But one mwn- 
ing, after breakfast, Mr. Nicholla called on . him, 
and knoduBg at his duunber-door, Mr. X!3ray got op 
hastily, and threr it open himself, and nmning up 
to him, in a hurried tone ezclaiined, ' Hoice avaunt; 
'tis holy groand!' Mr. Nicholls was .so .aatoniahed, 
that he thought his 'senses were deranged ; but Mr.- 
Gray in a mconent after resumed his usual pleasing 
manner, and repeating several verses at the beginning 
of that inimitable composition, sai^^' Well: liiave. 
begun die Ode, and now I shall finidi it.' . ' It. 
would seem,' adds the learned narrator, ' by this - 
Interesting anecdote, that the genius of Gray sune- 
times resembled the armed apparition in ShakgMore'v 
master-tragedy ; ' He would not be commanded.'." 

Mr. Gray waited with' some impatience till the- 
ceremony of the installation was over, in order to set 
off on a tour to the lakes of Cumberland and West- 
moreland, and, as he expected to be accompanied by 
Dr. Wharton, he took Old Park in his way. That 
gentleman, however, was siezed, on the very outset 
of this interesting journey, by a severe attack of 
asthma, which obliged him to retum. 'And though 
Mr. Gray was thus left to prosecute his journey 
alone, we can hardly be brought to regret a circum- 
stance, to which we owe that animated and pic- 
turesque account he has given us in the journal, 
which he wrote expressly tot the amus^nent of his 
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Ktwent friend. " He that reads," says Dr. Jfdmscm, 
" ins epiBtola]7 narration wishes, that to travel, and 
to tell his travels, had be^i more of hn employment ; 
but it is by studying at home, that we must obtain 
tiie ability «f travelling with intelligence and im- 
prtwement." 

NotTrithstaading the beneficial effects of these ex- 
Ctiruoos, constant sickness, accompanied by a great 
d^ree of mental depression, was mailing, evMy year, 
deeper inroads into Mr. Gray's constitution ; and now 
that be possessed the comforts of an easy competence, 
he could promiBe himself but a E^ort time to enjoy 
themi Hig declining days, however, were not with- 
out the soothing influence of social inteTGoarse, and, 
indeed, few persons have been more happy than Mr. 
Gray in the possession of friends, eminent lor genius 
and for worth. To have been intimate with such 
men as Dr. Hurd and Dr. Farmer, was in itself a 
high distinction. But there were also o^ers, with 
whom years of uninterrupted intercourse had placed 
him on terms of closer companion^p. Sudi was his 
college friend. Dr. Wharton, and the amiabt» Mr. 
Stonehewer. But in Mason he found a kindred 
spirit, a poet, a. philosopher, and an aceomplislied 
man : nor was this all ; the abictest purity of prin- 
^les and of life were indispensable in those who as~ 
jHred to the honour of Mr. Gray's esteem. But 
when these quaMeations were united, as in the case 



■ ■,Go(><^[c 



Ixviii THE LIPS 

of Maion and Beettie, with true genius, tliey excited 
ia liim an admiratioB, whicli he was not backward iti 
expreasing. In the case of ttie latter, Mr. Gray's 
regard was met by an equal return of confidence, as 
in shown in the readiness with which Dr. Beattie, 
about this time, submitted the first book of the 
Minstrel to bis judgment, and the candour with 
which he received his criticisms. Xor did Mr. Gray's 
benevolent temper allow him to confine bis iriendehip 
to those of equal years and experience with himself. 
Many years after he had finally estaUisbed his resi- 
dence at Cambridge, he discovered in the higli at- 
taioments and amiable qoaliUes of Mr. Norton Ni- 
choUs, (then but jost entering on his University 
career,) that which claimed and obtained his warmest 
r^ard. And a yet more striking instance of ardent 
attachment, with a greater disparity of years, appears 
in Mr. Gray's intimacy with a young man named 
Bonstetten, who was of Swiss extraction, and son to 
the Btullie of Neon, in the canton of Berne. A com- 
bination of rare and noble endowments, which met 
in him, seem to have revived in the mind of Gray 
those feelings, which in the spring of life had been 
withered in fruitless regrets over the grave of his 
earliest friend. In his correspondence with this 
young man, at the period to which our narrative has 
descended, there is exhibited a warmth of r^ard, 
that sets the character of the writer in the most 
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amiable Ug^t, aad an almost patcnia] tendemen in 
nihnimiiAing liis friend of the dongera incident to bia 
youth. 

In die mmmer of the year 1770, Wr. NidioUa 
WIS Afr. Gray's eompaalon in a six-weeks' toi^ 
throng Olbuoesterahire, Worceatershire and AIoo- 
niouthshiK ; and though in following the course irf 
Ae Wye, and wandering amid the beaades whith 
adcnu its banks, he felt awhile the exhilarstiiig in- 
iuence, soch soenee are calculated to impart, yet he 
<mly retnmed to experience the keener assaults (^ 
a wasting malady. He speaks in his letters of a 
cough, and of " mechanical low spintq/' which he 
attempted in vsXa to amuse by forming projects of 
futnre excursions, never, alas! to be re&lized. This 
mmUd de)ecti(m, of which he complains, was now 
mnidi increased by his anxiety about his Professcn*- 
ship, which he had held nearly three years, without 
having folfilled any trf the datiea annexed to it ; and 
though the feeble state of his health and spirits ren- 
dered him perfectly inctanpetent to the exertion of 
body and mind, which those duties required, yet he 
ODuld not reconcile it to his feelings, to receive the 
profits of an appcnntment in which he perftMrmed no 
service. Hence, after a painful stru^e, he had at 
length formed the resolation, which be expressed to 
Mr. Mason, of resigning the office. And this, no 
doubt, he would have done, hud not death delivered 
him from the trial. 
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By the tdicitatiOm of his friend Bonstetten, be 
had entertained thoughts of visiting SwitzerUnd, in - 
the micoeeding Bummer: but this idea had. been 
given up. some time before his hneditary malady 
■truck its mortal blow. - The &tal symptonn tf i^h 
proachlng diBmlution first appeared in the-spring «f 
the year 177^ • B^id ihax |nvgTea8'aiid:mel&ndioly. 
termination shall be given in the words of Mr. Mason. . 
" The gout had, &r aereral yean, attacked him in m 
weakly and linfized manner; and the great tem- 
perance whidi heobwrred, particularly in regard ta 
his' drinking, served, -perhaps, to prevent any severe^ 
paroxysm, but by no means esvdicated tbe oonsti- 
tatiooal malady. In the latter '^td (rf May. 177ir 
just about the time be wrote the last letto-, he re- 
moved to Londim, where be became feverish, and bis 
dgectkm of spirits increased: the weather being 
then very sultry, our oranmon friend. Dr. Gis-. 
bourne", advised him, for an opener and freer air, to 
remove from his lodf^nga in Jermyn-street to Ken- 
aingtan, where he ' frequently attended him, and 
where Mr. Orsy so ftr got the better of his disorder, 
as to be able to return to Cambridge ; meanisg.from 
thence to set ost very soon for Old Park, in hopes 
that travelling, firom which be usually received bo 
much benefit, would complete bis cnre : but, on the^ 
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24th of July, while at dliuier ia the-odl^e-btll, he 
f^t a sudden nausea, which oUiged hkn to riM frtm 
table aud retire to his chamber. Thia ooatmued to 
increase, and nothing staying on his stomach, he 
•eat fcft hia iriend Dr. Glynn, who, finding it to be 
the gout- in that part, thou^t his case dangennia, 
and called in Dr. Flumptree^ the physical Professor ; 
-diey prescribed to him the umal corcUak given ia 
that distemper, bat without any' gOod effect ; for, on 
th&29th, he was seiaed with a strong couTulsirai fit, 
whicli, on the 30th, returned with, increased violence, 
and oh the next evenii^ he expired. He was sen- 
uble at times, almost to the lasti aud from the first 
aware of his extreme danger; but expressed no 
visible oonoem at the thou^ts of hia. approaching 
diBsaladoa." 

' " Mihi, prster acarbitatem amid erepti, auget 
moestitiam, quod adsideie Taletodini, fbvere deficient 
tern, satisri vultu, complexa, non ccmtigit "." I was 
then on the eastern side of Yorkshire, at a distance 
from 'the direct poet, and, therefore, did not receive 
the mdancholy intelligent^ soon enough to be able 
to reach Camtnidge, before his corpse had been car- 
ried to the place he had, by will, appointed (ot its 
interment. To see the last rites duly performed. 



Vita Agricols, cap. ilv. 
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thexeivte, fell to the lot of Dr. Brown ; I lisd oalj 
to join him, on his retnm tram the ftmeral, in exe- 
eotiog the other tnuts, whidi his friendship had au- 
thorised MB jiuntly to peribnn." 

From the foregoing nairatiTe it will be seen that 
the life of Mr. Gray was speat in the enjc^moit of 
literary leisure, which frugal habits and a contented 
mind allowed him to indulge, in a state of perfect 
independence. And thou^ his days were paiaed in 
retirement, which, at times, amounted to absolute 
seclusion, he never banished from his bosom tlte ge- 
nuine feelii^ of social benevolence, nor did it ewa 
enter his thoughts, though he was not without bis 
share of suffering and disappointment, that a poet 
and recluse was entitled to be a misanthn^. 

" The predominant bias of his mind," to uae the 
expression of Mr. Mathias, " was a strong attsdi- 
ment to virtae; ' to the exercise of right reason,' 
as he osed frequently to call it, in the words of 
Plato. And if any person were mentioned to him 
as a man of ability, of genius, or of science, he al- 
ways inquired, ' Is he good £>r any thing?' " 

His refined taste and familiar acquaintance with 
the language of Italy, led him to take pre-eminent 
delight in studying the writers of that country, both 
in prose and verse. From the poets, indeed, and 
especially the Tuscan, ho may be almost said to have 
taken the model of his own compositions, although 



T,Go(><^[c 



his attsdunent to tbeM did not cause him to under- 
value the poets of his own oonntry ; and he is said 
never to have sat down to write witluot " leading 
some jiortion of the works of Spenser." Of Diyden 
be was so great an admirer, that he could not hear 
to hear him criticiBed, and at all times he confesMd 
his dflUght in the terse and polished beauties of 
Pope. 

The extent of Mr. Gray's general knowledge can 
hardly be described in tenns sufQcieDtly comprehen- 
nve, nnce by ouiatant reading, the delist and b»< 
lace of his days, he added to the most ample stores 
of flnmrirail learuiiig, all that may be included nnder 
(he title of polite UteratDie : and, with the exception 
of pure mathematics, and the stndice immediately 
eoauected with them, he is said to have combined 
a competent knowledge on every subject, with a 
coiKnunmate mastery of meat. 

At one period of his life, he had ibrmed the de- 
sign of editing the works of Strabo, and in this 
view he entered with a gpirit of deep and successful 
research into the details of ancient geography ; bat 
more particularly into those relating to Persia and 
Jndia, cwnparing tiie statements of the best writers 
with the results of modem discovery. 

Besides this, he spent much time in forming ab- 
stracts and making comments on the wf^ks of 
Plato, which, together with his notes on Ari- 
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atgpfatmea, bare been pubUshed in the work of Hr. 
Mathiiu. And Blthongh from the§e eztemporar)' 
adversaria, we may discover the care, with which Mr. 
Qsay brought his oollat«Tal knowledge to bear on . 
the subject before him, yet it may be necessary to 
' caution the general reader against viewing them in 
a wrong light. All that are contained in this p»v- 
tion of Mr. Oray's works are only the ordinary e»- 
erdsea ot an. acate and enlightened schtdar, per- 
fonoed sii^ly with a view to his own benefit, botlt 
In- assisting his memory and collecting his thoi^hts. 
wltUn a short compass. So that, without entering 
on' the question oi the- propriety of submitting such 
perftKmances to the public eye, it m&y be sufficient 
to state, that they are not to be looked upon as the 
standard (though, to the candid student, they will 
affind cousiderable evidence) of that vast ernditiont 
which we know Mr. Gray to have possesaed. But 
a work, on which he bestowed the most exact atten- 
tiini, even to the miuutis of arranging and trao- 
scribii^;, was the Greek " Aatboli^la," which he 
enriched with many additional epigrams, besides 
emendations, and a great number of explanatory 
ttotei. In this occupation, however, Mr. Mason 
thinks that Gray had no thoughts of making his la- 
bmtnl public ; and, indeed, the only work which he 
seems to have commenced, seriously, with this inten- 
tion, was a history of En gl is h poetry. To this un- 
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dertaking be alludes in his prefooe to the Jiona 
Imitatiims, pnbli^ied in the aecond edition of his 
Poems; and in pnwecnting it, be mshed to have 
combined bis efforts with those of bis friend Masoti. 
Hie pisn of the work was first su|g;ested to him by 
a loose and scrawled sheet, which had come under 
his notice from the hands of Dr. Waiburton. It wns 
a list sketdied out by Pope, and founded on an ori- 
ginal idea of his, that the wcrka of different poets 
m^t be ehuaed, aoeording to tiieir several schools, 
in the same way that those of painters bad been. 
With this object in view. Gray oonunenoed his re- 
marks iHi the voluminous works of Lydgate, and 
also a treatise iei EngHsb rhyme, both which are 
printed in the edititm of Mr. Mathias. He was, 
hqwever, induced to demst from the attempt, by 
omnpnting the vast labour it would involve, (which, 
p^haps, could not have been estimated till the trul 
was made,) and also by hearing that the task had 
been undertaken by Mr. Thomas Warton, Fellow of 
Trinity College, Oxford. And the manner in which 
Mr. Gray submitted to that gentleman, at his re- 
quest, the plan be had drawn out for bis own work, 
showed at once his modesty and his candour. 
. For the last ten years of bis life, Mr. Gtay de- 
voted his attention particularly to the study of na- 
tural history. By the instructions of his uncle An- 
trobua he was a considerable botanist at the a^ of 
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fifteen, " and otttsa said," as we learn from Mr. Masos, 
" that he thonght it a aingular felicity to hare en* 
gaged in it ; as, besides the constant amnsement it 
gave him in his chamber, it led him more frequently 
out into the fields ; and, by maVing his life less se- 
dentary, improTed the general course t£ his healtli 
and spirits." Of bis attainments in the department 
of Eotdogy, the following charaeter is given by the 
Reverend Mr. Tyson, of Bene't College, a gestle- 
man fully competent to form a judgment on this 
subject. " la this dasa of animals (the Maimaalia) 
be has concentrated what the idd writers and the 
diffuse Buffim have said upon the subject ; he has 
oniversally adopted the concise language of Uniueus, 
and has given it an el^ance which the Swede had 
no idea of; but there is little of his own in this 
class, and it served him only as a common-place, 
but it is such a common-place as few men but Mr. 
Oiay oould tana. In the birds and fishes- he has 
most accurately described all that he had an oppor- 
tunity of examining : but the volume of insects is 
the most perfect ; on those of England there is cer- 
tainly nothing so complete. In regard to the plants, 
there is little else than the English names and tbeur 
native wala, extracted from the Species Plantarum 
of Linnaeus. I suppose no man was so thorough a 
master of Ids system j he has selected the distin- 
guishing marks of each animal, &c. with the grsatest 
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judgment ; and, what no man else, probablj, oould 
Iwve done, he has made the Oennau Latin of Lia- 
nKOB purely classical." 

Bat his obaerrotions were directed, not only to 
the apipearaflceB o( nature, but likewise to the monu- 
inents of past times ; and on the subject of antiqui- 
ties he may be considered a complete proficient. 
He was well Teraed in the works of Dugdale, 
Heamei and Spelman ; and Pennant, in the preface 
to bis Antiquities of Limdcm, oonfesses himself in- 
debted to him for much valuable information. As 
far as it is suheervient to an acquaintance with an- 
tiquities, he also made himself master of heraldry ; 
and his knowledge of architecture may properly be 
mentkined here ; fw, as his attention was chiefly 
directed to the Gothic, he seems to have studied the 
pecnliarities of that style rather with the feelings of 
an antiquary than an artist. On this subject ,Mr. 
Mason thus speaks : " He had seen, and accurately 
Studied in his youth, while abroad, the Roman pro- 
pcHtions on the spot, both in ancient ruins and in 
the works of Palladio. In his later yean he applied 
himself to consider those stnpeadous structures of 
more modem date, that adorn onr own country ; 
which, if they hare not the same grace, have un- 
doubtedly equal dignity. He endeavoured to trace 
this mode of building, from the time it commenced. 
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throagli ite various diangee, till it arrived at Ha per- 
fection, in the reign of Henry the Eigbth, and ended, 
in that of Elizabeth. For this purpose he did not. 
so much depend upon written* accounts, as that in- 
ternal evidence which the buildings themselves give 
of their respective aatiquitv ; since they constantly 
iumish to the well-informed eye, arms, ornaments, 
and other ondubitable marks, by which their several' 
ages may be ascertained. By these means he ar- 
rived at so very extraordinary a pitch (tf sagacity, 
as to be enabled to pronounce, at first sight, on the. 
precise time when every particular part of any of 
our cathedrals was erected. He invented also se- 
veral terms of art, the better to explain his meaning 
on this subject." In the entire range of the fine arts 
Mr. Gray's knowledge was by no means con&nned to. 
an ordinary standard, and in his observatitms upcra 
them, the enthusiasm of a genuine admirer is easilf 
distii^uiahable from the fashionable jargon' of pro*, 
fiessed amateurs. In the study of painting, his tour 
in Italy had afforded him every advantage fur an 
acquaintance with the works of highest merit; and- 
so well djd^he avail himself of these, and so exact 
was his discrimination of the peculiarities of dif- 
ferent schools, and of different masters in each, that 
he once amused himself with framing subjects, in his. 
own mind, suited to the style severally of the artists. 
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he most admired f. Time has likewiae been pa!>- 
Ikhed, since bis death, a Hst of painten, fcma the 



t Aa tbia docameDt will, no doubt, b« iateicstiog U th« 
reader, it ii ben nibjmiied : 

" An Alur-pieca. — Goldo. 

The top, ft teaven; in the midille, at » dlMaoce, the Fadra 
Etemo indistincQj kcl, and loit, aa it were, in gloiy. On 
diher hand, an^li of all degrees in altitudei of adoiatioii and 
wonder. A little lower, and neit the e;e, lupported on the 
wii^ of seraphs, Chriit, the principal figure, with an air of 
calm and serene majesty, his hand eitend«d, as commanding 
the elements to Iheir several places : neat him an ai^l of su- 
perior rank l>earing the golden compuses (that Milton de- 
tciibei;) beneath, the chaos, like a dark and tnrbnleitt' ocean, 
onlj illumine^ bj the spirit, who is brooding o>er it. 
A small picture. — Correggio. 

Eve newly created, admiring her own shadow in the laie*. 
Another. — Domenichino. 

Medea in a pensive posture, with revenge and maternal af- 
fection striving in her visage ; her two children at play, sport- 
ing with one another before her. On one side a bust of Jason, 
to which thej bear some resemblance. 

A statue. — Michael Angelo, 

Agave in (he moment she returns to ber senm ; the head of 
her son, fsllen on the grannd from her hand}. 
A picture.— Salvator Rosa. 

-ijieaa and the Sybil sacrificing to Pluto by lorch-Kght in 



* The famous Venus of this master, now in Che possesnon of 
Sir William Hamilton, proves bofr judiciou^y Mr. Gray fixed 
upon his pencil for the eiecutioa of this ditnung sobject.— 

$ Vide Ovid. Met. lib. iii: 1. TOt, &c.— Mason. 
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reriTikl of the art, drawn up by him j and in this he 
is aoid to hare brought to light one, eminent buth as 



the naod, the asststauts in a &ight. Hie day begiumiig to 
breik, 10 u dimlj to show the moDlh of the cavetn. 

Si^snKHuU with the bead of Gaiscardo before her. I have 

•een a imall print on this suhject, olieie the eipresdon is ad- 

mirable, said to be giaved from a jMclnre of Correggio t. 

Another. — Albano, or the Panne^ano. 

Iphigenia asleep by the Ibuntain-Hde, het maids about her ; 

Cttdou gBEJT^ and linghing (, 

Another. — DomecichiDO, or the Caiarci- 
Glectia with the urn, in which ah« imagined were her brO' 
ther'i ashea, lamentii^ over them ; Orestei uoolhering hii 
concern. 

Another. — Correggio . 
Ithuriel and Zephon entering the bower o! Adam aad Eve ; 
they aUefang. The light (o proceed from the angeli. 
AsDihei. — Nirfiolaa Rmsan. 
Alceitii dying ; hec children weeping, and hanging upon het 
robe; the youngest of them, aliltleboy, crying loo, but appear- 
ing rather to do 90, because tha others ve afflicted, than from any 

t Aderwards, when he had seen the ordinal in the possessi<Hi 
of the late Sir Luke Scbaub, he always expressed the highest 
adnurtttian of it ; though we see, by his here giving it to Sal- 
tator Rosa, he thought the subject too hofrid to be treated b; 
CMrreggio ; and, indeed, I-betieve> it is agreed that the capital 
jHCture in question i> not of his hand.—^MASON. 

t This subject has been often treated; once, indeed, very 
curiously by Sir Peter Leiy, in the way of portrait, when his 
(acred Majesty, Charles the Second) represented Cymon, and 
the Duchess of ClevelaDd and Mrs. Eleanor Gwin, (in as in- 
decent attitudes as hia royal taste could prescribe,) were Iphi- 
genia and her attendants. — Msson. 
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a painter aud as a poet, wliose name had been long 
^rgotten. Mr. H. Walpole also, in his Anecdotes of 
Painting, has acknowledged himeelf to be under much 
oblation to tlie judgment and information of his 
former fellow-traveller. 

Of his taste in music Mr. Mason thus speaks: 
" It was founded on the best models, those great 
mosteiB in Italy, who fionrished aboat the same time 
with Ilia &T(nmte Pergolesi. Of his and of Leo's, 
Bonondni's, Vind's, and Haase's works, he made a 
valoable collection while abroad, chiefly of such of 
their vocal compositions as he had himself heard and 
admired ; observing in bis choice of these the same 
judldons rule, which he followed in making his col- 
lection of . prints ; whicli was not so much toget to< 



lenae of the reuon oF their aonow : her right arm shautd be, 
iMiiid this, bcr left extended toirard) the real, u recommending 
them to her loid's care 1 he fainting and eapported b; his >(- 
tendsut*. 

S«l valor Roto. 
Hannibal paising the Alps ; the mountaineer) roUing down 
racks aponhis army ; elephants tumbLng down the precipices. 
Another.— Domenichino. 
Arril giving Claudius's order to Pclns, and stabbing herself 
at the name time. 

N. Poussin, or Le Sueur. 
Virgimus murdaring his daughter ; Appiui at a distance , 
rtartiDg up frbtn his tribunal ; ihe people amaied, but few of 
them seeing the action itself." 
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gether complete seta of the wotIcs of any master, as 
to select those (the best in tbeir kind) which would 
lecttll to his memory the capital pictures, statues, and 
1>u>ldiiiga which he had seen and studied. By thk 
means, as he acquired in painting great facility and 
accuracy in the knowledge of hands, so in music he 
gained supreme skill in the more refined powers of 
ex{Nre8Uon ; especially when we consider that art, as 
en adjunct to poetry : tot vocal music, and that only^ 
(excepting, perhaps, the lessons of the younger Scar- 
latti) was what he chiefly regarded. His instrument 
was the harpsioord ; on which, though he had little 
execution, yet, when he sung to it, he so modulated 
the small powers of his voice<>, as to be able to con- 
vey to the intelligent bearer no common degree of 
satisfiiction. This, however, he could seldom be 
prevailed upon to do, even by bis most intimate ac- 
quaintance. 

After taking this cursory view of that store of 
knowledge, with which Mr. Oray's comprehensive 
mind was furnished, & remark or two may be allowed 
on the general character of bis emplt^rments ; and if 
these should at all wear the aspect of ^sure, they 

1 He wtis much admired !m liis sieging in his jouth ; yet he 
was BO shy in eiercisiog this talent, that Mr. Walpole tells me, 
lie never could but once prevail on him to give a proof oF it ) 
and then it nas with so much pain lo himself, that it gave him 
no manner of pleasure.— -Mason. 
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will still be pardoned by sucli, as do not oeceBsarily 
oonnect the duty of a biographer with that of a 
pan^^ynst. The ordioary coorBe of Mr. Gray's oe- 
ettpation seems mariced oniversally by eager and 
intatiate ourioeity, and by patient industry. Bnt, 
however gratifying he might £nd it to have the free 
choice of his own purauits, it may yet be qaestioned 
whether ths want of a direct profeesioa, to conooi- 
trate his thoughts and give an impolse to his studies, 
was not a serious alloy to his enjoyment; Thegronnd 
«rf this surmise is in those frequent expres^ons of 
listless dissatis&ction, whidi occur in his coireepond- 
ence, and which, uttered as they were from the re- 
cess of hia seclusion, seem to betray a hankering 
after some stronger impulse, or ulterior object of 
pursuit, even than the a«qui8ition of knowledge. 
Nor is this suspicion less likely to be just, because 
the subject of it was himself unwilling to acknow- 
ledge its truth. In one of his letters to Dr. Whar- 
ton he uses the following language : " To find raie's 
self buuness (I am persuaded) is the great art of 
life ; and I am never so angry, as when I heu- my 
acquaintance wishing they had been bred to some 
p<Aing profession, or employed in smne office of 
drudgery, as if it were pleasanter to be at the oom- 
mand of other people, than at one's own j as if they 
could not go unless they were wound up ; yet I 
kiunv and feel ^at they mean by this complaint : it 
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prvres. that some Erpirit, something of genius (more 
than common) is required t« teach a man how to 
employ himself.". Now there are numbeta, perfectly 
rea^y to acknowledge the pre-eminent strength and 
capacity of Mr. Oray's mindi and to admire the 
extraordinary richness of his imagination, who would 
yet be disposed to doubt, whether he did altogether 
spend his time, as the truest genius would dictate. 
The remark made by Gibbon, on the unfinished 
po^n (01 the unicm oi Education and Government, 
certainly inclines to this opinion, and by many the 
sincere lefftit of that acute writer would be applied 
to a considerable portion of our poef s studies. The 
complaint of such is, that a man, possessed of talents, 
calcolated to conftr the noblest benefits on mankind, 
should have so often exercised them on pursuits, 
with which minds of the most ordinary power mi^t 
be ^illy competent to cope, or in making acquisitions, 
of the bluest value in themselves, but from which 
himself, and the immediate drcle of his aseodates 
were alone to reap the benefit. With r^ard, indeed, 
to himself, there can be no doubt that the pursuits 
in which he was eng^ed, in the highest d^ree 
tended to the refining and enlightening of his own 
mind, and thus were emin^itly conducive to the 
virtues which adorned his character. But he who 
possesses extraordinary endowments, possesses eX' 
traordinary means of benefitting his fellow-creatures. 
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and the nc^ect ta employ these meoiu isj in a cer- 
tain view, B kind of dereliction of duty: It appears, 
that Mr. Gray was himself ccmsciouB of a deficiency 
in this respect, when it was too kte; and on bis 
deadi-bed, he is said to have regretted that he had 
not done nu«% for literature. One cause, which 
chedced him in extending to the world at lai^the 
benefits of bis own acquirements, was that weakness 
to whidi his best friends acknowledge him to have 
been subject This was a dread of being thooght 
an author by profession ; and so far, inde^, aa Ibat 
character is connected with a meidiandize of know- 
ledge, he certainly in no degree possessed it; tor 
even before his income was augmented, as it miS on 
the death of his near relatives, his wants never ap- 
pear to have exceeded bis means of supplying tbem, 
and always left an ample surplus for purposes of 
well-directed charity. 

In r^ard to poetry, his greatest admirers will be 
the first to lament that he did not write more ; and 
the immense mental iatigue arising from the habit 
o( finishing, with the utmost exactness, every part of 
his cwnpositions, as he proceeded, was no doubt the 
cause that he did not'. But it also appears, that 



'The follawiiig circunutuiee ii reliled by Mr. M&thiu, in 
tbe valuable poiUcript to bis edition : " Wben Mr. NicboUs 
DDce aalLcd Mr. Gray, nby be never finisbEd that iucomptnble 
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there were certain perwds at which he was totallj 
iaounpeteiit to this kind of writing; at least such 
was bis own notuui, and) notwithatanjing the ani- 
madversions of I>r. Johiuon upon it, there is good 
groimd for believing it jnst. In a lett^ to Dr. 
Wharton, he says : " I by no means pretend to in- 
spiration, but yet I affirm that the facnlty in ques- 
tion is by no means voluntary. It is the resolt (I 
suppose) of a certain disposition of mind, which does 
not d^>end on one's self, and which I have not felt 
this ]<Hig time. You that are a witness how seldom 
this spirit bos moved me in my liie, may easily give 
credit to what I gay," In writing also to Mr. Wal- 
pole, he expresses himself thus : " I will be candid, 
and avow to you, that tUl fourscore and ten, what- 
ever the humour takes me, I will write, because I 
like it ; an4 because I like myself better when I do 
so. If I do not write much, it is because I cannot." 
On the subject of Mr. Gray's political opinions, 

lisgmeitt on tfae Alliance between good GovemnMut and good 
Education, id oidei to produce the Happineu of Mankind, he 
■ud, ht aniid n/a ; and then eipiained himulf in wordj of this 
kind, or (o thU effect : ' I have been used to write chieQj lyric 
poetry, in -which, the poema being short, I have ucuMomed 
mjaelf to polish every part of them with cue ; uid ai this hat 
became a habit, I can scarcely write in any other manner ; the 
labour of thii In A long poem would hard^ be tolerable, and, if 
acoompliihed, it might pouibly be ileGcieal in effect by vanting 
the chiaro-otcoro.' " 
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Mr. Walpole expresses himself doubtfully, and says, 
that sometimes he iDclinnd to the side of authority, 
scanetimes to that of the people : and iu his religious 
principles, the leading feature was an inreterate 
aversioa to scepticism, and to those who professed 
themselves its adrocates. " He ouce," says Mr. 
Mathias, " made it his particulai' request to a friend 
of bis, who was going to the continent, that he would 
not pay a visit to Voltaire ; and when his friend re- 
plied, ' What can a visit from a person like me to 
him signify?' he rejoined, with peculiar earnestness, 
' Sir, every tribute to such a man signifies.' " 

In Mr. Gray's ordinary manners, there seems to 
have been SMnething a little repulsive to a first 
approach ; and this, perhaps, arose from an air of ex- 
cessive delicacy and fastidiousness, which imposed 
constraint on those, who could not discern the gen- 
uine benevolence that was disguised under this 
affectation. There was also in his behaviour a cer- 
tain d^ee of reserve, which was by some imputed 
to disdain for those inferior to himself in knowledge, 
although, in reality, this feeling was never entertained 
by him, except towards pretenders to science. " I 
am sorry," says tJie excellent Dr. Seattle, in writing 
to a friend, "you did not see Mr. Gray on bis re- 
turn ; you would have been much pleased with him. 
Setting aside his merit as a poet, which, however, in 
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my opinion, is greater than any of his coteniporaries 
can boast, in this or any other nation, I found him 
possessed of the most exact taste, the soundest judg- 
ment, and most extensire learning. He is happy 

' in a singular facility of expreasion. His conversa- 
tion abounds in (oiginal observations, ddivered with 
no appearance of sententious formality, and seeming 
t« arise spontaneously, without study m premedita- 
tion. I passed two very agreeable days with him at 
Glammis, and found him as easy In his manners, and 
as communicative and frank, as I could have wished." 
Of his conversation, Mr. Walpole says, that " it was 

' so circumspect, that it seemed nunaturali though it 
was only pure English." And, perhaps, the following 
comparison, made by Mr. Cole, hia particular firieud, 
may assist the reader to complete his idea of this 
distinguished master of the British lyre : 

" I am apt to think," says the above-named gentle- 
man, " that the characters of Voiture and Mr. Gray 
were v^y similar. They were both little men,'very 
nice and exact in their persons and dress, most lively 
and agreeable in conversation, and both of them fail 
of affectatitm." 

With this portrait we may naturally conclude 
these remarks, which have been introduced only to 
IJU up the short, but comprehensive sketch, of Mr 
Gray's character, which was drawn, immediately 
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sAer hiB death, by the Rev. WiUiam Temple, rector 
of St. Glnviera, in Cornwall, and with which Mr. 
Mutm concludes his truly valuable Menunrs : 

" Perhaps he was the most learned man in Europe. 
He was equally acquainted with the el^ant and 
profiraod parts of science, and that not superficially 
but thoroughly. He knew every branch of histwy, 
both natural and civil ; had read all the original 
hisbu-ians of Enghmd, France, and Italy ; and was a 
great antiquarian. Critidsm, metaphysics, morals, 
politics, made a principal part of his plan of study ; 
vf^ages and travels of all sivtB were his fevourite 
amusement; and he had a fine taste in painting, 
prints, architecture, and gardening '. With such a 
fimd of knowledge, his conversation must have been 
equally instructing and entertaining; but he was 
also a good man, a well-bred man, a man of virtue 
and hum^ty. There is no character without some 
speck, same imperfection ; and I think the greatest 
defect in bis was, an afiectatiou in delicacy, or 
rather effeminacy ', and a visible ^tidiousness, or 
omtempt and disdain of his iofenors in science. He 
also bad, in some defpree, that weakness which dis- 

■ He has declaimed any skill in this art in the thirty-Eulh 
Letter of (he (burth Sectiaa, and usually held it ia leu estinia- 
lion thaD, I think, il deseFves, declaiiog himself to be only 
charmed with the bolder features of unadorned nature. 

■ This is rightly pat : it was lalbei an aficctation in delicacy 



^■i hv Google 



f^ted Voltaire so much in Blr. Congreve " : though 
he Beemed to value others, chiefly accvxAing to the 
progrew they hod made in knowledge *, yet he 
could not bear to be considered himself merely as a 
man '<^ letters; and though without birth, or for- 
tune, or station, his desire was to be looked upon as 
a private independent gentleman, who read for his 

aod effemiiutC]' Hum tbe Ihicgs ibemselvei ; uid he chose to 
pot OQ Ihk appearance chiefly before peraom whom he did not 

■ 1 have i^n thotight that Mr. Coagreve might very well be 
lindicaled on this head. It seldom happens that the vanitj of 
aathorship continues to the end of a man's da;3 ; it asually 
Mon leaves hini, where it found him ; and if he has not sotne- 
Ibii^ belter to build his setf-apprabation npon Ihanthal of being 
* popuUr writer, he generaljj finds himielf ill at ease, if 
respected onl; on that acctniat, Mr. Congreve was much ad- 
vanced iti jeaia when the ji>ung French poet paid him this 
viait; and, though a man of the world, he might now feel that 
indificrence to literary fame which Mr. Gray, who always led > 
more retired and philosophic life, certainly felt much euiiei. 
Both of them, therefiire, might teasooably, at times, express some 
dispist, if their quiet was intruded upon by persona, who thought 
they flattered them by such intrusion. 

■ It was not on account of their knowledge that he valued 
mankind. He contemned, indeed, all pretendeis to literature, 
but he did not select his friends from the lilerajy class, merely 
because they were literate. To be his friend, it was always 
either necessary that a man should have something belter tban 
an improved understanding, or at least that Mr. Cray should 
believe he had. 
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aransement. Fetfaaps it may be nid. What Hignifies 
so mach knowledge, when it produced ao little ? Is 
it vorth taking so much pains to leave no memorial, 
but a few poems ? But let it he considered, that 
ill. Gray was to others, at least innocently em- 
ployed ; to himself, certainly beneficially. His time 
passed agreeably ; he was every day making some 
new BCquisitimi in science ; his mind was enlarged, 
his heart softened, his virtue strengthened ; the 
world and mankind were shown to him without a 
mask ; and he was taught to consider every thing as 
trifling, and unworthy of the attention of a wise 
man, except the pursuit of knowledge, and the 
practice of virtue, in that state wherein Ood hath 
placed us." 
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LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 



MR. THOMAS GRAY. 



In tbe Name of Ood. Amen. I Thtanas Onj, of 
Pembroke Hall, in tbe University of Cambridge, 
being of sound mind and in good beoltb of body, 
yet ^orant bow long tbese blessings may be in- 
dulged me, do make tbis my Last Will and Testa- 
ment in manner and form following. First, I do 
desire tbat my body may be deposited in tbe vault, 
made by iny late dear motber in tbe cburcbyard of 
8toke-P(^eia, near Slough, in Buckingbamshire, by 
her remains, in a ct^n of aeasmied oak, neither 
lined, n(ur covered, and (unless it be very incon- 
venient) I could wish tbat one of my executors may 
see me laid in the grave, and distribute among sucb 
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honest and mdnstrious poor persoiu- in the said pa- 
rish aa he thinks fit, the sum of ten pounds in cha- 
rity. — Next, I give to George Williamson, Esq. my 
second cousin, bjr the fiitber's side, now of Calcutta, 
in Bengal, the sum of five bnndred pounds reduced 
Bank annuities, now standing in my name. I give 
to Anna Lady Goring, also my second cousin by the 
fetber'a side, of the county of Sussex, five hundred 
pounds reduced Bank annuities, and a pair of large 
blue and white old Japan cbina jars. Item, I give 
to Alary Aatiobas, of Cambridge, i^inster, mj se- 
cond cousin, by .the mothm's side, all that my free- 
bold estate and house, in the parish of St. Michael, 
Combill, London, now let at the yearly rent of 
dxty-five pounds, and in the occupation of Mr. 
Nortgetb, periumer, provided that sbe pay, out of 
the said rent, by half-yearly payments, Mrs. Jane 
Olliffe, my aunt, of Cambridge, widow, the sum of 
twenty pounds p^ annum during her natural life; 
and after the decease of the said Jane Olliffe, I 
give the said estate to the said Mary Antrobtu, 
to have and to bold to her heirs and asugns tor 
ever. Further ; I bequeath to the said Mary An- 
trobus the sum of six hundred pounds new South- 
sea annuities, now standing in the joint names of ~ 
Jane Olliflfe and Thomas Gray, but charged with 
the payment of five pounds per annum to Grave* 
Stokeley of Stoke-Pc^eis, in the county of Bucks, 
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which sum of abt hundred pounds, after the de- 
cease of the said aniinitant, does (by the will of 
Anna Rogers, my late aunt) belong solely Emd en- 
tirely to me, blether with all overplus of -interest 
in the mean time accruiog. Further, if at Um 
time of my decease there shall be any urear of 
salary due to me from his Mojestj's Treasury^ I 
give all such arrears to the said Mary Antrobus. 
Item, I give to Mrs. Dorothy Comyns, of Cambrii^, 
my other second cousin by the mother's side, the 
sums of six hundred pounds old South-sea ennnhies, 
of three hundred pounds four per cent. Bank an- 
nuities consolidated, and of two hundred pounds 
three per cent. Bonk annuities consolidated, all now 
standing in my name. I give to Richard Sbme- 
hewer, Esq. one of his Majesty's Commissioners of 
Excise, the sum of five hundred pounds reduced 
Bank annuities, and I beg his acceptance of one of 
my diamond rings. I give to Dr. Thomas Wharton, 
of Old Park, in the Bishopric of Durham, five hun- 
dred pounds reduced Bank annuities, and desire him 
also to accept of one of my diamond rings. I give to 
my servant, Stephen Hempstead, the sum of fifty 
pounds reduced Bank annuities, and, if hecoatinoes' 
in my service to the time of my death, I also give 
him all my wearing-apparel and linen. I give to 
my two cousins above-mentioned, Mary Antrobus 
and Dorothy Comyns, all my plate, watches, rings. 
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chuu-wiiTei bed-linen and table-linen, and tfae (ur- 
nitore of m^ chambers, at Cam1«idge, not otfaerwise 
bequeathed, to be equally and amicably shared. be- 
tween them. I give to the Reverend William 
Mason, Precentor of York, all my books, manu- 
scripts, coins, music, printed or written, and papers 
of all kinds, to preserve or destroy at his own dis- 
cretion. And after my just debts and the expenses 
of my foneral are discharged, all the residue of my 
personal estate whatsoever, I do hereby fpve and 
bequeath to the said Reverend William Mason, and 
to the Reverend Mr. James Browne, President of 
Pembroke Hall, Cambridge, to be equally divided 
between them, desiring them to apply the sum of 
two hundred pounds to an use of charity concerning 
which I have already in&irmed them. And I do 
hereby constitute and appoint them, the said Wil- 
liam Maaon and James Browne, to be joint executors 
of this my Last Will and Testament. And if any 
rdation of mine, or other legatee, shall go about to 
moUat or commence any suit against my said exe- 
cnton in the execution of their office, I do, as far as 
the law will permit me, hereby revoke and make 
void all such bequests or l^ades as I had given to 
that person or persons, and give it to be dinded be- 
tween my said executors and residuary legatees, 
whote integrity and kindness I have so long ex- 
perienced, and who can best judge of my true inten- 
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turn and meaning. In witneaa whtxeot I have bere^ 
unto set my hand and seal this 2d day of July, 
1770. 

THO. GRAY, 

Si|;D«(l, lealsd, pnbliaheil, «nd deckied bj the laid Thomii 
Gray, the testator, u and for hU Last Wilt ud ToUment, 
in th^ preseace of ui, wbo In hU prescDco and at hia requeat, 
' »ad in the prennee of each other, have signed 091 oamei aa 
wibieaMa hereto. 

RICHARD BAK£R. 
THOMAS WILSON, 
JOSEPH TUHNER. 

I^oved at London the ]2th of August, I771> he^ 
fore the Worshipful Andrew Coltre Dncarel, Doctw. 
of Laws and Surragatej by the oaths of the Beve.^ 
rend William Mason, Clerk, Master of Arts, and 
the Reverend James Browne, Clerk, Master of Arts, 
the executors, to whom administration was granted, 
having been first sworn duly to administer. 

JOHN STEVENS. -j 

HENRY STEVENS. ^Deputy BegiBlera. 

GEO. GOSTLINO. JuB. 3 
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POEMS, 

AOOBKSSBD TO, AND IN MBUORY OF, 

MR. OBAV. 
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TO MR. GRAY, UPON HIS ODES. 



Rbpinb notj Gray, that our weak dassled eyea 
Thy daiing lieighta and brightness shnn ; 

How few can trace the eagle to the skies. 
Or, like him, gaze npon the sun! 

Each gentle reader Wee the gentle Muse, 

That little dares and little means ; 
Who hnmblf slpa her learning frcHn Reviews, 

Or flutters in the Magazines. 

No longer now inmi Leaniing'a sacred store 
Our minds their health and vigour draw ; 

Homer and Pindar are revered no more. 
No more the Stsgyrite is law. 

Though nursed by these, in vain thy Mnse appears 
To breathe her ardonrs in oar souls ; 

In vun to si^tless eyes and deadened ears 
The lightning gleams, the thunder rolls: 



* From the origiiul MS. in the paMOsion oF ihe Itle Ismc 
lUed, Esq. 
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Yet droop not. Gray, nor quit thy heaven-bOTn art ; 

Again thy wondrous povers reveal ; 
Wake alumbering Virtue in the Briton's heart. 

And rouaa ua to reflect and feel '. 

With uicient deeds our long-chilled bosoms fire, 
Thoee deeds that mart Eliza's reign ! 

Slake Britons Greeks again, then strHce the lyre. 
And Pindar shall not sing in vain. 
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THE DEATH OF MR. GRAV. 



What spirit's that which mooats on hi^, 
Bome on the arms of every tuneful Muse ? 

HiB white robes flutter to the gale : 
Thej wing their way to yraider oipetung sky. 

In ghnious state through yielding clouds they 
sail. 
And scents <tf heavenly fiowers on earth diffuse. 

What avails the Poet's art ? 

What avails his magic hand? 
Can he arrest Death's pointed dart. 

Or charm to sleep his murderous band? 

Well I know thee, gentle shade ! 

That tuneful voice, that ei^;le eye.— 
Quick bring ma flowers that ne'er shall fiide, 

The laurel wreath that ne'er shall die; 
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With every honour deck his funeral bieri 

For he to every Grace and every Muse was dear! 

The list^ung Dryad, with attention still, 
On tiptoe oft would near the Poet steal, 

To hear him sing upon the lonely hill 
Of all the wonders of th' expanded vale, 

^lie distant hamlet, and the wiading stream. 
The steeple shaded by the friendly yeW, 

^unk in the wood the sun's departing gleam. 

The grey-robed landscape stealing from the view. 

Or wrapt in sol^n thought*, abd pleasiug woe. 
O'er each low tomb he breathed his pious strdn, 
A lesson to the village swain. 

And taught the tear of mstic grief to flow !— 

But soon with bidder nate''i and wilder l^t, 
O'^ the loiid strings his rapid band would ran : 
Mars hath lit his torch gf war. 
Ranks of heroes fill the sight! 

Hark! the carnage is bc^unl 
And see the furies, throu^ the fieiy air. 
O'er Cambria's frightened land die ea%ams of horror 
bear! 



■ Thii atludea to Mr. Cray's Elegy, v 
Cburchyuil. 

■> The Bard, a nndaric Ode. 
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Now led by playliil Fancy^ hand'^ 

O'er tlie wliite sui^ he treads with printless feet. 

To magic slKires he flies, and &iiy land, 
Iiiiagiiiati(»i'a blest retreat 

Here roses paint the criifason way. 
No setting son, eternal May, 
Wild as the Priestess of the Thradan &ne, 
'Wh»t Bacdms leads the Inal^l^^^n^I1g train. 
His bosiMn glowing with ctdesttal fire. 
To harmony be stmck the golden lyre; 
To harmony each hill and valley rung! 
The bird of Jore, as when Apollo Bong, 
To melting bliss resigned his furious Mml, 
With milder rage his eyes began to roll. 
The beaving down fcia thrilling joys oonfest. 
Till by a mental's hand subdued he sunk to rest. 

O, guardian ulgel of our eatly day, 
Henry S thy darling plant must bloom no more! 
By thee attended, penaire would he stray. 

Where Tlutmes soft murmuring laves his winding 

Thou badest him raise the moralizing song. 

Through life's new seas the little bark to steer; 

The winds are rude and high, the sailor young; 
Thoughtless, he spies no furious tempest near, 



' The Frogreu of Pocijr, a PiDdaric Ode. 
Ode on a dutaal Protpecl of Eton Colle^. 
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1111 to the Poet's hand the helm po gave, 
Prom bidden rocks an infent crew to save! 

Ye fiends who rankle in the human heart". 
Delight in woe, and triumph in our tears. 
Resume again 
Your dreadful reign ; 
Prepare the iron acotugei prepare the venomed dart, 
AdvCTsity no mwe with lenient air appears: 
The snakes that twine about her head 
Again dieir frothy poison slied; 
For who can now ha wliblwind fli^t OMitrol, 

Her threatening nge beguile? 
He who could still the tempest of her soul. 
And fivce her livid lips to smile. 

To happier seats is fled! 
Now seated by his Thracian sire. 

At the full feast of mighty Jore, 
To hesvenly themes attnues his lyre. 
And fills with harmony the realms abovel 
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THE MEMORY OF MR. GRAY. 



MASON'S "ENGLISH GARDEN." 



Closed Is that curioas ear, by death's cold band. 
That marked each error of my careless strain 
With kind sererity ; to whom my Muse 
Still Wed to whisper, what she meant to sing 
In louder accent; to whose taste supreme 
She first and last appealed, nor wished tor praise. 
Save when his smile was herald to her &me. 
Yes, thou art gone; yet friendship's Altering tongue 
Invokes thee still; and still, by &ncy soothed. 
Fain wonld she hope her Gray attends the call. 
Why then, alas! in this my favourite haunt. 
Place I the um, the bust, the sculptured lyre'. 



• Mr. Gray died Jul; 3lM, 1771. This bcx^ was htgaa t 
fen monthi afler. Tlie three fallowmg liaei allude to a nulic 
alcove the Author wai thca building in hia gardeo, in ohich he 
placed a medallioa of hii friend, and an urn ; a \yit orsr the 
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Cnil POBHS IN HEUOHY 

Or fix thiB votive tablet, &ir inscribed 
With numbers worthy thee, for they are thine ? 
Why, if thou henrest me Btill, these symbols sad 
Of fond memorial? Aht my pensive soul! 
He bears me not, nor ever more shall hear 
The theme bis candour, not his taste approved. 

Oft, " smiling as in scorn," oft would he cry, 
" Why waste thy numbers <m a trivial ar^ 
That ill can mimic even the 'humblest chatms 
Of all-majestic nature?" at the word 
His eye would glisten, and his accents glow 
With all the poet's frenzy, " Sovereign queen ! 
Behold, and tremble, while thou viewest her state 
Throned on the heights of Skiddaw ■ call thy art 
To build her sudi a throne ; that art' will fisel 
How vain her best pretensions. Trace her march 
Amid the purple crags of Borrowdale; 
And try like those to pile thy range ef rock 
In rude tumultuous chaos. See! she inounts 
Her naiad car, and, down Lodore's dread cliff 
Falls many a fiithom, like the headlong Bard 
My fabling fancy plunged in Conway's flood; 

cntnuice with the motto from Kodar, vrhich Mi.Gra; had pic- 
lixed to his Odes, «aNANTA SfNETOISI : and under il, ob 
a tablet, thii atama, taken from the first edition of bis Elegy 
wriltcn in a Coanti; Churchjard : 

Htrt scattered ofl, the loveliest of the year, 

By hands unseen, are shonen of violets found; 
The redbreast loves to build and warble here, ■ 
And little fooUteps lightly print the fround. 
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Q7 MB. GRAY. «IX 

Yet not like him to sink in endless night : 

For, on its boiling bo8om, still ahe guides 

Her buoyant shell, and leads the ware along; 

Or spreads it broad, a river, or a lake, 

As suits her pleasure i will thy boldest song 

E'er brace the sinews of enervate art 

To such dread daring? will it even direct 

Her hand to emulate those softer charms 

That deck the banks of Dove, or coll to birth 

The bare romantic crags, and copses green, 

That sidelong grace her circuit, whence the rills. 

Bright in their crystal purity, descend 

To meet their sparkling queen? around each fount 

The hawthorns crowd, and knit their blosscuned 

sprays 
To keep their sources sacred. Here, even here. 
Thy art, each active sinew stretched in vain, 
Would perish in its pride. Far rather thon 
Confess her scanty power, correct, control. 
Tell her how far, nor &rther, she may go; 
And rein with reason's curb fantastic taste.". 

Yes, I will bear thee, dear lamented shade, 
And biAd each dictate sacred. What r^nains 
Unsung shall so eadi leading rule select 
As if still guided by thy judgment sage ; 
While, as still modelled to thy curious ear. 
Flow my melodious numbers ; so shall praise. 
If aught of praise the verse I weave may claim, 
From just posterity reward my song. 
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roSHB IN HBHOBir 



FRAGMENT OF AN ODE 



DEATH OF MR. CRAY. 



Fair are the gardens of the Aonian mount,' 
And sweet those blooming flowers 
Which paint the Maiden's bowers; 
And clear the waters of the gurgling fount: 
Swift thej wind throng chequered alleysj 
Huddling down to th' open valleys; 
Where the quick ripple in the Gnnbeanu plays, 
Taming to endless fonns each glance of twinkling 
blaze. 

O'er the gay scene th' enamoured inmates roam;' 

And gather fresh ideas as they rise 

From Nature's manifold supplies. 
Alas! for whom? 
itlany a gleam of sprightly thought. 

Many a sad and sable mood. 
Whether from daszling lustre brought. 

Or nursed by shades of darksome wood. 
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OF MB. aSAY. CXI 

Keep death-like silence on their native shore, 
SiAce hfij that gave them speech, is heard no more. 

Flown is the spirit of Gray, 
Like common breath, to mingle with the air: 
Yet Btill those Goddesses' peculiar care, 

That breathe harmonious lay. 
Retired to y<nider grassy mound 
In leaves of duAy hue encompassed round. 
They bid tbeir [daintive accenia fill 
The covert bcdlowB of the bosnned hill : 
With liquid voice and magic hand 
Calliope inJbrms the band: 
Hushed are the warblers of the grove, attentive to 
the sound. 

" S<rft and slow 
Let the melting measures flow. 
Nor lighter air disturb majestic woe. 

And thou, sage IMestess* of our holy fire. 

Who sawest the Poet's flame expire. 

Thy precious dn^ profusely shed 

O'er his well-deserving head. 

Thou nurtuT'd'st once a gratefiil throng. 

When Milton poured the sweets of song 
On Lycidtu tunihn*'. 



> Cimbtidge UaiTerait;, wbera Gray died. 

^ In 163S theUmvcnity pnbliihedft vdiunc of pmins to th* 

iBioij of Ht. Edward King, Milton'* Lycidti. 
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CXU FOKH8 IN MBHORY 

" Now wake that ftithful lyre — mute dulnesi mgps : 

Yonr echoes waft no more the friendly theme ^ 
Clogged with thick vapours $rom the neij^bounng 
plaiKB, 
Where old Cam hardly mam his sluggard stream. 
But when some public cause 
Claims festire song, or more melodious tear. 
Discordant murmuTB grate mine ear. 
Ne'er modelled by Pierian laws. 
Then idly glares fUll many a motley toy. 
Anacreontic grief, and creeping strains of joy. 

" Far other modes were thine. 

Victim of hasty fate. 
Whom now the powers of melody deplore ; 

Whether in lofty state' 

Thou badest thy train divine 

Of raptures on Pindaric piniops soar; 

Or hoping from thyself to fly 

To childhood'i careleat scenes''. 
Thou sentest a warm refreshing eye . 

On Nature's faded greens: 

" Or when thy calm and sted&st mind 

With philosophic reach profound 
Self-pleasing vanities resigned. 



' See Gray's Findaiic Odes. 

' Ode oa a. dibUnt ProBpect of £(oa College. 
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OF MR. GRAY. CXUl 

Fond of the look, thai lovet the ground'; 
Discerned by R«a8on'8 equal light. 
How gaudy Fortune cheats the si|^t ; 
While the coarse Maid, inured to pain. 
Supports the labouring heart, and Virtue's happiest 
re^. 

" But most the music of thy plaintive moAn^ 
With lengthened note detains the listening ear, 

As lost in thought thoa wanderest all alone. 
Where spirits hover round their mauMcms drear. 

" By Contemplation's eye serenely viewed. 
Each lowly object wears an awfiil mien : 

"Tib our own blindness veils the latent good : 
The w(»ka of Nature need but to be seen. 

" Tbou sawest her beaming from the hamlet sires 
Beneath thote rugged elms, that jfew-tret^t shade; 

Where now, still faithful to their nonUdJirest, 
Thy own dear asbes atejbr ever laid." 



' Hynm to Adveraitj. 
' Chuichyud Elegy. 
( Gnj was buiied at Sloke, the u 
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MR. GRAY'S MONUMENT, 



No more theUreciui Muse unrivalled reigns; 

To Britain let the nations homage pay ! 
She boasts a Homer's lire in Milton's strains, 

A Pindar's rapture in the lyre of Gray, 



■ ■,Go(><^[c 



ems'fi vottm. 



LX) ! where the rosy-hoBom'd Houre, 
Fair Venus' train, appeu, 

■ The original manuuript title which Mr. Giaj gave lo this 
Ode wax NoDsTiDE ; probably he then meant to nrite two 
more, descriptive of Motning and Evening. His Bn£nished Ode* 
opeoB with a fine description of the former, and his Elegy with 
aa beautifal a picture of the iHtlei; which petliBpslie might, 
at that time, have meditated upon for ibe exordium of an Ode ; 
but this is only conjecture. It may. however, be remaiked,. 
that tiiese three capital descriptions abound with ideas which 
affect the ear more than the eye, and therefore go beyond the 
powers of picturesque imitation.^ — Mason. 

The common reader will probably acquiesce in the jndgmeot 
Mr. Wakefield passes on the lentimtnU of this Ode— that they 
are nnaiTected, iaslructiye, and Eublime. About the langiugt 
there may be greater difference of opinion. Dr. Johnson, who 
has truth even in his spleen, says it is too luxuriant. 
Ver. 1. Lo I where (he rosy'bosom'd H(niis.] 

" The rojy-iOTom'd Spring 

To weeping Fancy pines." 

Thomson's Spring, v. 1007. 
" The Graces and the Toiy-bonna'd Hours." 

Milton's Comus, v. 986. 
It is observable, that the epithet roty-lmiom'd is employed by 
these Poets, with unusual latitude, to signify, tsilh iowmi J^U 

* On the Pleasure arising frCHn Vicissitude. 
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Discloac the long-expecting flowers. 
And wake the purple year I 



of TOKt; yery difierenllj from the ptioiarrvKof Hiuf of Homer, 
and the rosg-Jiigtr'd mom of Milton.— Waietieii). 

Hours.] Thia application of tim honrv-lhe Qpai of the 
Gieelis, is conceived in the genuine spirit of ancient poetry. 
Nonniis has two verses worth cjuoting on this occasion. 
Ovyaripts Xvta^rros attiXoroloio rotifos 
Etc ioiu/v tpBteia potiuiriiit timv Opiu. 
With rwj-WoomiBj face the houri appear. 
The daughters of the tempest- footed year. — Waibfiild. 
Ver. 2. Fair Venus' train.] Venus is here emph>yed, in 
conformity to the mythology of the Greeks, as the source of 
creoli™ and ieauli/ — as the principle that pervades and invigor- 
ates unireriat nnlure; and with peculiar propriety on this occa- 
sion, because a new creation, as it were, takes place with the 
commencement of the Spring, after the languor and inactivity 
of Winter. 

KaXcimt h 4 A^pofirq ravan-iq, lia to tfr rif avpav<f cm 
cv Til y{| KQi 9a\aa<ry npi Iwaiuv avritc BtaifctaBai. 

Venus is atiled the uaheiial muk, inasmuch as her energy ii 
visible even in the heavens, the earth, and the sea. Phoniut. 
de Nat. Deor.~W^»;EriELD. 

Ver. 3. Disclose the long-expecting" doners.} 

" In that boH season, when descending showers 
Call forth the greens, and teake the rising_^iiJer<." 

Pope's Temple of Fame, b. i. 1.— W^iEFiELn. 
Ver. *. Tlie purple year.] 

VirgiL Gea. ii. 319.— Wakefiblb. 

" One or two eariy editions have ltmg-«fjiteitd. This was 
probably an error cf the press, since the eipressian, as it now 
stands, is new and far more poetical. Besides this, it bears a 
resemblance to an idea in West's Ode on the Backwardness of 
Spring, of which Gray eipcessed his approbation. See Seel, 
ill. Letter vn. 
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The Attic warbler pours her tlvoet. 
Responsive to tlie cuckoo's note. 

The untau^t harmony of Spring : 
While, whisp'ring pleasure as they fly. 
Cool Zephyrs through the clear blue sky 

Their gather'd fragrance fling. 

Where'er the oak's thick branches stretch 
A broader browner shade. 



" Ipsa gemis imrpuranltin pinget lumuin floribus." 

Apuleioi PervigiliuiD.ver. 13. 
Pope hits the ssme eipre^on : 

" And lavish Nature paints the purjilt year." 

Past. i. 28. 
Ver. 5. The Attic warbler pours her throat.] 

" Where the attic bird 

Trilli her thick-warbled notes the Sumnier long." 

Par. Reg. iv. 245. 
Poors her UiroaL] This is a very bold and pnetical expres- 
sion, ftnd an admirable improvement of the original form in the 
Greek and Roman classes. 

3((E1 ouA)*'. 

Hes. Scut. Here. 396.— WA»Eri ELD. 
" Is it for thee the linnet petu-j hiithroalV 

Pope's Essay on Man, iii. 33. 

Ver. 8. Whisp'ring pleasure.] 

" Now geatit gaUi 

Fanning their odoriferous wiagt, dispense 
Nalivt perfumes, and xshisper whence they stole 

Those balmy spoils." Par. Lost, iv. 1S6. 

Vor. 13. Browner shade.] 

" And breathes a ftrounier horror on the vfooda." 

Pope's Hoisa to Abelard . 
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Where'er the mde and moBB-grown beech 

O'er-canopiee the glade, 
Beaide some water's rushy brink 
With me the Mnse shall sit, and think 

(At ease reclin'd in rustic state) 
How vain the ardonr uf the crowd, 
Hon* low, how little are the proud. 

How jndigent the great ! 

Still is the toiling hand of Care ; 
The panting herds repose : 

" Highest woods 



Spread tlwr umbrage broad) 
Aod brmm as eveoing." Fai. Lost.ii. 10S7. 
Mason has adopted Ibe laine eipresaion : 

" Yoa oak with his broad bnmtn arms 
Chills the pa,le plain beneath him." Caiact. 4, 

Ver. 14. O'er-canopies the glade.] 

" A bank 

O'tr-canopifd with lucious woodbiae." 

Shaiipeare's Mids. Night's Dream. 
" I ul me down to watch Dpon a baiJi 
With iry canopitd, and interwove 
With flaunting honej-auckle. 

Milton's Comus, 543. — WAuritLD. 
Vet. 19, How low, how little are the proud, 
How indigent the great ! 

How low, how indigent the proud. 

How lilde are the great ! 
Thus it stood in Dodslej's Miscellany, where it was Gist pub- 
lished. The author correcled it on account of the pomt of little 
and grail. It certainly bad too much the appearance of « con- 
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Yet hark, how throng the peopled air 

The basy murmuT glows ! 
The insect youth are on the wing, 25 

Eager to taate the honied Spring, 

cetto, though it expreued hii meaning belter than Uie preient 
readiDg. — Mason ■ 

Ver, 24. The bnsy mnrraur glows.] Mr. Wakefield quot« 
from Virgil, and from Lucrelhis, Ugioiui — claaem — afnitfenm ; 
aDd an anoDymons ciilic rema^, that the English language 
contains few inatancei of a metaphor formed bj applying to 
objeela, which are subject to one sense, terms which exdnsivety 
belong to aiMther. It is dimt io the verse before us i and the 
fotlowing lines from Sophocles afford good examples of it. 
Haiav If Xofini. (Edip. Tyr. 187. 

Pdfta nafvaaaau. lb. 473. 

Ver. 2&. The insect youth are on the wing.] 

" Lnditque favis emiua juventus." 

Virg.GeDrg.iv.22. 
There is also much similarity between this verse and one 
qooted by Wakefield from Thomson's Summer, v. 241. 
" Waked by his wanner ray, the reptile young 

Come winged abroad. 

Ten thoosand forms, ten thousand diiferent tribes 
People the blaie." 

Ver, 26, The honied Spring.] 

" While the bee nith hmitd thigh." n Peas. 14. 
" That on the green turf suck the Aoiunl flowers ." 

Lycidaa. 140, 
" The but of hmUi words." Sams. Agon. 1066.— War. 
In reference to this place Dr. Johnson complains, " that a iate 
practice has arisen of giving lo adjectives derived from subalao- 
tives, the termination of the participle." The passages above 
cited by Mr. Wakefield, if they do not afford suflieieat autho- 
rity for the practice, at least shew that it is not a recent onc- 
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And Boat amid the liquid noon ; 
Some lightly o'er the current skim. 
Some shew their gaily-gilded trim 

Quick-gtancing to the sun. 

To Contemplation's sober eye 

Such is the race of Man : 
And they that creep, and they that fly. 

Shall end where they began. 



" Every language." says the sa 
improved b} the iatroductioD of words of bo easy > derivation as 
the one in dispute. The Latio word melliiuj. seems to l>« eiactly 

Ver, 27. And float amid the liquid noon.] 

■ " Nare per aiatatem lii]uidain." Viig. Georg.lib.ii. 
■ Ver. 30. Quick -glancing to ihe sun.J 

" Sporting with quick glance. 

Show to the ivn their wav'd coats dropt with gold." 
Pat. Lost, book vii. 
Ver. 31. To Conlemplalion'a sober eye.] 

" While insecta from the threshold preach," &c. 

M. Gheen in th« Grotto. 

Dodslef'a Miscellany, vol. v. p, 161. 

Thii Foem is quoted at length by Gray, in > letter to Mr. 

Walpole. See Sect. iv. Letter xiv. He there says, " 1 here 

■end you a bit of a thing tor two reasons; first, because it is 

one of your favourite's. Mr. Green ; and next, because I would 

do justice : the thoi^ht on which my second Ode tnrns. (the 

present Poem was originally placed first in order,) was niatii- 

feslly stole from thence. Not thai I knew it at the time, but 

having seen Ibis many years before ; to be sure it printed itself 

on my memoryi and, forgetting the author, I tool: it for my own. 

Mt. Wakefield considers our author a.-; indebted in this stania 

to a paiRage in Thompson's Summer, 342 : — 
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Alike the busy and the gay 

But flutter thiough life's little day. 

In Fortune's varying colours drest ; 
Brush'd by the hand of rough Mischance, 
Or chill'd by age, their airy danci; 

They leaive, in dust to rest. 

Mettiinlts I hear, in accents low. 

The sportive kind reply : 
Poor moralist ! and what art thou ? 

A solitary Ay ! 
Thy joys no glitt'iing female meets. 
No hive hast thou of hoarded sweets. 

No painted plumage to display : 
On hasty wings thy youth is flown. 
Thy Bun is set, thy spring is gone — 

We frolic while 'tig Mav. 



" Tfaicli in jon itnam of light, a ttiouskncl ways. 
Upw&rd utd downwaid, tbnarling and convidv'd, 
Tba quieering natima iport ; 'ttU, lempest-wing'd. 
Fierce Winter sweeps them froin the face of day. 
E'en BO Iniurioas n«n, unheeding, pass 
An idle Svmmer-tife in Fortiine'i (hfiu, 
A HDtM't gtitier ! thus thejjTuKer on 
From toy to toy. fmm vanity to vice ! 
Till Alffmt away by Death, Oblivion cornea 
Behind, and slrikes them from the !)«ok of life." 
Ver.49. Thy sun is set.] 
iravff dXiov anfu tdvKttv. Theoc. Id. i. 
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ON THE DEATH OF A FAVOUXITB CAT, 

Drmmed m a Tab if Geld FithtiK 

'TwAB on a lofty vase's aide. 
Where China's gayest art bad dy'd 

The azure dowers that Wmr ; 
Demoreat of the tabby kind. 
The pensive Selima, reclin'd, 5 

Gaz'd on the lake below. 

' nU linle piece waa wiitCeu some ;ean later thui the third 
aod fourth Odes ; and Mr. MaioD iofonus tu, that, ailer the 
death of Mr. Gray, Mr. Walpole placed the vue id queatioii on 
a pedeital at Stiavrberry-hill, with the fint four lines of this 
Ode for its inscription : 

Twas on thii vase's loft; ude, &c. 

Ver. 3. " Hie amre flowera that blow," shew resolutely a 
rhyme ii lometimet made when it cannot be fonnd. — Johssok. 

Mr. Wakefield himself is constrained to admit that there is 
here an ineicnaable redondanc;. Mr. Mitfiml pleads an- 
thocitj, but unfbrtuDatel; leaves hii reader to decide whether 
the eiample of antiquity can sanction a fault. - It must, how- 
ever, be observed, that the line cited from the fifth Ode. 
" The laughing flowers, that round them blow," 
is not a similar instance, as the ward bitno is there subservient 
to the preposition which precedes. 

Ver. 6. Gai'don the lake below.] lti< a proofof noordinary 
skill thus to confer dignity on so trivial a subject ; and the same 
deiteri^ is conspicuoui throughout the Ode. A happy eiertioD 
of this talent has eminently distinguished Vii^l, Boilean, and 

Pope . W AKEFI ELD . 
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Her conscious tail her joy declar'd ; 
The tail round tace, the snowy beard. 

The velvet of her paws, 
Her ooat, that with the tortoise vies. 
Her ears of jet, and emerald eyes. 

She saw ; and puiyd applause. 

Still had she gaz'd j hut 'midst the tide 
Two angel forms were seen to glide. 

The Genii of the stream : 
Their scaly armour's Tyrian hue 
Through richest purple to the view 

Betray'd a golden gleam. 

The hapless Nymph with wonder saw : 
A whisker first, and then a claw. 



VtT. 14, Two aagel rarma.] 

Two btauletiiii torm». Dmkley's Mibc. First edit. 

Ver. 16. Their acaly aimouT's Tyriaa hue 

Iliraugh richest purple to th« view 
Betraj'd a golden gleam.J 
" The field, all iron, call a gUaning browD." 

Far. Reg. iii. 326. 
" Auretit ipse; sed in foliis, quES plurima circum 
FunduDtur, viola subhieel purpura nigne-^' 

Virg. Georg. iv. 274. 

Ver. 19. The hapless Nymph.] Impartiality obliges us to 

acknowledge, that this and the concludii^ stania are very 

much inferior to the rest of the Ode, and altogether unworthy ot 

the elegance and taste of Mr. Gray. — Waxefiild. 
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With many an ardent wiah. 
She stretch'd, in vain, to reach the prize ; 
What female heart can gold despiise ? 

What Cat's averse to fish? 

Presnmptuous Maid ! with looks intent 
Again she stretch'd, again she bent. 

Nor knew the gulf between. 
(Malignant Fate sat by, and smil'd) 
The slipp'ry vei^ her feet b^uil'd. 

She tumbled headlonf; in. 

Eight times emerging from the flood 
She mew'd to ev'ry wat'ry God, 

Some speedy aid to send. 
No Dolphin came, no Nereid stirr'd; 



V«[. 25. PreaumptDoiu Moid.] lliu staoia will almost coid- 
pensBie the mediocrity of the preceding. — WinEFiEtb. 

Ver. 31. Eight limea, &c.] A biuDonnis allii»oa lo the vulgar 
aotion of a cat's vivacity. Mr. Bourne, whote elegiac poetry is 
the iweetest of any in the latin langiuge, bu a pretty epigram 
upon this sabject. 



" Blaadior indulut, felis, tibi parca ; novena 

Nam tibi net lacheiis Gla novena colo. 
Hiac, si missa voles celsi de culmine (ecti. 

Decidis ia lutoa prcclpitata pedea. 
Nee nuseram, licet infestent laniique canesque, 

Te lanii eiauimant, eianimintve canes. 

Pltuquamdimidiaparte-superateseris."— W. 
r. 34. No Dolphin came] Alluding to the story of Anon. 
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Nor cruel Tom, nor Susan heard. 35 

A fev'rite haa no friend .' 

From hence, ye beauties, undeceiv'd, 
Know, one ftdse step is ne'er retriev'd. 

And be with caution bold. 
Not all that tempts your wand'ring eyes 40 
And lieedless hearts, is lawful prize, 

Nor all that glisters gold. 

relntetl b; Herodotus ; who was compelled by tbe msiinen to 
throw himself into the aea, and was cOQvejed on the back of r 
ddphhi safe to land.— Clio, 24 Wa«efiei.d. 

Ver. 42. Nor all that glisters gold.] BIr. Mitfotd di»pl»js 
his usual research in pointing out by a variety of quotations, the 
aneieat use of this familiac proverb. One of his instances is 
from Chaucer's Charone Yemanne's Tale, ver. 164. 30. 
" But all thing which shineth aa the gold 
Ne is no gold, as I have herd it told." 

Aoodier i> from Spenser's Faerie Queene, ij. 8. 14, 
" Yet gold all is not that doth golden seem." 

It is to be regretted that thia concluding verse of the Ode. 
p<rinted as it is, should be irrelevant to the general snbject. 
Dr. Johnson says, in his usual manner, " if what glistered had 
been gold, the cat would not have gone into the water ; and, if 
she had, would not less have been drowned." 
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ON A DISTANT PROBPBCT OF BTON COLLEGB''. 



Ye distant spires, ye antique towers. 
That crown the wat'ry glade, 

■ lliiB was the first Eoglish production cf Mr. Gray which 
appeared in print. It was published in folio, by Dodslej, in 
1747) about the same time, al Mr. Walpole's lequest, Mr. 
GrB.j aat (or his pictuie to £char(, in which, on a papei which 
he held in his hand, Mr. Walpole wrote the title of this Ode; 
and to intimate his own high and just opinion of it, as a £iBt 
production, added this line of Lucan, by way of motto; 
' Nee licuit populis parvum (e, Nile, videre. 

Phara. lib, x. 1. 296.— Misot.. 

i> " The prospect of Eton College," says Dr. Johnson, " sug- 
gests nothing to Gray, which every beholder does not equally 
think and feel." 

By this confession, then, the sentiments are nature/, and con- 
BDoant to the feelings of hiunamty : and surely this property is 
no discredit to any composition, but, on the contrary, the greatest 
recommendation of it. — Waieheld. 

Ver. 1. Ye distant ipirea.] These ipirci and imceri are ad- 
dressed by the poet without any use Or intention ; for nothing is 
afterwards asserted of them, and (hey are introduced only lo be 
dismissed in silence, and without fiirtber notice. The Towtrt of 
Lotuloti, In the itaind epode of the Bard, are not apostrophiied 
with so little meaning. 
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Where grateful Science. atOl adores 

Her Henry's' holy shade ; 
And ye, that from the stately brow 5 

Of Windsor's heights th' expanse below 

Of grove, of lawn, of mead survey. 
Whose turf, whose shade, whose flowers among 
Wanders the hoary Thames along 

His silver-wi|idiiig way. 10 

' King HcDiy the Siith, Founder of the College. 
Ver. 4, Her Henrj's holy shade,] So b the Bard, ii. 3. 
" And apaie the meek uaurper'a hety head." 
Shakapeaic, in Richard the Third, twice &ppliei the same epi- 
thet; aad Id the loBtallatioii Ode our author's expressioa» mur- 
, deral Mint, is applicable enough (notwithstanding Ilenrj was 
neier actusJIy canonized) to the monaich who, ns has been 
well said, would have adorned a cloister, though he disgraced a 

■ Ver, 5. The stalely brow 

Of Windsor's heights-] 

" And now to where 

Majestic Wiridior lifts his princely brow." 

Thomson's Summer, I4U.— Waxefield. 
Ver. 8. Whose turf, whose shade, whose flowers.] That is, 
the iarf of whose lai™, the thmie of whose groot, the Jioweri of 
whose mead. So in Shaispeare. " The courtier's, soldier's, 
scholar's eye, tongue, sword i" that is, " The Courtier's eye, the 
soldier's sword, the scholar's tongue." This singularity often 
occurs in Mr. Pope.— WjiefieU). 

Ver. 10. His silTcr-winding way.] Mr. Wakefield has a 
complunt against this coRipouod epithet. The liher-shtdding 
tearsof ShakspearcTwoGent, of Ver. Act iil. bc.1. and the 
tUinr-quimriHg rills of Pope, might perhaps have reconciled him 
(o it, if he had recollected them. Both these eipreasions, as 
well as one from Dart's Westminster Abbey, 

" Where Thames in litvei-cuneaU winds his way," 
are cited in this place by Mr. Mitlurd. 
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Ah, happy hills i oh, pleasing shade ! 

Ah, fields belov'd in vain ! 
Where once my careless childhood stray'd, 

A stranger yet to pain I 
I feel the gales that from ye blow 15 

A momentary bliss bestow. 

As waving fresh their gladsome wing. 
My weary soul thfy seem to sooth. 
And, redolent of joy and youth. 

To breathe a second spring. 20 

Say, Father Thames, for thou hast seen 
Full many a sprightly race, 

Ver. II. Ah.hBppjhilU! ah, pUasing shade!] Mr. Wakefield 
here quotes from the Odyue;, O. 397. And il may he r«- 
mirked, that the ancients were bj no means unacquainted with 
that species of pathos, which is derived from the melancholy 
delight of earl J remembiance. Tbe feelii^ which induces us lo 
dress up the past ia a fancied luperioritf of enjoymeat, ii oa- 
tucat and universal ; noi can tlie indulgence of il be pernicious, 
so long as it does not interfere vith the necessary enei^es of 
the present hour. 
Ver. 19. And, redolent of joy and yoadi.] 

" And Ijces their honey redolent of spring." 

Dryden's Pythag. System.— Ghat. 
As Gray refeis this expression to Dryden, it is probable that 
he was not acquainted with any earlier authority. Dr. Johnson 
is highly offended at it, as passing beyond the utmost limits of 
our language, and of common apprehension. The critic, per- 
haps, never io his life p^irtook of the feelings here described, or 
possibly he would not have objected to the expressioa. 
Ver. 21. Say, Father Thames, &c.] 

" Say, Fttthtr Thama, whose gentle pace 
Gives leave lo view, what beauties grace 
Your flowery bauts, if you have seen." — Green's Grotto. 
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DisportiDg on thy margent green. 

The paths of pleasure trace ; 
Who foreiaoBt now delight to cleave. 
With pliant arm, thy glaasy wave ? 

The captive linnet which enthral ? 
What idle progeny succeed 
To chase the rolling circle's speed. 

Or urge the flying ball ? 

While some on earnest business bent 

Their munn'ring labours ply 
'Qatnst graver hours that bring constraint 

To sweeten liberty : 
Some bold adventurers disdain 
The limits of their little reign. 



I1ie ill-nMured crlliciam of Dr. Johnson on this line cannot 
be refuted better tha.D it his been by Mr. Miiford. " His s\ip- 
plk^tion to Father lliames. lo tell him vrho drives [he hoop, or 
tosses the bait, is useless and puerile. Father T)mmea had 
no better means of knowing than himself." — Are we by this 
rule of criticism to judge the folloivtag passage iu the twentieth 
chapter of Rasaelas? "As they were sitting tt^cther, the 
princess cast her eyes on the tiver tliat flowed before her : an- 
swer, said she, great Father of Watei^, thou tliat tollesl thy 
floods through eighty nations, to the invocation of tbe daughter 
of thy native king. Tell me, if thou waterest. through all thy 
coarse, a single habitation, from which thau dost not hear the 
munnnrs of complaint." 

Ver. 23. Disporting on tby margent green.] 
" By slow Meander's margent grseii 
And in the violet-embroider 'd vale." 

Mill. Com. 233. 
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And unknown regions dare descry : 
Still as they run th^ look behind, 
They hear a voice in every wind. 

And snatch a fearful joy. 40 

Oay hope ie theirH by fancy fed, 

LesB pleasing when poasest i 
The tear fiorgot aa soon as shed. 

The sunshine of the breast : 
Theirs buxom health, of rosy hue, 45 

Wild wit, invention ever new. 

And lively cheer, of v^ur bom ; 
The thonghtless day, the easy ni^t, 
Vei. 38. Still aa the; run they look behind.] 

Vijg. jEa. a. 726. ' 

" Non sine vano 

Aunwum el iilu» roetu." Hor. — Waebtuld. 

Ver. 41. Gay hope is thein by fancy fed.] This ii at once 
poetical and juit : and yet there Eeema to be an impn^iiety JD 

Leas pleaaiog when poueEt : 
for though the objtct of hope may truly be aaid to be Ua pUaitHg 
in jWHMtJ0n tban io ihe fancy; yet Hope in p^nm cannot p«- 
sibly be poatiud, — Wasefield, 

Ver. 44. The sunshine of the breut.] 

" Eternal suTuhiat o/the spotleu Blind." 

Pope's Eloiia to Abetard. 
Ver. 45. Theirs buidm health, i;c.] " His epithet, buiim 
hiallh, ii not elegant ; he seems not to underttand the word." — 

JOHNSOW. 

llie meanings of the word, given by Dr. JohnMO, an gay, 
lively, brisk, from Craahaw ; and wanton, jolly, Ihnn Diyden. 
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The Bpirite pare, the Bliunbets light, 
That Ry the approach of mom. 

Alas ! r^ardlen of their dowo. 

The little victims play ; 
No sense have they of ilia to come. 

Nor care beyond to-day : 
Yet see how all around them wait 
The ministers of human late. 

And black Misfortune's baleful train ! 
Ah, show them where in ambush stand. 
To seize their prey, tixe mortheroiis band I 

Ab, tell them they are men t 

These shall the ^ry Passions tear. 
The vnltnres of the mind. 



Ver, 49. Tbe ■piiiti pore, the slumbers light.} Mr. Mitfoid 
qaotei frein Fope'i imitatioQ of Horace, i. 73. 

" The t«mperB.te sleeps, and ipirili [ighl oi air. 

Ver. 66. Yet see how all around Lbem wslt.] This represeou- 
lion of the Miniifrri of Fatt, and the two succeeding stanzaa, 
which eihibit ibt variety of hunau paiaioDii, with their several 
attribute*, blends moral insCructioD with all the animation and 
sublimity of poetry. — WjtiEiiELn. 

Mr. Mitford discoren the origin of tbese two lines la Broome's 
Ode en Melanchol;, p. 28. 

■■ While round, lUn miniiliri rfFale, 
- Fain, attd disease, and sorrow wail." 

Vei. 61 . For; Passians.] I do not know that any poet, an- 
cient or modem, has given so complete a picture of die pouunu 
in so short a compass. — Waketield. 

TkefiiryFatBoni is from Pope's Essay on Man, iii. 1€7. 
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Disdainful Anger, pallid Pear, 
And Shame that sculks behind ; 

Or pining I^ve shall waste their youth, 65 

Or Jealousy, with rankling tooth. 
That inly gnaws the secret heart ; 

And Envy wan, and faded Care, 

Grim-visag'd comfortless Despair, 

And Sorrow's piercing dart. 70 

Ambition thia shall tempt to rise. 
Then whirl the wretch from high 

To bitt» Scorn a sacrifice, 
And grinning Infamy. . 

The stings of Falsehood those shall try, JS 

And hard UnJdndneSs' alter'd eye. 

Vet. 66. Or Jealousy, with nntling tooth,] Mr. Hitfbrd 
trac*a the reaemblance of thia line to one in Spenser's Faerie 
Queeue, vi. 33. 

" ButgnnLiing JeaUnug, out of their sight. 
Sitting alone, his bitter lips did bite." 
Ver. 68, Envy wan.] 

'' With praise enough for Envy to look wan." 

Milton'E Sonnets. — W:iiEnEij>. 

Ver, 69, Grim-visag'd comfortleES Despair.] Giim-visaged 

is from ^akspeare, Rich, III. act i. sc. I ; anil the folloiving 

passage from the Comedji of Errors, act v. sc. 1. is here quoted 

byMr. MItford: 

" But moody and duU Melancholy, 

KtninHin to grim and comfartless Despair." 

Ver. 76. And hard Unkindness' alter'd eye,] The elision 

here is ungraceful, and burts this otherwise beautiful tine : one 

of the same kind in the second tine of the Srst Ode mikes the 

same blemish ; but I think Ihey are the only two to he fooad in 
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That mocks the tear it fiirc'il to flow ; 
And keen Remorse Trith bk>od defiled. 
And moody Madness laaghiiig wild 

Amid severest woe. 80 

Lo ! in the vale of years beneath 
A griesly troop are seen, 

this correct writer ; and I mention them here, thai uicceediiig 
poets may not loiA upon them as authorities. Tbt judicicius 
ioAt mix not i^pin thu I woald eandeiBa all elisions of the 
genitive case, by this strictun on those which are tcrmiMUcd 
bj rough consODSots. Many there are which our ear readily 
admits, and which use has made fkmiliar to it. — Hasoh. 
Ver. 79. And moody Madoeas langhioK wild.] 

" Madness laughii^ in her ireful mood." 

DiydcQ's Palimon and Arcite, — Gb*t. 
Ver. 81. lol in the vale of years beneath.] A most happy 
•dea! and ttie whole stanza it exquisitely beautiful, and will 
not be disgraced by appearing in the same view with a passage 
in Paradiu Lou, where description is earned to its h^hest 
pitch of excellence. 

.. . — ., -■ -- -" Immediately a place 
Before his ejes appear'd, sad, noisome, dait ; 
A laiar^house it seem'd ; wherein were laid 
Nombers of all diseas'd ; all nuladies 
Of ghastly spasm, or racking torture, qualms 
Of heait^nck ^ooy, all feserous kinds, 
Convulnoos, epilepsies, fierce catarrhs. 
Intestine stone and ulcer, colick pai^, 
Demooiack phreniy, moapiag melapcholy. 
And ino:n-stn)ck madness, pining atrophy, 
Marasmus, and wide-wasting pestilence, 
Dropdes, and asthmas, and joint-racking rheoms. 
Dire was the tossing, deep the groans: Despair 
Tended the sick, bosied from conch to coach ; 
And over them triumphant Death his dart 
^loak." Book zi. Ter. 477.— W«bifieli>. 
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Tbe'iMdnfU fitmily of Death, 

Mora hideoas tban tbeh* queen : 
This raclu th6 Ji^ta, ibln fbfM the veins, 86 
That every Ittbouriug sinew sfttiins, 
ThoBe in the deeper vitals rage ; 
Lo I Poverty, to fill the bwid. 
That nuiobs the sonl with icy hand. 

And slow-coBsuming Age. 90 

To each his sufferings : all are men, 

Condemn'd alike to groan ; 
The tend^ for another's pain, 

Th' anfmling for his own. 
Yet, ah ! why should they know their fiite, 95 
Since sorrow never oomes too late, 

Ver. 83. Th» painfiJ ftniily.] Mr. Hitfiml cile» PSpe'ii Eaanj 
onMan.ii. 118. 

" Hate, Teai, aod Grief, clttf anil]/ of Fain." 
The expresiioD ia also imitated by Portens, in his Foein 6d Death : 

' ■ " Let looM sin. 

And Death, and all tbtfamk/ of Pain." 
Ver. 95. Yet, ah I *hj should they know their fkte. 
Since sorrow never comei too late.] 
We meet with the same thought in Milton't Comas : 
" Peace, brodier, be not over eitquiiile 
To cut the fashion of nncertain evils. 
For grant they be so, wbQe they relt unknown. 
What need a man fbrestall his date of grief. 
And run to meet what he miilld nosl avcddl" 
Terence w at their antboi' : 

'" Nam nosomnes, quibaa tlicnnde altquis objectus est 
' labos, 
Omne quod est interea teto^n^ prina qnam id resdlum 
est, lucro e«." Hec. iii, i, 6.— Waxeiiild. 
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And happiness too HwiMjr flies ? 
Thought would destroy their paradise. 
No more ; — where ignorance is bliss, 

'Tis folly to be wise. 1 

Vw. 97. And happineM too iwifUy fliei.] 

" Optima quoqae dies miseris isarliilibus tevi 
Prima fi^t: lubtant motbi, &»»rtqiie Mnectns : 
Et labdi, at duT« rapit indemenli* mortis," 

Vii^. Qmf . iii. 6S.— WAEizriEi 
Ver. 96. Thouglit would dttUraj, &c.] 

KaiToi at jcai wv roim yt CqXnv (x*>, 
Off etivtus' ovtiv mv^ iM-aUT9avu KmcMnf. 
Ev Tiff ^yav yap lufStv ilun-Bt ^io{, 

Soph. Ajai, 653.— W.iEPii 



^■i hv Google 



IV. 
HYMN TO ADVERSITY'. 



Dadohtbb of Jove, relentless Power, 
Then tamer of the fanman breast, 

• Thia wu the original litle givca to thli Poem by the author, 
and was only altered by Mr. Maum, as be sayi, for the sake of 
unironnity id tbe page. The piece itself was lirat published, 
together with tbe Elegy in a Country Church-yard, in Dod^ey's 
Collection. 

or this piece, at once poetical and rational, I will not by 
slight otjections violate the dignity .—JonNSON. 

Ver. 1. Dan^ter of Jove, relentless Power.] Although the 
present nwlta wu riot at first affined to this Hymn, yet it may 
reasonably be supposed that the author, in this line, had his 
thoughts upon the passage troia .£schylus. rather than on the 
IIfMV/3a Au{6ir]wn)p Arq of Homer, which is also quoted by 
Mr. Mitford, But the aflusion to ancient mythology at all, in 
a Poem of a moral anil pathetic character, has surely a chilling 
and unnatural effect. Verse 35 seims liable to the same ob- 

Ver. 2. Thou tamer of the human breast] 

" Then he. Great iamer of all Anman art." 

Dnociad, i, 143. 
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Whose iron scourge tind tort'ring hcnir 

The bad aSHght, afflict the best ! 
Bound in thy adamantine chain, 5 

The proud are taught to taste of pain. 
And purple tyrants vainly groan 
With pangs unfelt before, unpitied and alone. 

When first thy sire to send on earth 

Virtue, his darling child, designed, 10 

To thee he gave the heavenly birth. 
And bode to form her in&nt mind. 

Stem-rugged Nurse ! thy rigid lore 

With patience many a year she bore ; 

Vet. 3. Whose iron icourge and Corl'risg hour.] There seeniG 
to be aome little irnpropriety And iiicoa|^Lty in this. Crauist- 
enc; of figure rtither required lome mKterial image, like iron 
icourge and adamanlitu ciam. — Wakefisld. 

If theie be any impropriety, saya Mr. Miitord, in this, it 
mnit reit with Millon , from whom Gray borrowed' the verse : 

" When Uie mourgt 

IneioraUy, and the iortarmg hoar, 
CaUa ui to penance." Par. Lost, ii. 90. 

Ver. 5. Bound in thy adamantine chain.J 

/Enchyl. Prom. Vinci.— WiiHiELD. 
*' Jn aAnmanthiB chaim, and penal fire." 

Milton, Par. Lost, i. 4a. 
" In DddnanCina chains shall death be bound." 

Pope, Mess. ver. 47. 
Vet. 7. And pu^le lyianU vainly groan.] 

" Fvrpmrei metuunt tfranni." Hot. — WiiKtriELO. 

Ver. 9. When firat thy aire to send nn earth.] Thiastania is 

a convincing proof, that Mr. Gray could unite with atranglh and 
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What Borrow wtm, tboa bwl'Bt fatf know, 15 

Aod from her own she leani'd to melt at othen' woe. 

Scar'd at thy frown terrific, fly 

Self-pleasing FoUy's idle brood. 
Wild Laui^ter, Koiae, aiul thougbtleBa Joy, 

And leave us lebure to be good. 20 

Light they disperse, and with them go 
The summer friend, the flattering foe ; 
By vain Prosperity received. 
To her they vow their tmtb, and are again believed. 

Wisdom in sable garb arrayed, 25 

Immers'd in rapt'rons thonght profound, 

Vei. 1 6. And from her ova ahe Uam'd to meh at olhers' woe.] . 

" Whose btMuU n&'er learned to glow 

For othen' good,ui melt at nthers' uw." 

Pope's Elegy ox, an unfortuaile lady, 45. 
Ver. IB. Selt-pleasii^ Folly's idle brood.] 
" Hence vain deluding joys. 
The brood of Folly." Milton, II Pens. 1 . 

Ver. '25. Wisdom in sabl? garb arrayed.] 

" O'erlaid with btuck, siaid WiuUm's hue.'' 

Milton, II Peiw, 16.— WjiSB^iHiD, 
Ver. 26. Immers'd in rapt'rous thought profound, 
And Melancholy, ulent maid, 

Widi leaden eye that loves Ihe ground.] 
" With even step and muling gait. 
And ktoks commetcidg vith the skies, 
Hiy rapt soul ^tling in (bine tgti : 
There held in holy pasuon still, 
Fo^t thyself to maible, till 
With a std Jduint downward cast 
Tkmfii i*«nt on tin tarth as fast."— II Pens. 3fl.— Wjik. 
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And Melancholy, silent moid. 

With leaden eye that bves the ground. 
Still on thy eolenm steps attend : 
Warm Charity, the general friend, '< 

With Justice, to herself severe. 
And Pity, dropping soft the sadly-pleasiug tear. 

Oh! gently on thy suppliant's head. 

Dread Goddess, lay thy chastening hand ! 
Not in thy Gorgon terrors clad, i 

Not circled with the vengeful band 
(As by the impious thou art seen) 
With thundering voice, and threatening mien. 
With screaming Horror's funeral cry. 
Despair, and fell Disease, and ghastly Poverty : ■ 

Thy form benign, oh Goddess, wear. 

Thy milder influence impart. 
Thy phUosophic train be there 

To soften, not to wound my heart. 
The generous spark extinct revive. 
Teach me to love, and to forgive. 



Ver. 41. Thy form benign, oh Ooddess, veai.] This last 
stanza brealhea a moat amiable Epirit of benevolence, aod dic- 
tates a lesson of pure and sublime moralit;. deliveied in the 
utmost piopiietj and ^mplicity of language. It leaves the 
mind completely satisfied, and finishes with inimitable sCienglh 
and fulness: — 

What others are U)feel, and know myself a Man. 

WAKinBLD. 
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Exact my own defects t« scan. 

What otiiere are to feel, and know myself a Man. 



Ver.47. Enact my own defects to scao.] The many hard 
cotuonantl which occur in ihis line hurt the ear; Mr. Gcayper- 
ceired it himself, but did not alter it, as the words tbemselvei 
were those which best conveyed his idea, and therefore he did 
not choose lo sacrilice seme to sound. — Mison. 

In an Ode to Disappointment, by the late lamented H. Kirk 
White, there are seveial passages obviously taken fram the 
Poem before us. 
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ODE V. 
THE PROGRESS OF POESY; 

A PINDARIC ODS'. 



*iiivovra avvtromv tc 

^i TO tear, tpitijvctni 

X((Ti{>i. £ind. Olymp. ii 



1.1. 
AwAKB, £olian lyre, awake. 
And give to raptnre all thy trembling strings. 



' ' When the authorfirstpablished tbiiand the follotTiDg OiIp. 
he was adviied, even hy his friends, to labjoin liome (ew ex- 
pluiatoiy note* ; but had too mueli respect for the undersland- 
ing ofhiB readers to lake that liberty. — Cray. 

Mr. Gray found tiiiaaelf obliged to alter this detetmiitation. 
u lome, who pretended to criticise, had begun by blundering in 
the fint line, and mUtoak the il^olia.n lyre for the harp of jfJiluB. 
See Critical Revien, vol. iv. p. 167. This ertoi Called fu the 
iMte which follows below. 

Ver. t. Awake, £oliati lyre, awake.} 

" Awake, my glory: awake, lute and harp," 

David's ft.— GaAV. 
In Ms manuscript it origiaally stood. 

Awake, my lyre : my ghiry, wake. 
And it would have been lucky for the above-mentioaed critics, 
if it had been thus printed. — Misav. 
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98 GBAT'a 

Prom Heliocm's liannonioiiB eprings 

A tlioiuand rills their mszy progress take ; 
The laughing flowers that ronnd them blow, 5 

Think life and {ngnnca as they flow. 
Now the rich stream of music winds along. 
Deep, majestic, smooth, and strong, 

Hadar ityles his dwd poetiy, wilh its minical accompani- 
menU, Am^ ptAmj, AwXi^tc %opfai, AioXiSuv irvoai av\i-iy, 
.Slotiui MDg, .^Icliaa strings, the breath of the .£oliaa flate. — 

Ver. 3. Fnim HcUcod'i hanoonioui spritigs.] Hie subject 
and limile, aa usual with Hndai, are united. The varioui 
BOUrcei of poetry, which giveg life and lustre to all it touches, 
are here described j ita quiet majestic pragieai enriching eviiy 
■ubject (otherwise dry and barren) with a pomp of diction and 
luinriant harmoDj of Dumbera ; and its man rapid and iHt- 
sistible course, when bwoId and hurried away by the cooflicl of 
tumoltnous pauiozu.-— G&at. 

Vei. S. The laughing Qoweis that round them blow.] Ur. 
Mitford has here frmn Petronius, cap. 127. 

" Albaque de viridi riurunl Hiia prato :" 
and from Achilles Tatius; 

" To mraXiir rtf tffiipv yiXo." 

The meteors which have been drawn by diffierent poeli 
from lau^ter are remarkable, perh^s above all others, b« 
their boldness and lariety. Tlie IWmial makes the vallies to 
laugh and ling with plenty : and jEschylus, Prom. Viocl. 90. 
«alls the bright dimpling of the waves beneath the sun : 
" Ajflip'S/"'*' jAafffin." 

Ver. 6. Drink life and fragrance as they Sow.] 

" In^uumque bibant liotariafonUm." 

Virg. Georg. iv. 32.— Wakefield. 

Ver, 7.. Now the rich stream of inuwc winds along.] A resem- 
blance has been pointed out, by Or. Beidmore of the Chartei- 
house, between this passage and the following from Horace : 
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Through verdatit vales, and Ceres' golden reign : 
Now rolling down the eteep amain, 10 

Headlong, impetuoufl, tee it pour : 
Tbe rocks and nodding groves rebellow to the roar. 



Oh I Sov^eign of the willing soul. 
Parent of sweet and Bolenm-breathing airs. 
Enchanting shell ! the sullen Cares ]g 

And frantic Passions bear thy soft controut. 

— " Quod EtdeM, memento 

Compontia Mquna : CnWra finminU 
Rilu ienmtuT, dddc medio alveo 

Cum fact delB.benlia Etnucom 
In mnie, nunc lapidei adeios, 
Stirpesque raptu, et pecni, et doiiHW 
VoIvenEii una, nan sine montium 

Clamwe, ncitiAqae sUteb." ljb.iu.0d.iiiii.32. 
Ver. 8. Deep, majestic, naooth, and aticmg.J 

" Whil* in more lengtheu'd notes, and slow. 
The dtp, (mrjolu, wlenin oi^sni blow." 

Pl^'l Cfcilia. — W^IIEFIELD. 

Vtr. 12. Hie rockt and nodding groves rebellow to the nuu.] 
Ois; seemi in fais niptaic to coofoand the imBgei of tpraading 
■oDiid and nnniog w*tei. A " stteun at muiic" may be al- 
lowed ; but wtme does mDsic, however " nnooth and strong," 
oflct having viutcd the " lenUni valei," roll down " the steep 
onain," ao tu that " mcki and nodding grovea rebellow to the 
loar." If this be said of music, it is aoDsenu ; if it be mid of 
water, it i* nothing to the purpoee.— Jobniok, 

Ver. 13. Oh I Sovereign of the willing soul. J Power of hai- 
many to calm the tubaleat salliea of the sonl. The thoughts 
are bon-owed from the fint Pythian of Piudir, — GKit. 

Ver. 13. The sullen Care« 

And frantic Paasion* r} 
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On Throcia's hilk the Lord of W^ 

Has curb'd the fury of his car. 

And dropt his thirsty lance at thy command. 

PercUog on the sceptred hand 20 

" Quofuodam ducaliendai tnstea cogitationn: od quod Kym- 
phoEiia, ct cymbali, atrepitusqne pioficiimt." Cek. de Med, 

iii. 18. And u in the Old Tcatameat, " Savl'i evil ipirif 

of meUmehoty wu soothed b; the lyre of Danid. 
" A mlemn air, and the best comforter 
. To as unuttltdfaatg, can thy braias." 

Tempest, i. iii. — Wiietiild. 
Ver. aO. PercbinK on the sceptred hand.] 

tu ff ava narrif Hue nunvi u- 
nuar -rTtfity' afifonptf- 
6nt xaAaEmc, 

«tf IF iiri oi in^tXav 
Aymkif tpan, •f^ifaptni 
. . Alv KKmarpov, tartxtvat. 6 ii KftnHHin' 

"Vypov ntrov mijipti, Timt 
'Pinuvt KoTBirxontvos- '"i yap Pia- 
ras ApiKi rpajjaav avtvBi Xirwv 
Eyx"^v ojcpii', uuva KopSuxii 

luipn-i." Knd. Pjth. i. 9. 

Thii de<cnptioD of the bird of Jupiter, Mr. Gray, in hit DwA 
editioa, modestly calls " a weak imitation of some incomparable 
linei in the fim PythiaD of Pindar i" bat if they are compaied 
with Mr. Gilbert Wtit'i translation of the above lines, (though 
fac from a bad one,) their aaperior eoe^y to hia veiuoa will ap- 
pear lerj coDapicuona. 

" Peich'd OD the sceptre of the Olympian king 

The IhrilliDgdaitsofhanDony be feels; 
And indolently bangi his rapid wii^, 

Wbile gentle sleep his closing eyelid scalt 
And o'ei his heaving limb* in loose array. 
To every balmy gale the rufRing feathers play. 
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Of Jove, thy m^c lulls the feather'd king 
With ruffled plumeff-end flagging wii% : 
Quench'd in dark clouds of slumber lie 
The terror of his beak, and lightnings of his eye. 



Here, if we except tbe i(|cond line, we find no imagery or ex- 
pression of the lyrical c»»t. The rest aie loaded with unne- 
ceisar; epithets, and would better suit (he tamer tones of elegy. 
West's Pindar, vol. i. p. SS. 
The same pa-isage has been imitated by Akeniide in hb 
Hjmn to the Naiads i 

— _— ^ " With ttaekeaed vmgt, 

While now the Hdemn concert breathes antuDd; 
lacniDbeat o'er [he sceptre of his lord 
Sleep! the stem eagle, by the nnmber'd note* 
Poueas'd, and satiate with the melting, ton?, 
SoveieigD of birds ! The furious God of War 
His darts forgetting, and the winged wheels 
That bear him vengeful o'er the embattled plain. 
Relents, and soothes his once fierce heart to ease." 
Mr. Mitlbrd, after citing the above, observes, "As the . 
images are transposed by Gray, it has been thought that the 
transition from Tkraeia'i Hilii, and the Lord ff War, to the 
eagle, is too luJenl even for lyric poetry. "j 

Ver. 31. With ruffled plumes and flagging wing.] If the 
rv^ti plumsi of Mr. Gray, and the ru^ng ftaOitn of West, 
are intended to eipress the iiyptw vv/ror of their original, the 
adaptation is certainly not a happy one. Iji the word vypov 
is conveyed the idea of that glossy sleekness which, as the slum- 
bering bird heaves up its back, gives to it the appearance of 
moisture. To this beautiful expression of the Greek poet, per- 
haps no one has ventured to approach so near as Milton, when 
he alio speaks of muuc : 

" At every fall smoothing the raven down 

Of Darkness, till it smiled." Comus, SSI. 
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1.3. 

Thee the voioe, the dance, obey, • 26 

Temper'd to thy warWed !ay. 

O'er Xdslia's velvet greeu 

The rosy-crowned Loves are seen 

On Cftherea's day ; 

With antic Sport, and blue-eyed Pleasures, 30 

Frisking light in frolic measures ; 

Now panning, now rotreating, 

Ver. 25. Tbea the voics, tin douce, obey.] Power of har- 
mony u.piodnce all the graen of motion in the bod;. — Gbit. 
Ver. 27. O'er Idalia't velvet gree a.] Idalia'i vlvtt great 
has lometluiig of caul. An epithet or melaphoi drawn Irom 
naliue ennoblei art : as epithet or metaphor drawn from art 
degrades nanUE. — JouHton. 

Mr. Wakefield repliei to the above criliciam b; bringing se- 
veral authoritiei, beginning with Dr, Jobnson himself. Pope's 
[page] ii s nliwt loum, ahaven by the scythe, and levelled hy 
the nJler. — livea of the Poets. 

' ' niTOUgb the vtlrtl Uava the wind 
All Qnieea 'gan pasac^ find." 

Love's lob. Lost, act iv. ic. 4. 
." Left and abandoned of his wltwt/twtdi, 
That is, the deer." As You tike It. 

Young ha> used the same words, vtlvtt gretn, in his Univer- 
sal FassioD, Sat, S. 

Ver. 32. Now parsuing, now retreating, 

Now in circling troop they meet.] 
" Km xopoc of^AoWCi '"' "' oif*"' e^taavOai." 

Hyia. Dion. 3. 
" Oi J" oTf fuv PpiSamcov cmaTapivaioi intt<nn' — 
AXXort ! ao SptCamov ori imxas oXXqXiHVt." 

Horn. n.S. 599,602. 
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Now in cirding troops they meet : 
To brisk notes in cadence beating. 

Glance their many-twinldtng feet. 35 

Slow melting strains their QueeO'i approach declare : 

" Come, knil hand*, and beat the ground 
Id a light fantiulic round." 

Comiu, 143.— Wjiifield. 
Ver. 35. Glance theii mm; -I winkling feet.] 

" XapiiofyirfOC Oijim irotmir Qav/utZt ii Su/iy." 

Horn. Od. e<— Gbav. 

" Or nulling turn the nany-trnMiag leavu 

Of Aipin tall." ThamKin'i Spring, 155. 

Manj-twink^Dg wai formeily ceniured u not aaalogical ; 

we may my " many-spotted," but scarcely many-ipotting. — 

JOBNSOH. 

Ver. 36. Slow melting ■trains theii Queen's appioacb declare.] 
Hits and the five Bowing lines which follow aie sweetly intro- 
duced by (he short and unequal measures that precede them : 
the whole stanza b indeed a master.piece of rhythm, and 
charms the ear by its weil-varied cadence, as milch as the 
magerj which it contains ransbei the bocy. " There is," say* 
onr Author in one of his manuscript papers, " a tout ensemble of 
sound, u well as of sense, in poetical compoaitiim, always ue- 
cessaiy to its perfection. What is gone before still dwells upon 
the eat, and insensibly faarmoniies with the present line, ai in 
that sncceasion of fleedng notes which is called melody." No- 
thing can better eiemplijy the truth of this fine ofaiervation than 
his own poetry. — M*son. 

Mi, Mitford obserrei that the rariely of measure in this 
stanta is produced hy a change of accent, and not by a change of 
cadence, as in Pope's Ode on St. Cecilia's Day, The effect here 
is, inconsequence, much less forced and artificial. The reader, 
who may have been accnstomed to ptnnt to these eiquisile Unes 
as a certain proof of Mr. Gray's power in descriptive poetry, 
will perhaps hardly forgive Mr. Mitford for bringing to light the 
ftdlowing lines, written by Barton Booth, the famous actor: 
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Where'er she turns the Graces homage pay. 
With ormB aublime, that float upon the air. 

In gliding state she wins her easy way : 
O'er her warm cheek, and rising bosom, more 40 
The bloom of young Desire and purple light of 
Lore. 



" Now to R llcvi and milling air she n 
So lik« in >ir, ia ahape, in mira, 
She panes for the Paphiao qurao ; 
The GracM nit anmnd h^piuv. 



ThewOD 






Whether hei esni body bend, 
Or hei tain bmom Aeon* with sighi ; 
Whether her jrrnmful amu (itend, 
Or gently fall, or sloiily rise ; 
Or returning, or advancing. 
Swimming round, or tidtUmg gtajuing, 
Strange force ofmotioo that luMsei the soul." 
Ver. 37. Where'er she tnniB the' Oracea homage pay.J 
Tlieie is ao allusion in this verse to that well-known pasa^e of 
Tibullus: 

" Illam, quicquid agit, quoqiio Tesllgia vertit, 
CompDnit furtim, gubsequiturqae decor." - 
Ver. 41. The bloom of young Desire and purple light ol 
Love.] 
" AaixvH f Eiri iropf vp<y(Fi 

naf>f Upn pUf tptrfTB^/' 

Fhiynichus spud Atheweum. — Chiv. 

" iMtBiBque juyenta 

Purpareum, et Istos Dculta sfflirat honores." 

ViT^. £d, i. S90.^W«sEFiii.D. 
Mr. Mitfocd quotes from Claudian, Rap. Pmserp. i. 370. 

" Niveos infecit purpura vultus 

Per iiquidai lucceosa genas, castsqae pudorii 
IHuiere^/awi." 
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II.]. 

Man's feeble race what ills await ! 
Labour, and Penary, th« racka of Pain, 
Disease, and Sorrow's weeping train. 

And Death, sad refuge &om the storms of Fate ! 
The fond complaint, my song, disprove, 46 

And justify the laws of Jove. 
Say, has he given in v&in the heavenly Muse ? 
Night, and all her sickly dews. 
Her spectres wan, and birds of boding cry, 50 

He gives to range the dreary sky ; 
Till down the eastern cli^ afar 
Hyperion's march they spy,and glitt'ring shaftsof war. 

Ver. 43. Man's feeble race what Ilia await.] To compenBate 
the real and imaginarj Ills of life, the Muse was given to man. 
kind by the same Providence that aends the claj, by its cheerful 
presence, to dbpel the gloom and teiron of the night. — Gbay, 
Ver. 49. Night, and all her sickly dews.] Dr. Hard, in his 
editianofCowley, supposes Gray to allude to the ftJlowing linei 
of his anlhor : 

" Night and her ugly subjects thou dost fright, 
And Sleep, the laiy owl of night ; 
Aihain'd and fearful to appear, 

'nieyikreen their horrid shapes with ihe black hemisphere." 
Ver. 63. Till down the eastern cliSi afar 

Hyperion's march they spy, and glitt'ring ihtftt of war.J 
" Or seen the morning's well-appointed star 
Come marching up lb soittm kilU afar." 

Cowli:y.— G»ir. 
Gray has followed all the earlier English writen, with but 
one or two exceptions, in giving the above quantity, HyperioD. 
It occurs again In the Hymn to Ignnance, ver. 13. 

Vet. S3. Glitt'ring shafts of war.] 

" Non radii volis, neque bLcida tila did." lAcret. 1. 14B. 
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II. 2. 

la climes beyond the Bolar roAd, 
Where sha^y forms o'er ice-huilt monntains room. 
The Muse has Isake the twilight glonn 66 

To cheer the ihivenng Native's dull abode. 
And oft, beneath th« odorous diade 
Of Chili's boundless forests laid, 
She deigns to hear the aarage youth repeat, 60 

In loose numbers wildly sweet. 
Their feather-cinctured chiefs, and dusky loves. 
Her track, wliei%'er the goddess rores, 

" Luetf*rifiit paicDt liUlia Mfa did," 

Ansonii Moult. 369. — WiiEnELD. 
To these Hr. Mitford adds a quotation bom Euiifudes, Phce- 

'Euwif ofuiia fXiyiBaiv 
/3aXiui7iv atKiov. 
Ver. M. In lUitiei beyond the solar road.] Eiteasive in- 
fluence of poetic genius ovc{ the remolest and most uaciviliud 
. nslioni; its conneccioD with libeity, and the rirtuea that ai- 
Inrally attend on it.^[3ee the Erse, Norwegian, and Welch 
Fragmenlg, the Lapland and American Songs.] — Grat. 

" Eiira enni $otitqut rial — ." ^"irg, Xo. yi. 797. 
" Tutta lontana dal camin tTel sale." 

FMnrch, Cuuon. 2.— Gm. 
" Out of the ttlaruclk, and hea.TEn's high waj." 

Dryden's Thetmd. AnguBt. stanza 12. 
" Far a> the lolar malt and milky way." 

Pope's Essay on Man, i. 102. 
Ver. 61. In Ioom nuniben wildly sweet.] The loose teitute 
of this Terse is most h^ipily aDalogmis to the meaning. It re- 
minds DIM of Milton's character of Shalupeare. 

" Or nrtttiit Shakspeare, Faniy* child, 

WaiUe hn native wood-notes wild." WAianELD, 
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Glory pursue, and generoos shame, 

Th' unconquerable mind, and Freedom's boly Same. 

II. a 

Woods, that wave o'er Delphi's steep, 66 

Isles, that crown th' .^;ean deep. 

Fields, that cool Ilisaos lavea, 

Or where MEeaadw*B Amber waves 
In lingering labyrinths creep, 70 

How do your tuneful echoes languish. 

Mule, bot to the voice of anguiah ! 

Ver- 64. Gloiy pur^e, and g^neroaa shEune.J T^ii use of 
tfae verb plural alter the tint subatanlive is in Kiidar's maimer, 
Ntm. J. 91. Pjth. iv. 318 Horn. II. E. 774.— Wasefield. 

Ver.66. Woods, that wave o'er Delphi's ateep.] Progieas oT 
poetry from Greece to Italj, and fniin Italy to England . Chan- 
cer waa Dot UDacqnainted with the writings of Dante or of Pe- 
trarch. The Earl of Surry, and Sir Thomai Wyall, had tra- 
velled in Italy, and formed their taste there ; Spenser imitated 
the ItaliBD writers ; Milton Improved on them : but thia school 
expired «ooo afier the Restoration, and a new one arose on the 
French model, which has subsisted eiei since.— Gray. 
Vei. 69. Or where Msandei's amber waves.] 

" There Susa by Choaspes, amber'tlream^" 

Par. Reg. iu. 288. 
" Rolls o'er Elysian flowers her omter itrtam." 

Par. Loat, iii. 359. 
Wliich is fiom Callimachus : 

EE apapav avtOvt. Hynio. in Cer. 29. — Waiefield. 
Ver. 70. In liogering labyrinths creep.] 

" Tardia ubi flexihus emt 

Mincius." Virg. Georg. iii. 14 WAiEriELti. 

Ver. 71. How do your tnneful echoes languish.] In the 
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Where each old poetic monntain 

Inspiration breath'd around ; 
Every shade and haUow'd fountain 75 

Mnrmnr'd deep a solemn sound : 
Till the sad Nine, in Greece's evil hour. 

Left their Punasans for the Latian plains. 
Alike they scorn the pomp of tyrant Power, 

And coward Vice, that revels in her chains. 80 
When Latium had her lofty spirit lost, 
Hey sought, oh Albion ! next thy sea-encircled coast. 

III. 1. 
Far from the sun and summer-gale. 
In thy green lap was Nature's Darling * laid, 

Quarterly RetUw, vol. xi. p.3l4. a reseroblance ii traced be- 
tween theae lioea and the follDwiiij; fjam AddUon'a letter to 
Laid Halifax: 

" Poetic fieldi eacompua me sround. 
And Itil] I weiD to tiead on cluaic gniuDiI i 
For here the Miue so oft her haip hai itnit^, 
Tliat Dot a mauDtaiii rem iti head nonuig ; 
BeDOWDcd ia verse each ihad; Ihicket grovt. 
And t^txj Ktream in heavenly numben flows." 

See Letter II. 
Ver. SO, And cowtrd Vice, that revela in her chuna.] 
" Servitude, that hugi her chain." 

Oda OD the Tnstsllatian.—WAExFiitJi. 
The position here laid down. Dr. Johnson says, it blse. " In 
the time of Dante and Petrarch, {mm whom we derive om Gist 
school of 'poetry, Italj was avemm by 'tyrant power' and 
> cowan) vice :' nor wm our itaie much better when we Gist 
borrowed the Italian arts." 

■ Shakspeare, 



-invGoo'^Ic 



What time, where lucid Avon strajr'd. 
To him the mighty mother did unveil 



Ver. 83. Far from the sua and lummer-gale.J Aa iageaioiu 
p«rean, who lent Mr. Gray his remaiks anonyiaausly on Ihis 
and the fallowing Ode uon after Iha; wen publiabed, gives 
this (tonu D.ad the followii^ a vei; ju>t and well-expreiaed 
enlogy: "A poet is ceiei more coacillsiting than when he 
praises favourite predecesiora in bis ail. Miltflo is not more 
the pride than Shakspeaie the love of their cnualrj' : it ii tliere- 
fore equally judicious to diffuse a teaderoess and a grace through 
the praise o( Shakspeaie, as to extol in a itiain more elevated 

tiDD." The critic has here well noted the beauty of cantiast 
which remits from the two descriptioas i jet it is fbithei to be 
observed, to the honour of oui Poet's judgment, that the ten- 
deiDess and grace in the former does not prevent it from stroi^ly 
characlcriiiiig Qie ihiee capital petfeclions of Shakspeare's ge- 
nius; and when he describes his power of exciting terror, (a 
species of the sublime,) he ceases to be diffuse, aikd becomes, u 
he OD^t to be, concise and energetical. — Masoh. 

Ver. e4. In thy green lap was Vature's Dailii^ laid.] 
" The Sowery May, who figm her gr«n lap throws 
The yellow cowslip, and the pale primrase." 

Millon's Song on Miy Morning. — Gkai. 
Nature's Darling occurs in Cleveland's Poems, p. 314. 
■ ' Here lies, within this stony shade, 
Nalun'i Darling ; whom she made 
Her faiicU model, hu- brief slory, 
In him heaping all her gloiy-" 
Ver. 86. To him the mighty mother did unveil 

Her awful face.] Wicked memory brings into the 
mind Uie Queen of the Dunces, and destroyi all the pleasure of 
the description by an unlucky contrast. 

" Tht migACj/ mi/lher, and her son, who brings 
The Smithfield muses to the ear of kings." 
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Her awfiil &ce : the dauntless cliild 

Stretch'd forth his little arms, and nnil'd. 

" This pencil take," she said, " whose colonn dear 

Richly paint the vernal year : 90 

Thine too these golden keys, immoital Boy ! 

This can unlock the gates of joy ; 

Of horror that, and thrilling fears. 

Or ope the sacred source of sympathetic tears." 

III. 2. 

Nor second He'', that rode sublime 95 

Upon the seraph-wings of Ecstasy, 
The secrete of th' abyss to spy. 

He pass'd the fiaming bounds of place and time : 
The living Throne, the sapphire-blaze. 
Where angels tremble while they gaze, 100 

He saw ; but, blasted with excess of light, 
Clos'd his eyes in endless night. 

" A veil of fogs dilates lier awful f act." 

Idem, i. 2ie.~WAiKH£LD. 
'• Hilton. 

Ver. 98. He pasted tbe Baming boDnds of place and lime.] 
" Flammantia mcenia mundi." I^icrel. i. 74. — Ghat. 
Ver. 99. Tbe livii^ Throne, the aapphire-blue.] " For the 
E[arit of the living creature vas in the wheels, and above the 
firmament that wai over their heads was the likeness of a 
throne, as the appearance of a Eapphiie stone. This wai the 
appearance of the glory of the Lord.— Eiek. 1.20,26,28.— 
Grat. 

Vet. 101. , He saw ; but, blasted with excess of light,] 

*■ Ocaloa ausus attollere contra." 

Lucret— Wakefielb. 
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Behold, where Dryden's leea preflumptuoiu car. 
Wide o'er the fields of gloiy bear 
Two coursers of ethereal race, lOS 

With necks in thunder cloth'd, and long-resoimding 

III. 3. 
Hark, his baivda the lyre explore I 
Br^ht^yed Fancy, hovering o'er. 
Scatters trota her pictur'd urn 
Thoughts that breathe, and worda that bum. 110 

Ver.iOS. GoudhiieyeiiiieDdienDiglit.] 

Homer, Od. e. *. 64,— Gbat. 

Mi. Mitlbrd ta.j» thai the bliudiwii of Hrancr wuBcconnted 

for in the ume poetical vay by the andenti. Il was, tbey tay, 

the phantom of hii iieni, AcUUes, called ap by hU ottn de< 

lira, which took away hi* sight by its OTerwhefaiuDg bright- 

The account of Milton's blindnesa, if we nippaee it caused by 
study in the fonnstion of his poem, a suppoBidon sorely iJlaw- 
able, is poetically true and hapjuly imagined. — Johnson. 
Ver. 106. With necks in thaoder cloth'd, and long-resound- 
ing pace.] 
" Hast thou clothed his neck with thunder." Jon. 

This vene and the (bregoing aie meant to eipiea the stately 
maich and aouadiag energy of Dijden'a ihymei.' — G bav. 

Mr. Mitfbid quotes the (allowing acconnl of Dryden from 
Pope: 

" Waller was smooth ; but Dryden taught to join 

The varying ireraa, the full rtumndiBg lint. 

The long majestic march, and eneigy divine." 

Ver. 110. Thoughts that breathe, and worda that burn.] 

" Words that weep, and lean that Kpeak." 

Co WLE V . — G R A V. 
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But ah I 'tis beard no mo rc" 
'^ Oil I Lyre divine, what daring spirit 
Wakes thee now? Though he inherit 
Nor the pride, nor ample pinion. 

That the Theban eagle ° bear, 116 

Sailing with supreme dominion 

Ver. 111. But a},', 'tii heard no more.] We haie had ia 
our langnage no other Odes of the BDblime kiod, than thai of 
Dryden on St. Cecilia'a Day; for Cotrlej, who had hii merit, 
jet wanted jadfmeat, style, and haimony, Ibr such a task. That 
of Pope ii not worth; of so great a man. Mr. Mason, iadeed, of 
late daya, has touched the true cbords, and with a masterly hand, 
in Kiiiie of hii choruies ; above idl, in the lait of Caractaciu : 

" Haikl heaid ;e not yon footatep dread 1" &c. — Gb*t. 

Ver. 114. Ample piuion.] TTiis image of 

Finder ii principally derived from a passage in Horace, in 

which he coDtraals himself with the Theban bard ; a passage, 

which far elegaace of thoi^ht, beauty of eipressioa, and melody 

of verse, is imt excelled by any part of his lyric compositions. 

" Multa dircnum leval aura cygnum 

Tendit, Antoni, quoties ia altos 

Nubium fractus. Ego apis malioc 

More modoque, 
Grata caipentia thyma per laborem 
Plurimum, circa iKmus uvidique 
Tibnris ripas, operosa parvus 

Carmina tiago." WjaenELD. 

Ver. 115. That the Theban eagle bear.] 

" Auis Tfwcopt^x" Slum." Olyrap. ii. 

< Pindar. 

Piodat compares himself to thai bird, atid bis enemiei to 
ravens that croak and clamour in vun below, while it pursues 
its flight, regardless of their noise. — Gray. 
Mr. Mitford quotes^ 

" likelo an eagle in hi« kingly pride 
Soaring through his wide empire of the aire." 

Spenser's Faerie Queene, v. iv. 42. 
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Through the Eizure deep At air : 
Yet oft before his infent eyes would r 



Ver. 117. Huough the &iuie deep of air.] 

" Cceli fretuin :" Ennius. 

Lucret. ii. 151. v. 377.— WmnBLn. 
The critic quoted (p. 39.) condudei hU renuuki on this Ode. 
which he had written after his observations on the Baid, in a 
manner which accounti, in m; opinion, for the npeiior plea- 
sure that it has ^Ten to him, and also to the geikeralitj' of 
readers. " I quit," says he, " this Ode with the strongest con- 
victioD of its abundant merit ; though 1 took it up, (for this last 
attentive perDsal,) pernuadcd that it was not a little infeiicN- to 
the other. Ilief are not the lieasures of imagination only that 
have so copioualy enriched it: it ipeaki, bnl surely less feelingly 
than the Bard, (still my fsvourite,) to the heart. Can we in 
truth be equally interested for the rabalons eiploded gods of 
other nations, (celebrated in the first half of this (Me,) as by 
the story of our own Edwards and Henrys, or allasiona to it? 
Can a description, the most perfect language ever attained to, 
of tyranny eipelUng the Muses from Parnassus, seize the mind 
equally with the horrors of Berkley Caitle, with the apostrophe 
to the tower! 

' And spate the meek usurper's holy bead '.' 
" I do not Eoean, however, wholly to decry fabulous subjects 
or allusions, nor more than to suggest the preference dae to his> 
toiical ones, where happily the poet's fertile imagination sup- 
plies him with a plentiful choice of both kinds, and he finds 
himself capable of treating bath, according to their reqiective 
natures, with equal advantage." 

It will not surely be improper at Uie conclusion of this Ode, 
so peculiariy admirable for the musical fiow of its numbers, to 
mentioD one circumstance relative to English lyric poetry in 
general, and much to its honour, which has lately been commu- 
nicated to me by an ingenious friend. It is this :— " That it 
can fully, at least when in the bindi of ^uch a mastn, support 
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Such fmniB, as glitter in the Muae'a istj 
With orient hues, unbcnrow'd of the^un : 



iti hantumy without Ihe as^tuice ofmuac. For there u great 
leaaon to believe, that in the Greek Ode, of which we are taught 
to think BO highly, the poirer of ninnben waa httle perceived 
without the etiectual aid of a mumcal accompanimeat. And 
we have in proof of this iuppo»CiDii the eipren teitimoniei of 
Cicero and Quintilian. The tint, in hii Orator, (a Umahed per- 
formance, and of which he spealu himself in the h^best Itrmt, 
if. Fam. vL IS.) makes the following obaervation: " Sed in 
venibua res est apertior : quamquametiam anodig quibnsdam, 
cantu remoto, soluta esse videatur raatio, maximeque id in 
t^tinto quoque coram poetaium, qui AuptxM a Grsdi nomi- 
nantor : quos cum caatu spoUaTeris, nuda pnne remanet ora- 
tio." — Orator, No. 1B3. He gives a forth«r inatauce fron the 
poets of bis own coonlFy, which I do not here cite ai any addi- 
tional proof of the ptHut in question, but as the clearest illnitia- 
tiooof his meaning in tbe foregoing quotation. " Qoarum li- 
milia sunt qusdam etiam apud uostros : velut ilia in Hiyesle, 

Quemnam teesse dicami l]ui tardft in aenectute : 
Et que lequuDtui: qnx. nisi cum tibicen accesnt, erotiwii sunt 
•olutm similHma." — Ibid. Thesecond lestimouj, that of Quin- 
tilian, is also full to du> preieot purpose. " Fo^taa certe le- 
gendos Oratoii (iitaio coDcesserint: nam igitur hi sine Mucicel 
St si quia tarn cecus animi est, ul de aliis dubilet ; illos certc, 
qui Carolina ad Ijram composuerunL" — Qnintilianns, lib. i. 
cap. 17. Here we see, that, whatever mi^t be the case with 
lome other kinds of poeliy, in the Ode the want of an accom- 
panying lyre could Dot be dispensed vith. 

Thus then, if we rely on these claaucal authorities, stood Ihe 
Greek Ode ; claiming, in the exhibition of a beauty lo essential 
to its perfection, the kind assistance of an infeiioi ait : while 
the l^cs of Mr. Gray, with the richaesi of imagery and the 
glow of expressitm, breathe also Ihe vaiioug modulations of an 
intrinsic and independent melody. 

for Ibis siogulai advantage, so Utile known or cousideied, 
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Yet shall be mount, and keep his distant waj 
Beyond the limits of a vulgar &te. 
Beneath the Good how far — but far above the Great. 



we an certaiolj indebted to rhyme ; and, nhalever opinioa 
ma.y be formed of its use in other kinda of poelrj, we maj con- 
clude from hence that it is s Decesuuy inpport to the hannany 
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ODE VI. 
THE BARD' 



1. 1 

" Ruin seize thee, ruthless King I 
Ctm^Bion on thy banners wait ! 
Thon^ iimn'd by Conquest's crimson wit^ 
They mock the air with idle state. 



> TbU Ode is rouniled on a tradilian current in Wales, that 
K<l»Bid the First, when he completed the conqueit of that 
couDtiy. ordered all the Bards that fell into hia hands lo be put 
to death.— Ga A I. 

Ver. I. Ruin aeiie thee, ruthless King.] This abrupt eiecra- 
lion plunges the reader into that sudden fearful perplexity 
which is designed lo predominate through the whole. The ir- 
reiisUble violence of the privet's passions bears him awaj, 
who, as he is unprepared bj a formal nsberii^ in of the spealet, 
is unforllGed against the impressions of liis poetical frenzy, and 
oierpowered by them, as sudden thunders slrile the deepest. 
All readera of taste, I fancj, have felt this effect from the pas- 
sage ; they will be pleased, however, to see their own feelings 
so nel] expressed as they are in this note. — Mason. 

Dr. Johnson, although he does not condemn the abruploess 
of this ciordium. endeavouis to undervalue it u a mere tech- 
nical beauty, and creditable only to the inventor.. — Waiefuld. 

Ver. 4. They rnock the air viith idle stile.J 

" Mocking the arr with colours idly spread." 

Shakspeue's King John. — Ghav. 
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roattB. 47 

Heltn, nor hauberk's twtated mail, 6 

Nor e'en t% virtues. Tyrant, shall avul 
To save thy secret soul from nightly fears. 
From Cambria's carse, from Cambria's tears !" 
Such were the sounds, that o'er the crested pride 

Of the first Edward scatter'd wild dismay, 10 
As down the steep of Snowdon's sha^y side 

He wound with toilsome march his long array. 
Stout Olo'ater stood aghast in speechless trance : 
" To arms !" cried Mortimer, and conch'd his quiver- 
ing lance. 



V«i. 6. Helm, HOT hauberk'i twisted mail.] The hauberk 
vaa a texture of steel riogleti, or ringi interwaven, rorming a 
coat tif mul, that wt close (o the bodj, and adapted itself lo 

The initial resemblance or alliterationa, " ruin, ruthless, 
helm or hauberk," are below the grandeur of a poem that ea- 
deavouis at lublimily, — JoBHsaN. 

Ver. 9. Such were the sounds, that o'er the crested pride.] 
" T^ crowd adder's pride." 

Diydes's Indian Queen — Ghav. 

Ver. 11. As down the steep of Saowdea'a ahagg; side.j 
/Snowden was a name given by the Saxons lo that mountainous 
tract which the WeJeb themselves call Craigian-eTyri : it in- 
cluded all the highlands of Caemaivonshiie and Merioneth- 
shite, as hi east at the river Conway. R. Hygden, speaking 
of the castle of Conway, built by Kii^ Edward the First, says, 
" Ad Ortom imnii Conway ad clivum montis Erery ;" and 
Matthew of Westmimter, (ad ana. 1383.) " Apud Abeiconway 
ad pedes montb Snowdonin fedt erigi castrum forte." — Gray. 

Ver. 13. Stout Glo'ster stood aghast in ipeechless trance.] 
Gilbert de Clare, tunuuned the Bed, Earl of Gloucester and 
Hertford, son-in-law to King Edward. — Okay. 
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On a rocJc, whose liauglity brow 
Frowns o'er old Conway's (baming flood, 

Robed in the sable garb of Woe, 
With haggard eyes the Poet stood ; 

(Jjoose bis beard, and hoaiy hair 

Stream'd, like a meteor, to the troubled air ;) 



Ver. 14. "To umal" cried Mortimn, and conch'd bb 
quivering lanca.] Edmand de Mortimer, Lord of Wigmore. 

lliey both were Lordi Muchen, irhoae lands lay on the 
harden of Wales, and probably accompanied the kii^ in thia 
eipedilion. — G rat. 

Ver. 15. Od a rock.] The turbulent impetuoiil; of the 
precedii^ slanu, and the Mdate nujeat; of thii, farm a moit 
pleaaing and animated coatrast. — Waietieiji. 

Whose liai^hly brow.] So Homer, iir' o^pimi koXXi- 

KcAwviic — (t' o^pVDC, et ir mfipvat — aiyioXoM — Moaelus, et 
Apollooiaa Rhodiui : and St. Loke— T))c e^ptioc Tim opotc — 
iv. 29. of his Gospel. — " Eece ! n-ptreUiv clivori tramitis." Viig. 
— Homei says with gretiter holdneu, iXwc «f pvoiinra : but Mi. 
Gray's correspondent term, fnjani, is a happy ct 
the figure. — Wakefield. 

Ver. IT. Robed in the sable garb of tvoe.} 
" Perpelno tiHErar>i et nl^ 

Juvenal. Sat. >. 345. — WAsemi*. 

Vei. 19. Loose his beard, and hoary hair.] The image was 
taken from a well-koonn picture of Raphael, repmenting the 
Supreme Being in the vidon of Eiekiel : there ure two of these 
paintings, both belieied to be originals ; one at Florence, the 
other in the Duke of Orleans' collection at Faiis. — Oray. 

Mi. Oraj never saw the large Cartoon, done by the same 
divine hand, in the possenon of the Duke of Monlagn, at his 
seat at Boaghton, in Northamptonshire, else I am persuaded 
he would have mentioned it in this note. The two finished 
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And with a master'a hand, and prophet's fire, 
Struck ike deep soitows of his lyre. 
" Hark, how each giant oak, and desert cave. 
Sighs to the torrent's awful voice beneath ! 
O'erthee, ohKing! their hnndred anus they ware, 2 
■ Revenge on thee in hoarser murmtire iM^athe ; 



|Hclures abroiid (which I believe are cloiet-pieces) can hanity 
have BO much spirit In them aa this wonderfill drawing ; it gave 
me the sublimest idea I eier received fiom pajaliog. Moses 
brealiag the tables of the Ian, by Panaegiano, was a Sgan 
which Mr. Gray used to say came still oearer to his meaning 
AaD the picture of Raphael.— Mjsok. 

See Sir Jo^aa RcyDOlda's Works, vol. ii. p. 195. 
' It has been observed as somewhat singular, that the two 
figures here mentioned, aa haviog suggested the idea oT the 
Bard, are themselves widely different Irom one another in their 
general expression. 
Ver. 20. Stream'd, like a roeteor, to the Iroabled air.] 
" Who forthwith from the glittering staff unfiul'd 
The imperial enugit, which full high advanc'd, 
Shone, likt a ntUnr, itrtaming to tht aind." 

Par, Lost, i. 635— WAiEriEi.ih 
' A line yet more resembling the above occurs in Heywood's 
" Foar 'Prentices of London." 

" In Sion'i towers hangs his Tictorions flag. 
Blowing defiance this way; and it shews 
like a Ted meteor in iht trmibltd air." 
Mr. Milfbrd qnoles several passages in which lo^ hair is 
compared to a meteor. The followiTig are two of the number : 
" His tawny btoTd was Ih' equal grace 
Both of his wisdom and his face. 

This liairy mttttrr did denounce 
The fall of sceplrca, and of crowns" 

Hudibras. Ft. i. Cant. i. 247. 
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Vocal no more, since Ctunlms> fatal day. 

To h^h-bom Hoel'fl harp, or soft Llewellf b'b lay ." 



" CcJd is Cadwallo'a tongue. 
That hiufa'd the Btonny m& 



" Which holy vow he firmly kept ; 
And moit deroutly wore 
A giiily Buttar on his face." 

Butler'i RemUDi, p. 135. 
Ver. 27. Vocd no more, since Cambriii'* fatal day,] Mr. Wike- 
lieh] quotes, u an aiulogoiu eipreiuoB, Che " auiitu fidibuE 
queKDs" of Horace ; and for further lenaiks upon the void, the 
reader may' consult Hualiii|;fdid'i Apology lor hii Monostio- 
phies, p. 31. 

Ver. 28. To high-boin Hoel's haip, or soft LleweSya's lay.} 
" Hoel," observes Mr. Mitford, " is called higk-bora, is being 
^e ion of Owen Gwyaedd, j^nce of North Walea." Se« 
Jones's Relici, vol. ii. p> 36, Etmu's Spedmetu, p. 36. and 
Souihey'a Madoc, vol. ii. p, 162. Uewellyn'i poetiy, we aie 
told, was charafterized by bis couDtiymea as a nifl lay, and the 
Baid is hinuelf styled Iht lendtr-ktarttd prince. 

Dr. Evuu mentions Cad\DaU» and Urien among tlum Banls 
of whom no works remain : see his " Diaiertatio de Baidit," p. 
78. 

Mr. Mitford sapposes that Modred was changed by our 
Author, euphoniB gratia, from Myrddiu ab MoiviTn, called 
Bfeilin the Wild. There is a Poem of his called Ihe " Oicbatd," 
in Jones's Jtelics, vtA. i, p. 34. Ha fought under King Arthur 
in 542, at the battle of Camltui, and accidenlallj alew his owu 
nephew. 

Ver. 30. That huh'd the slonny main.] 

" Uttering such dulcet apd harmonious breath, 
That the rode lea grew civil ai her song." 

Mids. Night's Dream. — WjtiiniiB. 
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Brave Uttea Bleeps upon Ha cng^ bed : 

MooDtAuu, ;e noani is rain 
Modred, whose Bogic Btmg 
Made hage FlinlimiiuMi bcnr bis cloud-t^tt head. 
Ob dreary Arvon's shete they lie, 3 

Smear'd with gore, and ghastly pale : 

Par, iar tUoaf th' alighted ravens sail; 
The &mieh'd eagle screams, and passes by. 
Dear lost companions of my tunefiil art. 

Dear, as the light that virits these sad eyes, 4 



Ver. M. Cloud- topt head.] 

"Thecloud-capttowea." Shakipeue. — WiisntLD. 

Ver. as. On dreary Attod's ihon tbej' lie.] Hie Aant of 
CaernamnhiFC Dj^iente to tiie ble of Anglnty. — Gtar. 

Ver. 37. Far, fat iloof Ih' affrighted rlir«is tail.] Lucas 
preienti oa with a ■imilai 



' Pererrat 



Corpora cnBomni, tuondii pnierta n^atia. 
ContinDe fbgere lupi, fiigere rerulait 



And Locretina: 

" Hnltaqae koDu e«m '"'■■""*■ j*«eretrt eatpora anpn 
CoTpmibna, tamen alitnom genu tAipt fisranm 
Ant pTscal abiiii^at." vi. 1213.— WAiEnELii. 

Ver. 38. The famiah'd e^le icieaiiu, and pasiea b)r.] Csin. 
den and otlwni observe, Aat eagles nsed ammidly to boOd their 
aerie Hraong the rocks of SsBwdan, which Erem thesce (asaome 
think) were nained bj the Welch Cnugian-erjrie, or the CiagS 
of the Ea^. At this day (I am told) the bighcat poiat of 
Snewdon ii called the Eagle's Nest, "not bird is certdnly m 
stronger to tbia island, as the Scots, and tbe peo[de of Cmnber- 
land, Westmoreland, &c. can tcsti^ : it even has bnllt its imt 
in tbe pesk orDeriiyifaiie. [Sec Willonglibj'g Omithol. pnb- 
Uriied by Say.— Gair. 
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5S gbat'b 

i>etir, tu the ruddy drops that warm my heart. 
Ye died amidst yonr dying conntry's orie^^ 

No more I weep. They do not aleep< , 
On yonder cliffs, a griesly band, 

I see them sit ; they linger yet, 4& 

Avengers of their oatire land : 

With me in dreadful harmony they join. 

And weave with bloody hands the tissue of thy line." 

11. I. 

" Weave the warp, and weave the woof. 
The winding-sheet of Edward's race. 50 

Vcr. 40. DeiT, aa the light that visiu these (ul eya. 

Dear, as the rndd; drops that nrum my heart.] 
" Ai deu to me as ue the ruddy drnpi. 
That iiiiil my tad hiart." 

Shakspeare's Jul. Cms. act ii.tc. 2.— Gbai. 
— — " O tnct magii diUcia, sorori." 

Vii^. JEa. iv. 31.— WiiBncLD. 
" S«iir«r than eyeiighl." King Leai, act i. ic 2. 

Ver. 42. Ye died amidst your dying countiy'a criei.] 

" And greatly raUiug with a hlling atate." Pope. 

" And could not fall but with thy amlttry^^faU." 

Dtyden^-WAuniui, 
. Vei. 43. No mora I weep. They do not sleep.] Here, saja 
the anonymcus critic, a viuon of triumphant revenge is judi- 
ciously made to ensue, aiW the piithetic litmenlalian which 
precedes it. Breaks — double rhymes — an appropriated ca> 
dence — and an exalted ferocity of language forcibly picture to ■ 
us the uncontrollable tumultuous workings of the prophet's sti* 
mulated bosom, — Mison. _ , 

Ver. 4a. And weave with bloody hands tbe tissue of thy line.] 
See the NorwegiBD Ode that foUowe.— Gasv. 

Ver. 49. Weave the warp, and weave the woof.] Can there 
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POEM9. 63 

Give ample nxnii, and verge enough 
The characters of hell to trace. 
Mark the fear, and mark the niglit. 
When -Severn shall re-echo with affright 
The shrieks of death, throu^ Berklej'« roof that 
ring, 55 

Shrieks of an agonizing King ! 



be ui imiige maie just, a^xMite, and Dsbly imagined lhB.a tlus 
tremendoui tragical wiadiog-theet 7 la the rest of tbis gtuua 
the vildneu of thought, eipieuioD, and cadence, are admirably 
adapted to the cbaiacter and situitton of the speaker, and of 
the bloody ipeclm, hii assistanta. It ia not indeed peculiar to 
h alone, but a beauty that runs thnmghout the wholr compod- 
tioB, that the histciical eventa are briefl; akelched out by a few 
striking cireomatances, in which the Foel'a office of ratheT ex- 
citing and dil«ctin|:;, than aatiifying the reader'a imagination, is 
perfectly obserred. Such abtupt hinta, resembiing the severiil 
fragmenta of a vast ruin, auiler not the mind to be raised to the 
ntJnoat pitch by one image of honor, bat that instautaneoualy a 
(econd and a third are presented to it, and the affection ia aCiU 
nnifaimly aupported. — Anon. Critic. 

Ver. 61. Giie ample room, and verge enough.] 
" I have a aoul that like an ample ahield 
Can take in all, and tvr^a tnougk for more." 

Dryden'a SebasL act i. ac. 1. 
Vei. 65. The ahrieka of death, through Berkley'a roof that 
rii^.] Edward the Second, crueily butchered in Berkley 
Caatfe.— Gbat. 

Mr. Mitfbrd quote* the following lines from Drayton's Baiona' 
Wara, v. 67. 

" Berkley, whose fair, seat hath been famous long. 

Let Ihy aad tch/tt ihrah a deadly loand 
To the vast air ; complain hia grievous wrong. 
And keep the blood that issued from his wound." 



^■ihvGooj^le. 



54 srat'b 

8he-wdf of Fnmee, WTth nnrelentii^ &t^f 
Tliat tear'sC the bowek of tby mangled mate. 

From thee be born, who o'er ihj cotintiy hoaj^ 
The scotii^ of heav'B .' What terron ronnd him 
wait! 60 

Ver. 57. She-wolf of France, with uanluUisg fangi.J lukd 
of Fitmce, Edward the Second'i adulterous Queen.— Ghav. 

Mr. Mitloid hat here taken uaneceaMi; paiin to ibew that 
lupa in lAtiD meuia a btd woman ; bat siiielj doI bad in the 
■due in which the c«ne»paiidiiig word k mcd la the ihov* 
Ubc. Far tboogh it ij true that the Qiw^n ii BpAtm of in the 
asM u an adultereaa, jet in the text, as well ta in Shaliipeare's 
Henry VI. pt. iii. the '* Ae-moif of Franci" is only spoken of in 
comiectkn with ideatlesi cruelty. 

Ver. 89. From thee he bom, who o'er thy country hangs.] 
TVinniiAs of Edward the Third in France.— Gur. 

Ver. 60. What terroH ronnd Wm wait! 

Amazement in hia van, with Flight combined.] 
nil knagerf ii ftnm Virgil : 

" Ciicumque atm foimifinii ors, 

Ineqne, inaidi»qire, Dei comitBtus, aguntar." 

Xa. Iii. 33S. 
The or^iinal idea is In HosMr, Ii. I. 740.— Bat Shakipetue 
ii alill more picturesque and natural : 

i " At his heels 

Leosbt in, like IwoB^, should FamiDe, Sword, and Fire, 
Cronch for employmenla." 

Henry Vth. Proline.— WiiEmui. 
Mr. MitfonI quotes two tines firem Oldham's Ode on Homer, 

'" Where'er he docs his dreadful standaid bear. 
Horror iitalks in the van, and aiaughler in the rear." 
And if the reader have an appetite fto parallel qnotatioos, the 
following, from Chnrclrill, may not be lost upon him : 
" Froze January, leader of the year, 
Uinced pies in the yaa, and calTes''head9 in the rear." 
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Amuement in his van, with Flight OMnbin'd, 
And Sorrow's faded form, and solitade behind.'*^ 

II. a. 

" Mi^ty victor, mighty lord. 
Low on his funeral couch he lies ! 

No pitying heart, no eye, afford 65 

A tear to grace his obsequies. 

Is the sable wairior fled !> 
Thy son is gone. He rests aoung the dead. 
The swann, that in thy noon-tide beam were born f 
Chme to salnte the rising morn. 70 



Ver, 64. Low an lua funeral couch he lies.j Death of that 
King, abanifoned by his childrea, and even robbed in his last 
moments bj his conrtiera and hra mistress.— Gray. 
' Ver. 65. No pitying heart, no eye, afford.] This is elliptical : 
" Is there no pilying heirll Wiit no eye afford"— If this be 
bat admitted, the poet is guilty of ■ great impropriety in ip- 
plying a Uar literally to the eye, and figuratively to the heart, 
in the same sentence : which, however, by the Comma al eye, 

The same Torm of eipresaon occurs in tlie InstallaCton Ode : 
"Thy liberalieort, thy judging WW, 
The flower unheeded shall ilaery." 
Ver. 67. Is the sable warrior fled.J Edward, the Black 
Frioce, dead some time before his father. — Ohav. 

Ver. 69. The swarm, thai in thy noon-tide beam were born.] 
The summer friend!, in the Hymn to Adversity. 

This image is ineipressibly beautiful, but not superior to llial 
which it so happily and unaffectedly introduces. — Waiefield. 

" Around thee call 

llie gilded iwarm, that wantons in the maiklne 

Of thy full favour." Agrippiaa. 
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Fur laughs the mom, and soft the zephyr blom> 
While proudly riding o'er the azure realm 

In gallant trim the gilded vessel goes ; 

Youth on the prow, and Pleasure at the helm ; 



The rollowing lines, though they coat! 
10 that in the text, yei more ullnel; reaemble tkoM io the Ode 
to Spring: 

" And what will then become of all 
Those whom now you seivauts call ! 
like swallows, when theii suBimer's done. 
Hiey'll fly, and aeeic some warmer buti." 

T. Carew'a Poems, 
Ver. 71. Fair laughs the morn, and soft the lephyr blows.] 
Hagnificence of Richard the Second's reign. — See FroJssard, 
'and other contemporary writecs.— Gsav. 

It is always entertaining, and wmetimes useful, to be in- 
formed how a writer frequently improves on his original thoughts; 
on this account I have occa^naUy set down the few variatioDB 
nhich Mr. Gray made iu bis lyrical compositions. The six 
lines before us convey, perhaps, the most beautiful piece of 
imagery in the whole Ode, and were a wonderful imprarement 
on those which he first wrote ; which, though they would ap- 
pear fine in an inferior poet, aie infinitely below those which 
■upplanted them. I find them in one of his corrected manu- 
scripts as follow : 

" Mirrors of Sairon truth and loyalty, 

Vonr helpicis old eipiring master view ! 

They hear not : scarce Religion dares supply 

Her muttered requiems, and her holy dew. 

Yet thou, proud boy, fiom Pomfret's walls shall send 

A sigh, and envy oft thy happy gtandure's end." 

For similar imagery the reader may refer to Milton's Samson 
Agonistes, 710. to Shakspeare's Merchant of Venice, act ii, 
sc. 6. and Spenser's Vision of Petrarch, ii. 
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VOBUB. 57 

Regardless of tlie sweeping Whirlwind's sway, ^5 
That, huah'd m grim repose, expects his evening 
prey." 



" Fill high the sparkling bowl. 
The ridi repast prepare) 



Ver. 75. Begaidless of the sweeping whitlwiod'a sway.] See 
the Fragment on Education aad Governmeat : 

" And when the Deluge burst with netepy iicay." 

Ver. 76. That, hushed in grim repose, eipects hii evening; 
picy.] Thia represealation of the iDUifwiiuI, under the image 
of a btaii of prey lying in omlnuft in the daif-iime, eipectant Of 
the night, ii not only perfectly just uid natural, but iacom- 
parably sublime. — WiiEFiELn. 

Ver. 77. nil high the sparkling bowl.] Eiehard Ihe Second 
(as we are told by Archbishop Scroop and the confederate lords 
in their manifesto, b; Thomas of Walsingbani, and all the older 
writers) was starved to death. The atory of his assassiaation, 
by Sir Piers of Eion, Is of much later date— Gray. 

This stania (as an ingenious friend remarks) hta exceeding 
merit. Il breathes in a lesser compass, what the Ode brealhet 
at large, the high spirit of Ijrric enthusiasm. The transitions att 
sudden and impetuous ; the language full of fire and toice ; and 
the imagery carried, without impropriety, to the most daring 
height. Thu manner of Richard's death by fiimine exhibits 
such beauties of personification, as only the ridiest and most 
vivid imagination could supply. From thence we ue bunied, 
with the wildest rapidity, into the midst of battle'; and th« 
epithet kindrtd places at once before our eyes all the peculiar 
horrora of civil war. Immediately, by a Iraosition most striking 
and unexpected, the poet falls into a tender and pathetic ad- 
dress; which, from the sentiments, and also from the numbers, 
has all the melaDCholy flow, and breathes all the plaintive soft- 
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Reft oi a crown, he yet may share the feast : 
CloM by the regal dudr flO 

Fell Thirst and Famine scowl 

A baleful smile upon their baffled guest. 
Heard ye the din of battle bray, 

Lauce to lance, aod hone to hOrse t 

Long years of havoc urge titeir destiiied course,. 85 
And through the kindred squadrons mow their way> 

^^.'L^^i 

nesB, oT Elegj. Apiin tbeacenc chsngee; tgaia IbcBudriia 
into an allegorical dMcriplion v( nroage, to which the metre is 
■dnuiabl; ul^led : and the Ceaehiding Knteoce of peiMnal 
puDuhment on Edmtrd a desounced with « ii'lenuiitj, Ihit 
chilla and terii£eB, — Mmon. 

The giBiilaritjf of thii pusagt to the followbg lines of Viigil, 
2Ea, Ti. 603. could not escape the Mithor of " Specintus of 
Xiterarj ReaembltDces." 

; " Lucent genialibiw altia 

Auiea fslcra totie. efial^iu ante nm pnrslit 
Rtg^rotuiu: FuTiamm maxiBiajuita 
Accubat, et manibiu piobibet ceotii^re mensu, 
EiHirgitque facem alEoUens, atque intonat ore," 
Ver. 83. A baleful amile upoD theic baffled gneat.] What cas 
exCMd Uie terrible sublimity of Ibii picture 1 and what ii at all 
worth; to be put ia co^wtitiou with it, except thai of Milton, 
which our aulbor leem* ts have had in view t 

" He ceased, for both seemed h^Uy pleaied ; and Death 

Ctian'd honible, a ghattly tmiU." Far. Loat, ii. 84& 

la Newton's edition (he reader may see, thai HJoert Statius, 

CawUy, Arioclo, and I^aso, have a similar beautj. Dot e^ual lo 

thiiofMihon— WAKsriaLD. 

Vei. S3. Heard j e the din of buttle bray.] Ruinooi wan af 
York ud Lascaater. — Grat. 
Ver. S6. Kindred aquadrons.J 

" C^uataique acies." Lucan. i. 4. — Waiifuld. 
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¥e towers of Julius, London's kstii^ duune. 
With many a fsol and midni^tt muidei fed. 

Revere his consim's faith, his father's fame. 
And spare the meek uanrper's holy head ! 
Above, below, the rose of snow. 

Twined with ha Unking foe, w« spread: 
The bristled Boar in iniant g«we 

Wallows beneath the thomy shade. 



Ver. 87. Ye towen of Julius, London's luting shame.] 
Hem; the Sixth, George Duke of CTarence, Edward t6e Fifth, 
Kichard Dnke of York, Sec. beKeved to be munfered secretly in 
the Tofret at London. The oldest part oT tfaal sttvctore is ral- 
gsrly attributed to Julius Ciesar. — Gbay. 

Ver. 89. il«fere liis consort's faith.] Margaret of Anjou, a 
woman of heroic spirit, ivho struggled hard to save her husband 
and her crawc—Gaiv. 

His (atbec's fame.} Henry the fifth.— Gray. 

Ver. 90. And spue the meek (utuper's holy head.] Henry 
the 8Iith, ver; near being canonized, llie line of Lancaster 
had no right of -inheritance to the crown. — Ghat. 

Ver. 91 . Above, belov, the rose of snovr.] The white and 
led rosea, derices of York snd Lancaster. — GsAy. 

Ver. 93. The hdslled Boar in infant gore.] The ulnr boar 
was the badge of Richard the Third ; whence he was dsoiUj 
known in his own time by the name of tA« bnar. — Grat. 

The crest, or beaiing of a warrior waa aflen tised aa s " noia 
de guene," Thus Richard the Thjrd acquired his wcU-known 
epithet—" the Boaj of York." Bee notes lo Scott's L«y of the 
Last Minstrel, p. 300. 

Mr. Mitfbrd, who cites the above note in this place, quotes 
also the following lines from the Mirror for Hagiitrates : 
" At Sionie Stratford being npon ray way. 
The blqodie twre my uncle that did aime." 

Sec page 740. . 
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Now, brotheni, bending o'er th' accursed loom, 95 
Stamp we our vengeance deep, and ratify his doom." 

III. 1. 

" £ldward, lo! to sudden fiite 
(Weave we the woof. The thread is spun.) 

Half of thy heart we consecrate. 
(The web is wove- The work is ditne.) 100 

Stay, oh stay I nor thus forlorn 
Leave me unbless'd, unpitied, here to mourn : 
In yon bright track, that fires the we8tei*n skies. 
They melt, they vanish from my eyes. 
But oh I what solemn scenes on Snowdon's height 

Descending glow, their glittering skirts unroll? 106 
Visions of glory, spare my aching sight. 

Ye unborn agca, crowd not on my soul ! 
No more our long-lost Arthur we bewail. 
All hsil, ye genuine Kings! Britannia's issue, hail!" 



Ver. 99. Half of Ihy heart we consecrate.] Eleanor of Cas- 
tile died a few yeara after Ihe conquest of Wales. The beroic 
proof she gaie of her affectioa for her lord is well koown. The 
monuments of his regret and sorrow for the loss of her, are itill 
to be seen at Northampton, Gaddtngtoo, Waltham, and other 
places. — GaiY. 

Ver. 103. Leave nte unbless'd, unpilied, here to moum.J 
" Leave yout despairing Caradoc to mourn." 

See Letter xnvi. Seel. 3. 

Ver. 109. No more our long-lost Arthur »e bewail.] It was 
the common belief of the Welsh nation, that King Arthur was 
still alive Id Furyland, and ahonld return again lo reigo over 
Britau. — Gr»v. 



III. 2. 

"Girt with many a baron bol^ HI 

Sublime their starry fronts they rear ; 

And gorgeous dames, and statesmen ohi 
In bearded majesty, appear. 

In the midst a form divine ! 115 

Her eye proclaims her of the Brittm-line ; 
Her liun-port, her awe-commanding face. 
Attempered sweet to virgin f^tice. 

" Sic BiiUmom ridenda fides, et ciedulus eirar, 
ArlaTUra eipectal, eipectabitique pereniie." 
Iscanui, De Bell. Troj. lib. iii. 466. dittd by Mc. Mitfocd. 
v«HMTiON~.Vera. 109, 110. 
" Fram Cambm's thouBaud hilla a thoustuiiil strains 
Triumphaattell aloud, ajiotheiJriAuT reigns." — as.- — Masok.' 
Ver. 110. Allhul, ye gtouine Kings ! BriUnida'i issue, hail.] 
Both Merlin and Taliciun hod propheued, that the Wdsli 
should regain their sovereignty over this island ; which leeoMd 
to be sccomplished in the house of Tudor. — Gbay. 
vAHiiTioN.— Vem. Ill, 112. 
" Youthful knights and barons bold, 
With dazzling helm, and hoiTent speai." Ms. — Misdn, 
Ver. 113. And gorgeoui dames, and suteamen old.] Wilh 
equal oc evea greater dignity in his Ode on ibe Installatiod : 
" High potentates, and dameiof royal birth, 
And mitred fathers in long order go." 

" Unde omnea tongu ordiiK p<J8»it 

AdyersoB legere, et venientum discere vulnui." 

^n. vi. 754.— WnEHiux, 
Ver. 114. la bearded majesty, appear.] An anoDymoDS 
critic has observed an inconnitency in thia epithet : — aiace the 
Bard, whose beafd is compared la a meteor, would not be likely 
to discover much that wai majeatic in tbe ahort curled be«tdaof 
Elizabeth's daya.— See Seiectiona from Gent. Mag. vol. ii. 237. 
Ver. 117. Her lion-purl, her awe-commanding face.] Speed, 
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What strings Bymphoniatu tremble in the air. 
What strains of weal truuport rmud ber.i^y ! 

Heaf from the grave, great Talieasiii, hear ! 181 
They breatke a aeul to aniowte tky daj. 

Bright Rapture calls, and soaring, aa ate nogi, ' 

Waves in the eye of heaven her maay-coloiired wings." 

HI. 3. 
" The verse ad«m again 1^ 

Fierce war, and faithful love, 

lelatiag an audiuce giiea bj Qneca Eliiabetli to Paul Dua- 
liiuki, anbasudaT of PaUiul, ty, " And Ast ihe, bon-Iike 
riling, daunted tbe malapcit orator no lea witli her stately port 
and majestieal deporton, t^an villi the lutnenc of her princelie 
<ltecbM." — Gray . 

" Tell me, have je aeeae her attgMtcfatt, 

like Phoebe fayre 1 
Her heavenly haTeoui, her fratetiy gract. 

Can you wellootnparat 
The redAt rmt medted with dw vMtf yfere, 
la either oheeke depeinetea iiMfjr etttn: 
Her mxlen <•(>, 
' Her tnaje«tie, 

Wlere have yon Beens the like but there !" 

Speucr's Aphl. — Vi txifiv-n, 

Vei. 121. Hear Aomthe g:rave, great Talieisin, bear.} Ta- 

lieinD, chief of the Barda, floaiiihed ia Ite sixth ceatary. His 

worU an Kill presKved, and hia B«mn; it faeU in high venet*.' 



Ver. 133. Bright Raptare calU, and soarii^, w >he uoga.] Ur. 
MitKnd qnotea from Congreve'a Od« ts Lord Godolphio : 

" Andtoars wilh rapRire while ■befilngs." SUUBvi. 
Vw. 136. Fierce war, aod futblul love.] 
" Fierce wars and faithful lovea ihall moraKie my smg." 
SpeD«er*» Proeme to die Faerie Qaeeue.-— Ga*v. 
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^d truth seme, by &iry fiction drest. 

In buskin'd measures move 
Pale grief, and pleasing pain, 
Witli horror, tji-ant of the ttux^bing breast". 130 

A voice, as of tlie cliemb-choir. 
Gales from blooming Eden bear"; 
And distant warblings lessen mi my ear. 

That lost in long futurity e^ire. 134 

Fond impious man, think'st thou yon sanguine cloud. 

Raised by thy breath, has quench'd the orb of day? 

* SfAapran. 

Var. 133.ABdduUiilwaibliDgs1eswneiin;eur.] Thetuc- 
cenian of poets ifler Miltsu'i time. — Grat. 

" Till, by degraa, reiDote and imiJl, 
Tfae sniu decay 
And melt amy, 
la a dyisg djing f>)l." 

Pope'r Cecilia. — WAizriBLD. 
Ver. 136.- " Yonaai^niae daud.] Hehua 

■tai bolder Ggme in the Fatal Suten ; 

" HoiTDr coren all the he^th : 
Ctoudt ofcamaga bint tkeaun^" 
So FSnilaT — ^oyaa rt^av — a elmd of daaghler : Nem. ix. 
add mKfum npit — a cloud afvar. Nem. ii. 

TUi ccmdoot of the allegorical cmnpariuD of the San is 
«Kctl; after Kndai'i manner, aad ii mach more animated and 
in the ipirit of lyric poetry, than a fbcmnl introdactibii of the- 
limile. — WjkisnEi.D. . 

An expreuion wmewhat ntailai occnre in ThomBon's AuMma : 

— : " Tire un^KeflBad 

Rolls a broad daughter o'er the pluni of heaven." 
Me. Hitlard thiidLi the pasaafe to be taken from Vida: 
Vide Hymn. D. Andtes. ApoM. v. 99. 1, i. p. 33S. 



^■i hv Google 



64 okay's 

To-morrow he repairs the golden flood, 
And warms the nations with redonUed ray. 

Bnough_fcir me: :!rith joy I see 

< Thediderent doom our fates assign. 140 

Be thine despair, and sceptred care ; 
To triumph, and to die, are mine." 

He spoke, and headlong from the mountain's height 

peep in the roaring tide be plunged to endless night ^. 



' The oiigiaal argumeat of this capital Ode, as its authoihad 
>et it down in not of the pagee of bia common-place book, ii as 
Ibllows ; " The army of Edward I. ai they march throagh a 
d<«p valley, are suddenly slopped by Che appearance of a re- 
qerable figure seated on the summit of an ioacceiaible rock, 
who, with a voice more tbon buman, repnacbei the king with 
all the misery and desolatiou which he had brought on his 
country ; faretelli the misfortunea of the Nonnsu race, aod with 
prophetic spirit declarea, that all hia cruelty ^all never eilin- 
guiah the noble Brdour of poetic geiuus in this island; and that 
men shall never be wanting to celebrate trae virtue and valour 
ip immortal atrains, to eipose vice and iafamoua pleasure, and 
b.ldly censuie tyianny aad oppression. His song ended, he 
piecipitales himself from the mountain, and is swallowed up by 
Ihe river thai rolls at its foot." 

" Fine as the conclusiou of this Ode is at present, I thiidt it 
would have been aiJI finer, if he could have executed It accord- 
ing to this plan i but, unhappily for hi) purpose, inatances of 
Engli^ poets were wanting, ^leikser bad that encluinting flow 
of verse which was peoiliarly calculated to ctl^/ralt virfv* and 
valour; but he chose to celebrate them, not literally, but in 
allegory. Shakqieare, who had talents for every thing, was 
uiHloubtedly capable of ejposng vict and ii^ammit ptsoiurs { and 
the druna wiis a proper vehicle for hia satire : hut we do not 
Wer find that he professedly made this his object; nay, we 
know that, iit one inimitable character, he has so contrived ai Ui 
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make vicca of the wont kind, nich u coiranlict, dninUnness, 
dUtuuKBt/, tmd lewdaeix, not only langhable, but atmoat 
amiable ; for wiih all theM sids on ha head, who can help likiog 
Falstaff? Miltim, of all our great poete, was the only one who 
haldlii ctniuTtd Itfraimif and oppreuiim; but he cha>e to deliver 
this censure, not in poetry, but in proae- Dryden was a mere 
court parasite to the most infamous of all courts. Pope, with 
all his laudable detestation of corruption and bribery, was a 
Torj ; and AddisoD, though a Whig, and a fine writer, waa nn- 
IncUly not enough irf.a poet for his purpose. On these conai- 
deratioaaMr. Gray was necessitated to change his plan bnaards 
the coneluBion : hence we perceive, that in the lastepode ha 
praises Spenser only far his alUgary, Shalapeare /iw hitjuiwen 
cf mating thi ptuiotu, and MillOQ yiir hit epic tictlltnct. I re- 
member the Ode lay unfinished by him for a year or two on 
this very account ; lad I hardly believe that it vcoulil ever have 
bad his last hand, but for the larcumstance of his bearing Parry 
play on the Welsh harp at a concert at Cambridge, (see Letter 
xtn. sect, iv.) which he often declared inspired him with the 
conclusion. 

" Mr. Smith, the musical composer and worthy pupil of Mr. 
Handel, bad once an idea of setting Ibis Ode. aad of having it 
performed by ivay of seienata or oratorio. A common friend 
of bis and Mr. Gray's interested himself mnch in this des^n, 
and drew out a clear an^ysis of the Ode, that Mr. Smith mi^t 
more perfectly understand the poet's meaning. He conversed 
alio with Mr. Gray on the subject, who gave him an idea for 
the overture, and marked also some passages in the Ode, in 
order to ascertain which should be recitative, which air, what 
kind of air, and how accompanied. This design was, how.ever, 
not executed ; and therefore I shall only (in order to give the 
reader a taste of Mr. Gray's musical feeUngs) insert in this 
^Bce what his sentimenls were concerning tiie overture. ' It 
thonld be so contrived as to be a proper introduction to (be 
Ode ; it might consist of two movements, the first descriptive of 
the horror and confusion of battle, the last a march grave and 
majestic, but expressing the exultation and insolent tecutity of 
. This movement should be composed entirely of wind 
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iulTumenti, except the kettle-dnim, heard at intetiaU. The 
da capo of it must be Buddeolj broke in upon, and put to lilence 
by the cluig of the harp ia a tumultuous rapid movement, 
joined nith the voice, all at once, and not ushered in by any 
eymphonj. The hannony may be slreDgthened by any other 
stringed instnunenl ; but the harp Ebould every where prevail, 
■nd form the continued ranuag accompauimcBt, aubBiitting it^ 
self to nothing but the voice.' 

" I canBot quit ttui and the preceding Ode, without saying a 
word or two eonceming the obscurity which his been imputed 
to tbem, and the preference which, in consequence, has been 
given to his Qegy. It seems as if the persons, who hold this 
opioioB, suppose that every speciesof poetry ought to be equally 
dear and intell^ible : than which positian nothing can be niore 
repugnant to the several specific natures of composition, and to 
tbe practice of ancient art. Not to take Hndai and his Odes 
ka an example, (though what 1 am here defendmg were written 
professedly in imitatioD of him,) I would ask, are all the writings 
of Horace, his Epistles, Satires, and Odes, equally persptcuoos t 
Among hb Odes, separately conudered, are there not remark- 
able di^rences of this very kind > Is the spirit and meanii^ of 
that which begins, ' Descende coelo, et die, age, tibiiL,' Ode iv. 
lib. 3, so readily comprehended as ' Pemeos odi, puer, ^parB> 
tui,' Ode xxxviii. lib. 1. And is the latter a finer piece of 
lyrical composition on that account 1 Ts ' Int^er viln, sceleris- 
que pufufi,' Ode xxii. lib. I, superior to ' Pindarum qnisqnia 
stndet Kmulari,' Ode ii. lib. 4 ; because it may be understood 
at the first reading, and the latter not without much study and 
reflection^ Now between these Odes, thus compared, tUere is 
surely equal difference in point of per^icuity, as between ^e 
Progress of Poesy, and the Prospect of Eton College; the Ode- 
on the ^ring, and the Bard. ' But,' say these objectors, ■ the 
end of poetry is universally to please. Obscurity, by taking off 
from our pleasure, destroys that end.' I will grant, that if the 
obscurity be great, constant, and insnrmounlable, this is cer- 
tainly true i but if it be only (oand Ln particular passages, prO' 
ceedii^ from the nature of the subject and the very genius of 
the composition, it does not rob us of our pleasure, but super? 
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adds a new ime, vhich arisn from conquering a difficulty ) and 
the pleasure which accrue! train a difficult paisage, when well 
uaderatood, provided the passage itself be a fine one, is slwajs 
mixt pernMnent than that which we discover at the Ent ^ance. 
The Lyric Muse, like other fine ladies, requires to be courted, 
aad retains her admirers the longer for not having yielded too 
readily to Uieir solicitationa. This arguiBenl, ending as it does 
in a sort of nmile, will, I am persuaded, not only have its tone 
with the intelligent readers, (the SYMETOt,) but also with 
the men of fashion: as to critics <rf a lower class, it may be suffi- 
rient to tRUHcribe, for their imprpvement, an unEniibed remark, 
or rather maxim, which 1 found amongst our author's papers i 
and which he probably wrote on occaaoo of the common pre- 
ference given to his Elegy. ' The GiRtI dt a mpa r ai nm (as 
Bmyere styles it) is the only taste of ordinary minds, lliey do 
not know the Bpeci£c excellence either of an author or a com- 
posilion : for iostaoce, they do not know that TibuUus spoke 
the languid of nature and love ; tbat Uonce saw the nuulies 
and follies of mankind with the most penetratiDg eye, and 
touched tbem to the quid ; tbat Vii^il ennobled even the moat 
tommoD images by the graces of a glowing, melodious, and 
well-adapled expresuoui bat they do know that Virgil was a 
better poet than Horace ; and that Horace's Epistles do not ran 
so well as llie Elsies of TibulloB.'" — Uasoh. 
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vn. 

ODE FOR MUSIC. 

'(iRBKOULAR.) 
I. 

" Hbnce, avauiit, ('tis holy ground,) " 
Comus, and bis midnight crew. 

And Ignorance with looks profound. 
And dreaming Sloth of pallid hue. 



» This Ode was performed in the Senate-Iiouae al Cambridge, 
Jul; 1, 1769, at the Inslailation of His Grace Augustus Heaij 
Fitzroy, Duie of Grafton, Chaccellar of the University. 

Ver. 1. Hence, avauni, ('tis holy gtouod.)] This eiordiura 
•wakens and animates (he attention, and forms a very pleasing 
contrast with the majestic tranquillity of the next stama: in 
which respects it resembles the opening of the Baid. — Waii- 

The author, however, in hia hurry, seems to have fallen into 
an error in connecting the abrupt eiclamations of the first lina 
with DOUDS in the third person. Not so Milton : 

" Hence, vain deluding joys." 
Or ShaLspeare : 

" Conscience avaunt." 
V«r. 9. ComuS, and his midnight crew .3 

" Meanwhile welcome joy, and feast, 
Midnighi shoui, and revelry, 
Tipsy dance, and jollity." 

Comus, 101.— WaiEnELD. 
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Mad Sedition's cry profane, 5 

Servitude that tugs her chain. 

Nor in these consecrated bowers 

Let painted Flattery hide her serpent-train in 

DoweTB. 
Nor Envy base, not creeping Oain^ 
Dare the Muse's walk to stain, 10. 

While bright^eyed Science watches round : 
Hence, away, 'tis holy ground !" 

II. 

From yonder realms of empyrean day 

Bursts on my ear th' indignant lay : 
There sit the sainted sage, the bard divine, 15 

The few, whom genius gace to shine 
Through every unbtan age, and iindiscover'd clime. 

Rapt in celestial transport they ; 

Ver, 7. Nor in tbese coDsecratedboweri.J 

" Near to her close aad cimtecraled twm-." 

Mids. Night's Dttin. 
Vtt. 11. While bright-eyed Science watches round.] 

" Bright-eyed fancy." Progress of Poesj. 

Ver. 16. There sit the sainted sage, the bard divine.] This 
assemblage of the great omaments of lii-tue and of gtniai is x 
magnificent exhibition, and happily suited to the place of that 
solemnity, which gave birth to this Ode. The rhymes — divine 
— Aiat — and elimt — are nol sufficiently distinct to stand without 
offence so near together : and clime is at much too great a dis- 
tance from the correlative termination* — tMime — rijme— at the 
end of the stanza, to aosner the eipectation of the eac. And 
this objection affects tno other staniai of Ihis Ode. — Waik- , 



^■i hv Google 



Yet hither oft a glance -ftma hi^ 

The}' Bend of tender aympathy 30 

To bless the place, where on their opening wml 

Pint the gennine ardour stole. 
Twas Miltwi stmck the deep<ton'd shell. 
And, as the choral warblings ronnd him nv^. 
Meek Newton's self bends from his state mblime, 35 
And nods his hoar^ head, and listens to ^e rhyme. 

III. 

" Ye brown o'er-arching grores. 
That contemplation loves. 



Vei. 17, 16. Through ereiy unborn age, und nnducorered 

IU{it in celestial truuport the;.} 
ThcK two lines are ctrtunly lOmorhat obKHre, and Mr. 
Wakefield it not mach moie perspicuous id bis attempt to ex- 
plain them. Hie meauiag will p«rhapB be best caught &om the 
ibUooing paiallel qootatioD : 

" Nalioni wnbffm joui mightj name shall sound. 
And worldi applaud that matt nut i^M bt found." 

Pope's I^sa; on Ciilicisai, IS3. 
Ver. 36. And nods hii hoaiy head, and lutea* to the ihjme.] 
" E'en mitred Kocbester would nod Ihi lued," 

Pope's FroL lo Sttt. 143.--'WAuriiui, 

Ver. 27. Ye brown o'er-aichii^ groTes.] This statua beii^ 

sapposed to be sung bj Millon, is very jodidoudy written in 

the metre which he Sied upon for the stuua of bis Christmas 

Hjmn. — Mason . 

It is, howeier, remarked by Mr. Wakefield, that the last Una 
bat one of Gray's Sonnet is longer by two syllablu than the cor- 
re^Mmdiiig vene in his original. 

" O'er-aiching groves." 
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Where willowy Caams Ui^ers with delist! 

Oft at the blush ctf dawn 30 

I trod your level lawn. 
Oft woo'd the gleam of Cynthia diver-bright 
In cloisters dim, far from the hausts of Folly, 
With Freedom by my side, and soft-eyed Melan- 
choly." 

IV. 

But hark! the portals sound, and pacing fwth 35 
With solemn steps and slow. 

The scenery U improved, we will mpptae. Bnce Hilton's 



Ver. 30. Oft at tbe blush oT dawn.] Mr. Wakefield tncea 
Ihioughout this itaBza aa evident reference to Uiltoo'i U Pen- 

" To archtd walks of twilight ^asa, 
And shidimi ta-inm, thuSflvan Ima, 
Swaet bird, that ghun'st the noise oCfoUg, 
Man musical, most melancholy I 
lliee chauntress oft the woods among 
I WW to hear thy even-song ; 
And misiii^ thee, I walk uoseea 
On the dry imootb-ihavta gmn. 
To behdd the waiHleting moon, 
mdii% near her highest noDo. 

But let my due (eet never fdl 
To walk the studious eleytteri pale." 
Ver. 35. But huk! the portals sound, and pacing forth.] 
The viai<mary procesuon of the worthies and benebctora of the 
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High potentates, and dames of rojral birth, 
And mitred fathers in long order go : 
Great Edward, with the lilies on his brow 

From haughty Gallia torn, 40 

And sad Chatillon, on her bridal morn 
That wept her bleeding Love, and princely Clare, 
And Anjou'B heroine, and the paler roee. 
The rival of her crown and of her woes. 



Univemly, which U here exhibited with so much solemnity, ii 
eitremely ipteresting, and a noble effort of our poet's imagiiw- 
lion.— Waiifield. 

Ver. 36. With Eolemu steps Bod slow.] 

'* With wandering ii«pi and ^au." 

niiltoD, Pai. iMt, xii. 648. 

Vei. 39. Great Edward, with the lilies on his brow.] Ed- 
ward the lliird, who added the flenr de Ijs of France to the 
arms of England. He bunded Trinil; College. — Mabon. 

Ver. 41. And sad Chatillon, on her bridal mora.] Mar; de 
Valenlia, Countess of Pembroke, daughter of Guy de Cbatillou, 
Comte de St. Paul b France : of whom tradilion says, thai her 
husband, Audemar de Valentia, Earl of Femhioke, was slain at 
a tournament on the daj of bis cspUals- She was the foundress 
of Pembroke College or Hall, under Che name of Aula Maris 
de Valentia. — Masow. 

Ver. 42. That wept her bleeding Loie, end princely Cbre.J 
Elizabeth de Burg, Countess of Clare, was wife of John de 
Burg, son and heir of the Earl of Ulster, and daughter of Gil- 
bert declare, Earl of Gloucester, by Joan of Acres, daughter of 
Edward the First. Hence the Poet gives her the epithet of 
" princely." She founded Clare Hall. — Mason. 

Ver. 43. And Anjou's heroine ] Margaret of Anjou, 

wife of Henry the Sinth, foundress of Queen's Coll^. The 
poet has celebrated her conjugal Hdelity in the foimer Ode; 
VI. epode 2, line 13.— Mason, 
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And either Henry there. 

The murdered saint, and the nuije«tic lord, 

That broke the bonds of Rome. 

(Their teara, their little triumphs o'er, 

Their humaii passiDns now no more. 

Save Charity, that glows beyond the tomb.) 
All that on Granta's fruitful plain 
Rich streams of r^al bounty poured. 

And had these awful fanes and turrets rise. 

To hail their Fitzroy's festal morning come ; 
And thus they speak in soft accord 
The liquid language of the skies : 



" What is grandeur, what is power? 
Heavier toil, superior pain. 
What the bright reward we gain? 
The grateful memory of the good. 60 

Sweet is the breath of yernal shower. 
The bee's collected treasures sweet, 

\tT. 43. Paler row.] Eliiabeth Widville, wife of 

I'Mwant Ihe f ouith. (hence called the paler rose, as being of the 
House of York.) She added tn the foundatioii of Msigaret of 
A njou . — MisoN . 

\ei. 50. Saie Chanty, diat glows beyond the tomb.] ■' Cha- 
rity never feilelb."— St. Paul, 1 Cor. »iii. 8,— Waibfibld. 
Ver. 56. The liquid lai^uage of the skies.J 

" Cui liqaidiPt pater 

Veeen." Hoa. Lib. i. Od. iiiv. 3.— Wakefield. 
Ver. 61. Sweet is the breath of lernal shower.] , 
" Sicttt i( thi breath i>f mo: a, liei rising sweet." 

Millon, Par. lost, i».WI. 
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Sweet miuic'a tnelting foil, but sweeter yet 
The still small voice of gratitude." 

VI. 
Foremoet and leaning fnon her golden cloud 65 

The vendible Margaret see! 
" Welcome, my noble son, (she ccies aloud,) 
To this, thy kindred train, and me : 
Pleased in thy lineaments we trace 
A Tndw'a fire, a Beaufort'a grace. 70 

Thy liberal heart, thy judging eye. 
The flower unheeded shall descry, 

" Oim yap iirvof, 

Ovr' lap tfaTiivf yXut^NnTEpui', avn fiAurvaic 
AyOia, hcoov tiuv lurmntK fAai. Thei>c. Id. 0. v. 33. 
Ver. 64. The Mill imdl voice of gratitude.] " Atttr the fire, 
a Hiilmall twin," 1 Kings xii. Vi. We find the lame eipres- 
■knis iigiia in a rejeclad atann of the Eleg; : 

" Haik how the sacred calm that biealhes around 

Bids every fierce turnultaous passioD cease ; 
IntliU mall accenU whispeiiag from the ground, 
A grateful earnest of eternal peace. Wikefikld. 
Ttie following sayiag, ascribed to Mr. Chute, occnrs in One of 
the Letters of onr Author. See Sect. iv. Letter iiiii. " The 
iltU mali vinee of Poetry was not made to be heard in a crowd." 
Ver. 66, The venerable Ma^aret see.] Countess of Rich- 
mond and Derby; the mother of Henry the Seventh, fbondress 
of 8t. John's and Christ's Colleges.— Ms bdn. 

Ver. 70. A Tudor's fire, a BtauM's grace.] The Coonless 
was a Beaufort, and married to a Tudor : hence the application 
of this line to the Duke of Grafira, who elaiou descent from 
both these faniltei. — Msboh. 

Ver. 71. Thy liberal heart, thy judging eye.] Id these six 
verses, which are not mote conimendable fix beauty of thought 
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And bid it round heaven's altaia AeA 

The fragrance of its Uashing bead : 

Shall raise fr«»n earth the latent gem 76 

To fitter Ml the diadem. ' 

VII. 

" Lo ! Oranta waits to lead her bloomii^ bond) 

Not obvious, not obtnuive, she 
No vulgar praise, no venal incense ilii^ ; 
Nor dares, with conrtlf tmigue refined, 80 

Pro&ne tby inborn lojralty oi mind : 

She reveres herself and thee. 
With modest pride to grace thy yonthfhl brow. 
The laureate wreathj that Cecil wore, she brings, 

than nmplicity of language, our Author poiats oat, with infiajle 
sddrea, the ciicunutanees of his own cue. — Waiefield. 

IleTe is a peculiarity of eipression in thia line, of which a 
rinilar imtaEkce hai been already noticed in the Baj^ ; tiote lo 
line 64. 

Vet. 72. The Bowei imbeeded shall deiciy.] We find, aa Mi. 
Mitford obaerves, the Sower and the gem again in the Elegy. 
Ver. 76. Nnl obvioua, not obtruaiie, >he.] 

" Not otniotH, nor obtruiive, but retired." 

Pai. Lost, Tiii. 504v— Waebfielo. 
Ver. 83. ^e reverea heneir and thee.] 

" navruf li fiakuST oioxUHo aainini." 

Pythag. Golden TeiKs. — Waiifikld. 
Ver. tiS. With modest pride to grace thy youUiful braw.] 
" Yielded with coy submiuioo, modal pridi." 

Pur. Lost, iv. 310.— Waibtield. 
Ver. 84. The laureate wreath, thai Cecil wore, she brings.] 
Lord Treasuier Burleigh was Chanceller of tha Univetai^ in 
the reign of Qneeu Hitabelh. — Misok. 
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And to thy just, thy gentle band, 85 

Submits tbe Fasces of her sivBy, 

While spirits blest above, and men below 

Join with glad voice the loud symphonious Uy." 

VIII. 
" Through the wild waves as they roar. 

With watchful eye and dauntless mien, M 

Thy steady course of honour keep. 
Nor fear the rocks, nor seek the shore : 

The star of Brunswick smiles serene. 
And gilds the horrors of the deep." 

Ver, 85. And to tfay just, thj geaUe hand.] Mr. WakeGsU 
compares this with Horace,—" leoibus impetiis ;" and Miltop'i 
*' gentle away ;" but Mr. Micford diieovera a yet clowr lesem- 
bUnce to Dryden. Threnod. August, 284 ; 

' ' And with a witling hand restores 
Thtfaiea of the roain." 
Vei. 92. Nor fear ibe rocks, nor seek the shore.} 'llie itf 
follom JQBl below, or the poet would have written: 

Not fear the dap, noc seek the abore — 
which had been more accurate ; for so his original : 
" Rectius vives, licini, neque altum 
Semper urgueodo. Deque, dum procellas 
.CaututJiMTeici»,Di]munipreniendo 
littus iniqunm." Hor. Lib. ii. Od. x. 1. — WiaiiiaLH. 

This Ode, to which, on the title, I have given the epithet of 
irngviar, is the only one of the kind which Mr. Gray e>ei 
wrote ; and its being written occasionally, and (or music, is a 
sufficient apology for the defect. Exclusive of this, (for a defect 
it ceitainly is,) il appears to me, in p<Mnt of lyrical arrangement 
and expression, to be equal to most of his other Odes. It is re- 
mukable that, anjongst the many irregular Odes which have 
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been written in our oitd language, Drydea'a and Pope'a, on St. 
CedlU't D*;, aie the only ones that may properly be laid to 
bare IJTed. The reason is, (as it is hbied in a note on Letter 
III. Sect. 4. of the Memoiis,) that this mode of composition is 
■0 extremely easy, that is gives the writer an opening to every 
kind of poetical licentiousness : nherES^ the regularly repeated 
stanza, and still more the regular lucceision of strophe, anti- 
strophe, and epode, put so strong a curb on the wayward ima- 
gination, thai when she has once paced in it. she seldom choosei 
to submit to it a second time. It is therefore greatly to be 
wished, in order to stifle in their birth a quautily of compoai- 
tiotis, which ore at the same time wild and jejune, that regular 
Odes and these only, should be deemed legitimate amongst ni. 

llie Cambridge edition (published at the expenceof the Uni. 
Teraity) is here followed ; but I have added al the bodom of 
the page a number of explanatory notes, which this Ode seemed 
to want still more than that which preceded it ; especially when 
given, not to the University only, but the public in genera], 
who may be reasonably supposed to know little of the particular 
founders of different Colleges and their history here alluded to. 
Fur the salie of unifonnlly in the page, I have divided the Ode 
into stanzas, and discai-ded the iDusical divisions of recitative, 
lir. and chorus; but'sball here insert them in order, according as 
the different stanzas were set by Dr. Randal, Professor of Muuc. 

Stania I. The lint eight liDes"air," the four last " chonu." 

Stanza 3. " Recitative" throughout, but accompanied al 
the uith line. 

Stania 3. " Air." 

Slants 4. " Recitative" throughoul. the last nine lines ae- 

Stanza H. " Aii Quartetto." The musical reader vnll easily 
see and admire how well this stania is suited 
to that species of music . 

Sunza 6. First six lines'- recitative;" the rest of the stania, 
beginning at " thy liberal heart," " air," 

Stania T. " Recitative" throughout. 

Slania B. " Grand chorus," and well suited for that purpose. 
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ODE VIII. 

THE FATAL SISTERS. 



To be found in th« Orctdes oT ThonnoduB Tnbeiis ; Hafnis , 
1697. folio ; and also in Baitholmua, p. 617. lib. iii. c. 1. 4(0. 



ViU er »i7Hl/yrir vatfaUi, &C, 
In the eleventh century Siguard, Earl of the Ortne)' islands, 
went with a fleet of ships and a considerable body oF troops 
into Ireland, to the assistance of Sktryg icirt lie Htken heard, 
nho was then loating war on his father-in-law Brian, king at 
Dublin: the earl and all his lorces were cut to pieces, and 
Sictryg was in danger of a total defeat ; but the eoemy had 
a greater loss by the death of Brian their king, who fell in 
the action. On Christmaa-day', (the day of the battle,) a 
native of Caithness, in Scotland, of the name of Danud, saw 
at a distance a number of persons on horseback, riding (iill 
speed towards a hill, and seemit^ to enter into it. Curiod^ 
led hiiD to follow them, till looking throngh an opening in the 
rocks, he saw twelre gigantic Agures resembling women : 

■ The people of the Orkney islands w«re Christians, yel did 
not become M till after A. D. 966, probably it happened in 
99G; but though Ihey and the other Gothic nations no longer 
worshipped their old divinities, jet they nerer doubted of their 
eiistence, or forgot their ancient mythology, as appean from 
Ibe hiilary ofOlaiis Tryggueaon.— Gbav. 
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POB1I8. 7^ 

they were all employed about * loom ; and as they wore, 
they umg the fnllowing dreadful Mng ; whick when they had 
finiihed, they tore the web ioto twelve pieces, and (each 
liking her poitiaa) galloped six to the north, and as many to 
the south. These were the Valkyriiu, femde divioities, 
servants of Odin, (oi Woden,) in the Gothic mylholt^. 
Their name signifies ChuuTi of the jloin. They weie mounted 
on swift horses, with drawn swords in their hands; and in 
the throng of battle selected sach as were destined to slftugh- 
ter, and conducted them to Valhalla, the hall of Odin, ot 
paradise of the brave ; where they attended the banquet, and 
served the departed heroes with horns of rnead and ale. 



Now the storm begins to lower, 
(Haste, the loom of hell prepare,) 

Iron sleet of arrowy shower 
Hurtles in the darkened air. 

Glittering lances are the loom. 
Where the dnsk^ warp we strain. 



Ver. I. Now the stotra begins to lower.J The design Mr. 
Gray had in publishing this and the succeeding poems, is stated 
m a letter to Mr. Walpole -. see Sect. iv. Letter 80. 

Mr. Wakefield disdains to comment upon them, as being 
tranJtttions; lliis before os, however, is by no means a liter^ 
one, and has been esteemed inferior to those which follow. 
Ver. 3. Iron sleet of arrowy shower.] 
" How quick they wheeled ; and, flying, behind them shot 
Sharp itett of arrouiy ihmcer." 

Milton's Par. Reg. iiL 324.— Gii*v. 
Ver. 4. Hurtles in the darkened air.] 

" The noise of battle fcuMled in tft< oir." 

ShakipMfe's Jul. C«i.--<jbat. 
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Wearing many a soldier's doom, 
Orkney's woe, and Randver's bane. 

See the griesly texture grow ! 

('Tia of human entrails made,) 
And the weights, that play below, 

Each a gasping warrior's bead. 



Shafts for shuttles, dipt in gore. 
Shoot the trembling cords along. 

Sword, that once a monarch bore, 15 

Keep the tissue close and strong. 

Mista, black terrific maid, 

Sangrida, and Hilda, see. 
Join the wayward work to aid : 

'Tia the woof of victory. 20 

Ere the ruddy sun be set. 
Pikes must shiver, javelins sing. 

Blade with clattering buckler meet. 
Hauberk crash, and helmet ring. 

(Weave the crimson web of war) 25 

Let us go, and let us fly. 
Where our friends the conflict share. 

Where they triumph, where they die. 

V«r. 17. MisU, black terrific niB,id.] This name does not 
occur in the original, but we havt instead, beside those in tbe 
not line, Hiorllirimula andSnipula. The name Geira, in line 
33, is, in iheoriginal, Gnnna. 
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POKMS 81 

As tlie paths of fate we Wead, 

Wading through th' ensanguined field, 30 
Oondula, and Geira, spread 

O'er the youthiiil king your shield. 

We the reins to slaughter give. 
Outs to kill, and ours to spore: 

Spite of danger he shall live. 35 

(Weave the crimson web of war.) 

They, whom once the desert-beach 

Pent within its bleak domain. 
Soon their ample away shall stretch 

O'er the plenty of the plain. 40 

Low the dauntless Earl is laid. 
Gored with many a gaping wound: 

Fate demands a nobler head ; 
Soon a king shall bite the ground. 

Long his loss shall Eirin weep, 45 

Ne'er again his likeness see ; 
Long her strains in sorrow steep. 

Strains of immortality ! 

Horror covers all the heath. 

Clouds of carnage blot the sun. 50 

Sisters, weave the web of death ; 

Sisters, cease ; the work is done. 

/ 
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Hail the task, and hail the hands ! 

Scmgs of joy and triiunj^ ung! 
Joy to the rictorioDs bands ; 55 

Triomph to th« yonngei king. 

Mortal, thou that hear'st the tale, 

Learn the tenor of our song. 
Scotland,' through each windii^ vale 

Far and wide the notes prolmig. €0 

Sisters, hence with spurs of speed : 
Each her thundering falchion wield ; 

Each bestride her sahle steed. 
HUI17, hurry to the field ! 



The occEuioD of Mr. Gmy's writing (hr il ma,; be RLtber 
called so thaa versitying this and the three foUowiiig Odes, 
however cJcnely he has done them) is given in his life, pre- 
fixed to this Tolume, aaJ his reason for GiM publishing them 
in the eightieth letler of the fourth seclioD. Their best 
ctmment, since it is the best illustratiDa of thur excelleDcy, 
will be to insert here the Latin verwom of the ortgimkla from 
whence thej were taken j as it is probable that many readers, 
who have hitherto admired thom as compoiitioDS, have oot com- 
pared them with those literal leisions for want of having the 
books (which are not common oaea) at hand. 

EiOccadibuaThonDodiTorfei, Htfmis, 1607. 
Lkte difranditsr 
Ante stiagem futuiam 
Sagittarum nubea : 
DepluLt aangais : 
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Hubro Bubtegmine 
Kaodveri moitig. 

Tetitur biec tela 
Intestioia huniaiiia, 
Staminiqne itrieU ^i^nlur 
Capita humana, 
Sunt Baognine rorats 
HaatBE pro imdKbui, 
Teitoiia iostrnvietita fcrrea, 
Ac sagiltv pro ladiis: 
DensabiniDa 'gladii* 
Hanc victorin lelMn. 

Prodennt ad teiEOdum HiUtt. 
Et Hioithrimula, 
Sangrida, et Swlpula ; 
Cum striclis f ladiis ; 
HaMile fraDg«lur, 
Sctitam diffiDctelnr, 
Eniisque 
CIjpvo illidetur. 

T^amui, leiamus 
TelamDairadu! 
Himc (|;IadiiDn) rei juTenis 
tVius pouidcbat. 
Pnideaiani, 
Et cohortes iDtremus, 
ITbi nogtri amici 
Annis dimicaDt ! 
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Teiamiu, teiamus 
TelamDinadi*; 
Etiegi deinde 
Deiode Kdluereunui ! 
Ibi lidebanl 
Sanguiae ror&ta icuta 
GuDD* el Gondula, 
Quas regem tatabftntur. 

Teiunui, teumiia 
TelunDBiradil 
Ubi umB coDcreptnt 
Bellariain nrarnm. 
Nan liiuunai eum 
ViU priiui : 
Habent Valkjii* 
Cadis poteitatem. 

nit popnli tenas r^ent, 
Qui dewrUi promontiHia 
Antci incolebuni, 
Dico potenti itgi 
Mortem immioeie. 
Junufriuiioccnbuit comes 

EtHibernis 
Doloi acddet. 
Qui nonquam 
Apud viioi delebitur. 
Jam tela texta est. 
Canpiu vero (sangiuM) loi 



rprtU it, as though Damuliir were the 
ntmt ot the peraon who saw this viuoD ; but in rMlitjr it vgni- 
fies a nifl^ rf tptari, from ifaur hasta, and raJjr ordo. — Oa4T. 
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Nunc boirendanl est 
Circomiiuceie, 
Com sanguines Dobei 
Per aera volitet : 
■nnjeturaer 
Sanguine virormnj 
Antequam vBticinia nost 



Victoiia carmina mulu : 
Bene sit Dobia caiwDlibus. 
Diac«t aui«Di iUc, 
Qui autcultat, 
Bellica caimina mulla, 
£t viiis referat. 

Eqtutenuu in «quia, 
QuoDiuD effciimim glattios Etriclos 
£i hoc loco. 
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ODE IX. 
THE VEGTAM'8 KIVITHAj 



THE DESCENT OF ODIN. 



rhe original u to be bund in Smantul'i Edd», and in Baitbo- 
liniu, De Ctnaa coatemnsnda Mortia ; II(fnue, 1689, qnuto. 



Uprtit Odiim aUda gautr, &c. 



Up rose the kii^ of men with speed. 
And saddled atrait his coal-black steed ; 



Ver. 1. Up TMe the king of men with q)eed.} The originil 
of tlua Ode does not open thus abruptly, but intimluces the 
story here reUted by lome prefaloi; lines, which are truisliled 
by Mr. Herbert in his Select Iceland Poetiy, where the reader 
may God further infOTmation illustrative of the original text. 

Wheo the anxiety of Odin wu excited by an intimation that 
his son should be ilaia, all the godi were interested to avert the 
catastrophe ; hot they could not themselves determine how fir 
their mcKsuies to prevent it would be successful. In this im- 
certaint; the king of men rises up frooi the assembly of divini- 
ties, resolved himself to ascertain the event from ihe enreit aa- 
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tOSMB. 

Down the yawning steep he rode. 
That leads to Hela'a drear Kbode. 
Him the dog of darkneaa spied ; 
His shaggy throat he open'd wide. 
While from his jaws, with carnage fill'd. 
Foam and htuaan gore distill'd : 
Hoarse he bays with hideous din, 
£yes that glow, and &BgB that grin ; 
And long pursues, with ihutless yell. 
The father of the powerful spell. 



Ver. 4. That Icadi to HeU'i drear sbod«.} Kifihcimr, Ibe 
bell of the Gothic nalituu, coDsisted of nine worlds, lo which 
weie deroted all sach aa died of uckness, old age, or by »nj 
other meajia then Id battle : ovei it preaided Hela, the goddei* 
of death.— Mabon. 

Htla, in the £dda, U deKiibed with a dieadful countenance, 
uid hei body half fleah-coloiu and half blue . — Gba v. 

Ver. 6. Him the dog of duknesa spied.] The Edda givea 
this dog the name of Managaimti ; he fed upon the Uvea o£ 
these that were to die. 

There is a description v«ry mmilat to this in Sackville'a (Lord 
BacUuTSt) Induction to the Miiror for Magistrates: 
" We passed on with step and pace uameel, 
A lumbling m^se confuted with howl and bark 
or dogs, shook all the groimd under our feet. 
And struck the din within our ean so deep. 
As half dislraught unto the ground I fell, 
Besonght return, and not to niit hell. 

We had not loi^ forth past, but that we saw 
Black Ceibenis, the hideous honnd of hell. 
With bristles reared, and with a 
FomUnning th' air with his horrible y«U." 
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Onward still his way he takes, 

(The groaning earth beneath him shakes,) 

Till fiill before his fearless eyes 15 

The portals nine of hell arise. 

Right against the eastern gate. 
By the moss-grown pile he sate ; 
Where long of yore to sleep waa laid 
The dust of the prophetic maid. 20 

Facing to the northern clime. 
Thrice he traced the Runic rhyme; 
Thrice pronounced, in accents dread. 
The thrilling verse that wakes the dead ; 
Till from out the hollow ground 25 

Slowly breathed a sullen sound. 

FROPHBTKBS. 

What call unknown, what charms presume . 
To break the quiet of the tomb f 
Who thus afflicts my troubled sprite. 
And drags me irom the realms of night i* 30 

Long on these mouldering bones have beat 
The winter's snow, the summer's heat. 
The drenching dews, and driving rain! 
Let me, let me sleep again. 

Ver. 24. Tbe tliiilling verse thai wnkea the dead.] The 
oiiginaJ nord a vallgaldr ; fnMD viUr mortuus, aod gaidr incftn-. 
tatio.— Gray. 

TkrilHng ii iiiirely In thU place a peculiarly fine epithet. 

Ver. 34, Let me, let me sleep again.] An anonjiuout critic 



^■i hv Google 



Wbo u he, with rince unhlestj 35 

That calls me frofn the bed of rest^ 

ODIN. 

A traveller, to thee unknown. 
Is he that calls, a warrior's son. 
"nion the deeds of light shalt know ; 
Tell me what is done below, 40 

For whom yon glittering board is spread, 
Drest for whom yon golden bed? 

PBOPHETBBS. 

Mantling in the goblet see 
The pore beverage of the bee: 
O'er it hangs the shield of gold ; 45 

'Tis the drink of Balder bold: 
Baldar's head to death is given. 
Pun can reach the sons of heaven ! 
Unwilling I my lipa nncloBe: 
Leave me, leave me to repose. 50 

(■«eQiuuterl;Reiie<i,*ol.ix.) hai cited the foUowing pouage 
from Lncan, Fban. vi. 320 : 

" Sic poatqnam fataperegit. 

St&[ vnltn nuxitiu tacito, mertenufae npeuit." 
\a. 40. TeU me wluit u done below.] Odin we find, both 
from Ibis Ode and the Edda, nas solicitoiu about the file o! hii 
lOA Balder, who had dreamed he was soon to die. The Edda 
mentioiu the DuimeT of his death, when killed b? Odio'i other 
ion Hoder ; and alw that Hoder wai himaelf slaia afterwudi by 
Voli the ion of Odin and Kinda, coniooaat with thii propheiy. 
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ODIN. 

Once again my call obey. 
Prophetess, arise, and say. 
What dangers Odin's child awuit, 
Wh» the author of his fote? 



Ver. 50. Leaie me, leaie me to repose.] " Q<ud, oio, me 
poit LetliBa. pocnli, jam Stygiis pnluddnu imutaotcm ad duk- 
mentarue viUe ledudcis official Deiine Jim, precor, daiiu, ae 
mi in mtam quitttm ptrmitte." Apuku Memor. ii. 40. The 
ajioDjmous critic ebove mentioned, who aljK> quotes this passage, 
observes, that " the whole story, if compared with this Ode> 
will exhihil a strong resemblance between Ibe Thenalian and 
Norwegian incanlationa." 

Ver. 51, Once again my call obey, 

Prophetess, arise, and say,] 

Women were looked upon by the Gothic naticos as baring a 
peculiai iu»ght into futurity ; and some theie weie that made 
profession of magic arts and divination. These travelled round 
the country, and were received in every house with great re- 
qted and honour. Such e woman hore Uie name of Volva 
£cidkona, or ^akooa. The dress of Hiorbiocga, one of these 
prophetesses, is described at lajge in Eirik's Bauda Sogu, (apod 
Bartholin, lib. i. cap. iv. p. 6BB.) She bad on a blue vest, 
spangled all over with stones, a necklace of glass beads, and a 
cap made of the skin of a black lamb lined with white cat-akin. 
She leaned on a staff adoroed witb biau, with a round head set 
with tlonea, and waa girt with an Hunlaodiih belt, at which 
hung hei pouch full of magical instruments. Her bnskins were 
of roufh calf-ikin, bound on with thongs studded with knobs of 
tnass, and her gloves of white cat-skin, the fur turned inwards," 
&c. They were also called futtyn^, or Finl-kmmig, i.e. 
Mnlti-icia: and ritindoiwiu, i.e. Oraculonua Mulier, Vvnir j 
i, e, Pai<c«. — Gk4v, 
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In Hoder's hand the hero's doom; 
His brother aends him to the tomb. 
Now my weary lip« I close: 
Leave me, leave me to repose. 



Prophetess, my spell obey. 
Once again arise, and say, fi 

Who th' avenger of hie guilt, 
By whom shall Hoder's blood be spilt? 

PROPHBTKSB. 

In the caverns of the west. 
By Odin's fierce embrace comprest, 
A wonderous boy shall Rinda bear, ( 

Who ne'er shall comb his raven-hair. 
Nor wash his visage in the stream. 
Nor see the son's departing beam. 
Till he on Hoder's cto'se shall smile 
Flaming on the funeral pile. ' 

Now my weary Hps I close : 
Leave me, leave me to repose- 

Yet awhile my call obey; 
Prophetess, awake, and say. 
What virgins these, in speechless woe. 
That bend to earth their solemn brow, 

Ver. 78. What virgins there, in apeeohless woe.] Tbe«e w 
probably the Nomii or Farcie, just now mentioDed ; their sac 
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That their flaxen trcBses tear. 
And snowy reila that float in air f 
Tell me whence their sorrows rose : 
Then I leave thee to repose. 

PROrBBTBBB. 

Ha! no traveller art thou. 
King of men, I know thee now ; 
Mightiest of a mighty line— — 



No hoding maid of skill divine 
Art thon, nor prophetess of good ; 
Bnt mother of the giant brood! 



wen Urda, Veiduidi, and Skulda ; (hey were ths dispenien of 
good destinies. Ai iheir natnea signiff time past, present, and 
future, it is probable thej were alwaji invi^ble to mortals : 
thereioit, when Odin asks this quesdon on seeing them, he be- 
trays himself to be a goA ; which elucidates the next speech of 
the prophetess. — Masoh, 

Ver. 86. But mother of the giant brood,] In the Latin, 
" Hater tiiam gigantum." He means, therefore, probablj, 
Aogerbode, who, from her name, seem* to be " no prophetess 
of good," and who bore to Lok, as the Edda sa^, tbi«e chil- 
dren ; the VloU Feoris, the great Serpent of Midgard, and Hela, 
all of tbem called giants in that wild but cunous system of my- 
thology ; with which, if the reader wishes 10 be acquainted, be 
had better consult the translation of M. Mallet's Introduction 
to the History of Denmark, than the original itself, ai some mis- 
takes of consequence are corrected by the translator. The book 
is entitled, ■< Northern Aatiqiutica." Printed for Gainan, 1770, 

2 vols. 8irO.— M*SON, 
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PROPHETESS. 

Hie thee hence, and boast at home. 
That aevfn shall inquirer come 
To break my iron-sleep again; 
Till Lok has burst his ten-fold chain ; 
Never, till anbetantial night 
Has re-assum'd her ancient right ; 
Till wrapt in flames, in ruin hurl'd. 
Sinks the fiibric of the world. 



Vei. 90. TiU Lok has burst ha leu-fold chain.] Lok U tbe 
eiil being, who coatinues in chaiai till the Hoiilght of thi god 
appraaclies, when he shall break his bands; the human race, 
the Stan, and siui. shall disappear ; the earth dak in ibe seas, 
and fire consume the skies : even Odin himself, and bis kindred 
deities, shall perish. — Grav. 



The Vegtam's Kivilha, from Baitholinus, lib. ii 



Et Sleipnerum '' 
Ephippio stiavit. 
Equitabat deonun 



Huic Muguiae aipersa ei 

Rictus, moibendi avidus. 
Ex maiillaruni iofima : 
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Allatnbatllte, 
Et lictum didoiil 
MaguBpatii, 
Et diu Istrabat. 

EqntUvit Odiniu 
(Terra subtiu ireinoit) 
DoDEc ad altum vaniret 
Hel» h&biuculnin. 
Tam eqoUavit Odiiiut 
Ad orientale oMii latnt, 
Ubi Tatidics 

Sapieuti cannins 
Mortiios eiciiaatia oecinii, 
Boream insp«iil, 
litens (tumulo) imposuil. 
Sermones proferra ciepil, 
RespoDBa poposcit, 
Donee iovita surgerel, 



Fatidici. Quiuiani t 
Mihi ignoCorum 
ftfihi facere praiumit 
TriMem animaml 

Nimbo asperaa, 
Fluvilkque nirata: 
Mortua diu jaeui. 



BellalOTis GUus Bum. 

Enaira mihi, quie apud Helam geruotuc 

Ego tibi qus in mundo, 

Cuinam sedes aura itrats sunt, 

Lecli pulchri, 

Aoro oraati ^ 
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F. Hie Baldero medo 

Punia potHS, 
ScDto BUperinJGCto: 
XMviiia lerA sobolei 
Doloce BSdetur. 
Iiitita hsc diii, 
Junque lilebo. 

O. Noli, Fittidict, taeere. 
T« interrogare Tob). 
Dotwc omnia novero. 
Adhnc Kiie toId, 
Qniiuun Baldero 
Necem iofcret, 
Ac Odini filium 
VilAprivabitl 

F, Hodua eiceloim feil 
Hoooratum ftatrein illSo. 
Is Bftldero 
Necem inferet, 
Et Odiiu filium 
Viti privabit. 
Invita hvc diii, 
Jamque laccbo. 

0. Noli tacere, Fatidica, 
Adhuc te ioUmgare volo, 
Donee tnnnia novero. 
Adbuc scire volo, 
Quisnam Hoda 
Odium rependet, 
Aut Baldeii inleifectortm 
Occidetido rogo.adniRl1 
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Hie Odini fiUu>, 

Unam noctem naliu, annis uletur ; 

Manom hod lavsbit. 

Nee c^ut pectet, 

Antequam lOgo impooet 

Balderi immicum. 

Invita luec dixi, 

Jamque lacebo. 

0. Noli tacere, Fatidica, 
Adbuc te inlerrogaTe volo. 
QiuBiiam uDt riTgiaes, 
Quee pra cngitatiuiibua Iftchrymantur, 
Etinccelumjaciunt . 
Cervicum peplal 
Hoc aulum mihi dicas, 
Nam piius qdd donnies. 

F. Non tu liatoi es, 
Ut antea credidi i 
Sed pDtiui Odinus, 

' Vinram guminiu. 

O. Tu DOQ ea Fatidica, 
Nee s^riena f<emiua, 
Sed potieBB trium 

F. Equita domum, Odioe, 
Ac in his gloriare : 
Nemo tali mods veoiet 
Ad sciscitandum, 
Usque dum Lokus 
ViocDlii Bolvatui. 
El Deonim ciepusculum 
Di»alTeiit«s aderint. 
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THE TRIUMPHS OF OWBN'. 
A FRAGMENT. 



Owkn's praise dwnaods tny aang, 

Owen swift, and Owen strong ; 

Fairest flower of Roderic's stem, 

Gwyneth's ^ ahield, and Britain's g«n. 

He nw heaps his Iwooded stores, B 

Nor on all profusely pours ; 

Lord of every regal art. 

Libera) hand, and open heart. 

Big with hosts of mighty name. 
Squadrons three against him came ; lO 

This the force of Eirin hiding, 
%de hy side as proudly tiding. 



■ FnmMr.ETiira'gSpeciiiwiuorthe WeUi Pocby; Lottdoa, 
17S4, quBito. pp. 3d, ind 137. Owen ncceeded hii tUhm 
GiiflB in the pnmdpaiit; of North Walo, A. D. 1 ISO. This 
bank «u fbngU near tbrtj jtui aftaiVudi. 

» Noidi Wsks. 
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On her shadow long and gay 
Lochlin ' ploughs the watery way ; 
There the Norman sails afar. 
Catch the winds, and join the war: 
Black and huge along they sweep. 
Burdens of the angry deep. 
I 

Dauntless on his native sands 
The dragon-son of Mona stands ; 
In glittering arms and glory drest. 
High he rears his ruby crest. 
There the thundering strokes b^;in. 
There the press, and there the din ; 
Talymalira's rocky shore 
Echoing to the battle's roar. 



" Deomftrk. 

Ver. 30. The dragon-son of Mona stands.] The red dragon 
is the device of Cadwallader, which all his dsscendanto bote on 
their batineis, — Mason. 

Mooa. is here put far the isle of Ai^lesea, to which the cmn. 
bined Heels of Iceland, Denmark, and Norway, directed their 
invasion on the lerriLory of Prince Owen Gwynedd. A put of 
the assailing force was landed ^m the fleet in the frith of 
Menai ; and a kind of miied engagement ensued, some fighdog 
from the shore, others from ships. Dr. Evans accounts for the 
great slaughter, b; supposing that the battle took place at low 
water, so that they could not sail. " This," he adds, " will 
doubtless remind many of the spirited account, deliTered by the 
nbblest historiao of ancient Greece, of a similar conflict on the 
shore of Pylus, betircen the AtlieoiB.ns aod Spartans, under tin 
gallant Brasidas." Thucyd. Bel. Felop. lib. iv. cap. 12. 
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CSieck'ii by the tortent-tide^of blood, 
Back%Fard Meinai rolls his flood ; 
While, heaped his master's feet, around. 
Prostrate wsrritHrs gnaw the grooitd. 
Where his glowing eye-balls torn. 
Thousand banners round him bum : 
Where he points his purple spear, 
Hasty,„liasty Rout is there, 
Mlarking with indignant eye 
Fear to stop, and shame to Rj. 
TliCTe. Confiision, Terror's child, 
Coaflict fierce, and Ruin wild. 
Agony, that pantA for breath. 
Despair and honourable Death. 



Ver. 27. Chcck'd by the torrent-tide o[ blood.] Tbu aai tbe 
Ibree following line« are not in the former editions, bat are now 
added from tbe lutbor'i MS3.— Habon. 

Mr, Gray entitles tbis Ode, ia his own edilioa, a FRAoxitiT ; 
but from the prose version of Mr. Evans, wbich I shall here 
insert, it will appear that nothing is omitted, except a ungle 
hyperbole at the end, which I print in italics. 



Panegyric opon Owen Gwynedd, Prince o£ North Wales, by 

Gwalchmai, theson of Melir, in the year 1137'. 

I will extol the generous hero, descended from the race of 

Roderic, the balwark of big coimtry ; a prince emioent for hii 

See Evam's Specimen of Welsh Poetry, p. 26, and for the 
origiaa] Welsh, p. 137. 
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good quaUtict, Ibc gtory at BHuId, Omn te bran «M expert 
jD uini, > priocc tbftt iwidicrhciuitelh sen cttreteth lidie*. . 

Time iecto orriied, tcucIi of themuoi three pcnrerful fleets 
of tbe fint rate, fiiriotuly to attaclt him on Ae sudden : one &om 
Swtxidoa' i &t Mher Tall of weD-uined lot^ftataa^, maUng 
> gtani ■ppearance On die floodi ; the diiift froin die trtntomine 
Nonouu, which wu attended with as immente, thoa^ inc- 
eeiile*s, tail. 

Hie Dragon of MtMia'i niiE Wa> lo brave in action, that there 
wM a great tumult on (heir fbrioai attack ; and before the 
prince himself there wta vast emfanon, haToc, euifitct, honour ' 
able death, blood; battle, horrible cmutemBtiDn, and opou Tal 
Maine a thmuand bannerg ; there was an ontrageoui carnage, 
and the rage of qieara and hast; ugns of Tiolent indignatiim. 
Blood raised the tide of the Menu, and Uie criiiBOB of human 
gore stained the brine. Tlure were glittering cutraMss, and the 
agony of gashing wouoda, aikd the mangled wamora prostrate 
before the chief, diitinguiahed b; his crimson lance. Uot^a 
wM put into cDofuvon \ the contest and confiuioi) waa great i 
and th^ g^^^Hf ^ '^^ princess rndt-^aoAXvAg aatrd sAdEf b€ ftU' 
brated in dn hundred langvaga to givs him hit m^rittd praiie. 



' Danes and Norwegians. 
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THE DEATH OF HOEJ'. 

Had I IwA ^4 tomi^'B Ifjflbt 
With beadlqqg rage wd WtU w^igl^t 

To nub, and sweep them from the world ! 

Too, top secure in youth^ prfde, 
B}r ^t»i»f V^ &ira^ ^y Hp4 di^j 
Omt Oian's <oa : of Hadoeald 
He a^'d no heaps of hoarded golA ; 
Alone in na^ur^'s wealtb ^rnty^ 
He wbeii «oA i»i tlte lovely mwd. 

To Cattraetii's vale iii glittering row 
Twice tVO hpjjdred vapW" goj 



• Of AnciuiA, HjM tbe H(Hvv«ti of the BM>- He flou- 
riibedabou[thetuoe(ifT*li4W^A.P>&70- Tbi* Odt » u- 
(racted from tbs Qododw. (wa Vf- £v«u'* Stmnncni, p> 71 
and 73,) and now fint published. — Mam>n. 

Ver. 11. To CatUaath's vale in glittering row.] The Baida 
of thoK day* aid not claim the privilege of Archilachna or Ho- 
race : tbe? C(nil4 ^ht as well ai ling. Thu* the Gododin of 
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Every warrior's manly neck 
Gbaina of r^al bonour deck. 
Wreathed in many a golden link ; 
Frtysa tbe golden cnp they drink 
Nectar, that the bees prodnce. 
Or the gr&pe's ecstatic juice. - - 

Flnshed vith mirth and hope they bnm : 
But ntme £rom Cattraeth'g vale retnm. 
Save A£ron brave, and Conan strong, 
• (Bursting throagh the bloody thltnigi) 
And I, the meanest eS them all. 
That live to weep, and eing their &11. 



Anenrim it tn heroic poem, in cdebratioD of a combat, in vhich 
he hinuelf, with three hundred wurion of the Cist nnk, «u 
engtged. He and two others alone lurvived, and then Bcemi 
to ha*e been some reaioa fa thii deatmctiaii. The Welihmen 
of that generation weie, like tlieir high-ipirited descendants, 
verj fond of alt, m at leaM of a beverage whkh ihen suf^ed 
all the pnrposes of it; and it was this fatal passioa, as >[^>ean 
troai the oiigiual eitiact anneied, which ruined the fortuae* of 
the day at Catbaeth. 

Ver. 34. That live to weep and sing their htl.] The UtcIj 
writer of a poem, entitled " Piospectug and Specimen of an in- 
tended National Work," haa reprobated the toae of sentiiiMuital 
modeaty which oni author has hue given to the wairior-bard i 

" And bold Aneurim, all bedripped with gore 

Buntinf hy force from the beleaguered glen, '' 

Arrogant, haughty, fierce, of Gery mood. 

Not meek and mean, u Gnym 
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' I find amongst Hr. Gny'a ptpcri a few mora llnei taken from 
irther porta of the Gododiti, whleli I ihall hare-add, with their . 
le^ctiTe Latin vernooa. The; may aerve to then lucceediDg 
poeti.the manner in which the ipirit of these theii ancient pic- 
daceison in the ui laaj heat be tranafuaed into a modern imitA- 
twnoFtliem. 

HAvm ^e ieen the tusky bo«r, 
Oi the boll, with laUeo raar, . 

On sunonnding foes advance I 
So Canuloc bore his lance. 

Quando ad belt.um properabat Camdocus, 

miiu apri ailfcstris qiii.tnitfcanda mntilaTit hoalei. 

Taunu aciei in pugnn confitchi, 

la l^num (i, e. bastam) ex manu contonil. 



Cohah'b name, mj Uy, rehearae. 
Build. to him the loft; verse, 
Sacred tribute of the bard, 
Vetae, Uie heto'a aole reward- 
As the flame'i devouriag force ; 
As the whirlwind in its Course ; 
As the thunder's fiery stroke. 
Glancing on ibe shivei^d oak ; 
Did.the sword of Conan mow 
The crimson Jiarrest of the file. 



OebitiA est tibi cantus qui bonorem aasecutus es maximoni. 

Qui eras instai ignis, tonitrui, et lempeatatii, 

Viiibos ciimie, eqiiea bellicose, Rhudd Fedel, bellum meditaris. 

?rom the extract of the Gododin, which Mr. Evauihasf^ven 
u« in hi* " Diisetlatio de Baidis," in the foremeniioned book. 
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I *faall here truuciibe thase partioiriar pantga whnb Mr> 
Gray aeleoto} br tmllUioD n Ihia 04t. 

8i nuhi Ueeiet ria^tam in Dimraai p«pidwa fern. 

Alcjnc >e dihrrinm ombm vat itfag* pnMnMB. 

Amicum eoiiD eroisi inCKulus, 

Qni io Tetiitindo Grmiu ciat. 

Non petiit aagiwniTiimJotaw • aaeai* 

mini CuNi cz ttreiuu Q-myagwa «ta». 

Tiri ibuit ad ColMMtfi, M Um Hiipe*, 
Viinun el mulmm ex aoieii pocnib erat cottim potOK 
Tncenti et seiagiala bea rnreii torquibui insigmli enmt ; 
Ex ill antam, qui uiiiiiB pota madldi ul bellvm piapsiabaiiCr 
NoQ eva£^ nisi tres, qui libi gladiis riam muniebaat ; 
Scilicet belUtoT de Acroo, et Conanui Dacaiawd, 
Regomet ipM (icilicet Bardus Aneurkiua^iangukie nibeni : 
Aliter ad hoc carmen compii^ndiim aon ■nperatei fniiaem. 

Wbeercr eoupai«( Mr. Gtaj'i poetical venieni-of these four 
^rical piecea with the literal tranalatiom wtuclt I have here ia- 
urted, will, I am penoaded, be convinced AaX nothing of the 
hind wM ever executed with more fire, and, at the same lime, 
more jndgntetit. He keeps vp Ann^h them aU the w3d ro- 
mantic apirit of hn origtBali ; elevatea them by some well-choaen. 
epithet or image aherE diey Bag, yet in inch a manner u is 
perfectly congTuoas-witb tiie general idea of the poemi ; and if 
he either varie* or omitx xay of the originat tfaonghtg, they are 
only of that kind which, accoTdiag to onr mo^m lentimeDla, 
would appetr vulgar or ladicroiu : two instance* of thii kind 
occur ia the Utter part of thii Isit Ode. How welt boa ha 
tumad the kba af the fHtth Ubb : '■ £x in qni Blnw^ria va^ 

d^.'bc. Hw kaaaol wind ia .riAralqw ;. the bttai.ia- 
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DEATR OF SOL RICHARD WEST. 

In vain to me the smiling murningB diine. 

And reddening PhcEbns lifts hia golden fire ; 
The birds in vciin their amorons descant join ; 

Or cbeerfnl fields resnme their green attire : 
These ears, alas I for other notes repine, 

A different olgeet do these eyes require : 
My lonely ai^^nish melts no heart bnt mine ; 

And in my breast th' imperfect joys expire. 
Yet morning uniles the busy race to cheer. 

And new-born pleasure brings to happier men 



Ifwhat Boileaaiayibe trse in hii " An Poetiqae," that 
" Ud Kmnet uuu def&at> TUit uul ud loDg pocme," 
the merit of thii Htth poem ia dedded. It ii writtea JD strict 
(d»eivance of diose itrict rules, which the poet there lays dmrn. 
Vide "Art Poetiqiie, Chant, a. line B2." Milloo, Ibelieve, wat 
the first of onr Etigliih poets who exactly followed the Italiaii 
model : our author vaiiei from him only in maliitg the rhymes 
in the two first quailetts alternate, which ia more agreeable to 
the English ear than the other method of antuiging tbem. — 
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The lldds to dl their mmted tribute bear . 

To wum their little lores the birds complain: 
I frnitless mourn to him that cannot hear. 

And weep the more, became I weep in vun. 



Ver. 14. And we^ the moie, becaiui I weep in T«iii.] Hr, 
HitfiHi] quotes Cibbec'i iltention of Ridmnl the Hud, ut ii. 



Aln the *tyios ucribed to Stdon -. 

" Ai' avTO ti Tovro SaKfrnt, on ov&v ovottw." 
Bogen in hU Ital; hu — 

" And all clung round him weeping bUto'lj ; 
Wttping tin more b«iiuK they ufpl in Doin." 
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HRS. CLARKE*. 

liO [ iriiere tUsakak nailile weepe, 
A friend, a wiie, a mother sleeps ; 
A lieartj within whose gacred cell 
The |>eflce{iil TiitQea lor'd to dweU. 
Affection wann, and faith aincere. 
And soft htunanity were there. 
In agony, in death resign'd. 
She felt the wound ahe left behind. 
Her infent image here below. 
Site amilit^ on a father's woe : 



■ Thii Udy, the wife of Di. CUrke, phjacUn at Epiom, died 
April 27, 1757; and is buried ia the church of BeekenhuD, 
Kent. 

Ver. 7. lu igotij, in death len^'d.] In the place of thii 
and the three next venei oitginall; atood the ibllawiiig linei: 

To hide her cam her imlj art. 

Her pleaaure, pleunres to impart. 

In lingering pain, in death reii^'d, 

Her latest agony of mind 

Wai felt for him, who could not Mve 

Hii all from an unlimely grave. 
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Whom what awaits, wlule yet he strajfa 
Along the lonely rale of days? 
A pang, to secret sorrow dear; 
A si^ ; an unavailing tear ; 
Till time shall every grief remove, 
With life, with memory, and with love- 



Tcr. 11. Wlwm wW ^wt*. whilf jwl ha itis;*.] The cob- 
•tiactk>Q heie is a little hud, and crettei otocurity, which u 
«l»^rs Icut to b« pardoned in u epitaph. — Mawh. 
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SIR WILLIAM wnXIAJlS. 

Hbbs, fbremoet in the dai^eroiis patbs of feme, 
Yoang Williatns fought tOr Ein^and'B ftlr reftown ; 

His mind eacli muse, each grace adored his frame. 
Nor envy dared to flew liim with a frown. 

At Aix his volnntary Bword he AteW, S 

There (irat id blood his infant hononr sealed ; 

From fortune, pleaaure, Bcienoe, love, he flew. 
And scorned repose when ^tAin todi the field. 

With eyes of flame, and cool undaunted breast, 
Victor he rtood on Bellisle's rooky steepft^- 10 

Ah, gaU&nt yonth I this martJe tells the rest. 
Where melancholy friendship bends, and weeps. 

■ nU Epitaph (hitherto ui^tibWied) wu mitten at the k- 
quealoFMi. Frederic Hotatagn, whoiBtmdeiltolMTe iueribed' 
il OD a monumeiit at Bdlide, M the liege of whkk tbu Kcom- 
pliihed joath iria tilled, 1761 ; bnt frtta MffiM dificdty tt- 
lendii^ the erection of it, this dengn was not eMcnted. 

This is as perfect, in its kind, ai the Ibregtnng loBDet. Bit 
William Williams, in ihit eipedilim -to Aix, «aj on board the 
Hagnanime wiih Lord K»»e ; abd wo* itgtt»i to reniTe the 
ea^nhtioB. — It-XioH. 
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IN A COUNTRY CHUECH-YARD". 



Thb curfew tolls the knell of parting day, 
The lowing herd winds slowly o'er the lea. 



' ■ The moat popular of ill out Aathn's publinlioiu ; it nn 
thioagh elerea ediliooi in a very ihuit space of lime; wu finely 
tnnalated ioto latin bj Mean. Ads^ and Robeitii and in 
the same year another, though I thiok inferior, verson of it wa* 
publiihed by Mr. Uoyd. The reader ii infbnaed, in [he Me- 
moin, of the time and raanoer of Ita Gnt publication. He ori- 
ginally ^ve it only the simple title of " Staniai, written in a 
CouDby Church-yard." I pennaded him fint to call it an 
ELEOT, became the tobject authoriied him lo lo do ; and the 
alternate meamre, in which it waa written, >eemed peculiarly 
fit for that ^lecies of compotitioa. I imagined too that lo ca- 
[dtal a poem, written in this meaiure, wouhl, ai it were, appro- 
priate it in future to writingi of the lort ; and the number of 
imitationi which haie aince been made of it (even to satiety) 
leem to pmve that my notion was well founded. In the fint 
nannimpt copy of thii eiqoiiite poem, I find the coodosiDii 
difierent from that which he af^erwardi cunpoeed ; and though 
hn after- diouglit wax uqqiM«tiaiiBbl? the beat, yet there is a 
puhetk melaaeboly in the fow r^ted atanias, which highly 
claims prtKTvatioD. I shall therefore fire them ai a, variation 
in their proper place. — Mieon. 

The reasons of that universal approbalioD, with which this 
£1^7 has been received, may be learned from the comprehpn- 
n of Dr. Johnson. — " It abounds with images, 
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-The plonghman bomevard plods Ids wbary #«j. 
And leaves the world to darkness and to me. 



Now fades the glimmering landscape on the sight, 5 
And all-the air a stdemn stillness holds. 



which find I mirrouT in wtvy mind ; and with leatimenti, to 
which e»ery bosom reiunis »iiecho." — WAiErfti-D. 

" Had Gray written nothing but hia Begy, high m be standa, 
I am not sure that he would not stand hi^er ; it is the Gamer- 
stone of his glorj," — LoHD ByRON. 

Vet. i. The curfew «41s the knell of parting day.J 

" Squilla di ioniauo 

C%e paia I' giomo pianger, che w muore." 

Dante Pnrg. 1. 8.— Gbit. 
Dr. Warlon would spoit the ttanquil aimplicity oftiui line, by 
intr»dunBg a pause with a note of admiration alter the nrord 
Mil. lliat affcetation of solemnity aod niddeoneas ia his 
musing, which is sooffeosive in Young, is no where to b« fHnd 
incur Author. 

Mr. Wakefield cites liora the Night Thoughts the following ; 

" It is the knell of nfy departed liours." 
A'er. 2. The lowing herd winds slowly o'er the lea.] 

: " Auirviivroc niv, ecu iviiXvAi fu|Xa 

TIavToBfv tla-fpoiy." Hem, Od, ivii, 170. 

A'er. 3. The ploughmnn homeward plodi his weary way.J It 
has been observed that there is a slight eiror, one, however, 
which the general reader will readily pardon, in the introduc- 
tion of the returning ploughman into the evening landscape, Xs 
the labour of the plough ia, in this conntry, always orer by 
three o'clock in the afterooon. 

Ver. 4. And leaves the worM to darkness uid to me.} Mr. 
Mitford cites a similar eipresuon from Petrarch : 

" Quando '1 sol hagna in mar 'I aurato cerco, 
£ 7 ntr rualro, < la nia mtnU tnfrnwa." 
Ver. 5. Now lades the glinmeriug landscape on the sight.] 
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Save vrhete the beetle wheels fais dnming fligbt. 
And drowsy tinklii^ Inll tbe distnnt fidds: 



Save tSiit frmti yonder ivr-mnntled tower, 
"Die moitiiig owl does to tht noon complain 



At) admiraltlc dcscripiiaii of tuiligKt in tew wetdi. — Bal bd- 
bodji has excelled Mr. Hastra npon ihit topic : 

" While thraugh tlie wcat, where linlu the crimioD itj, 
Maek twilight ilowlf uili, uid wavea bcf buinm f;rqr." 
Waieiieui- 
Ver. 7. Saie where the beetle whedi bi< dioning flifht.] 

" &e the b<a h»th Aowh 

His clajHered flight ; tn to black Heeate'i nmmom 
Tbe ihaid-boTBe ttule with hii drawr^ hmni 
Hath rung lugtit'* jawuiig petl." 

Macbeth, act iii. iG. 3. 
Heie i> aaolher of Dr. JohuiOD'a modem word«, ai he weold 
have us to believe them — cLOTsiKitEiijltgh. 

" What time the gi»y-flj wind* her anltij horn." 

Collini bai initaled these paangei in hii Ode to Ereniiig. 
" Now air ii htah'd, ia*e where the weak-eyed bat 
With ihott ihrill ihrieki fliti bj on leathern wing ; 
Or where the beetle winds 
His tmall hut BuUen horn, 
Ai oTt he rim midat the twilight path 
Against the fttlgrim home in heedless hnn." WiixniLn. 
Ver. 10. The tooping owl does to the moon complain.] Shak- 
speaie, in Jnliiu Csai, act. iv. u. 3. speaks of a dog bajing 
the mwii ; and Fhitipa, in his Wintcr-|nece at Copenhagen, 
says Ot (be wolves : 

" Or to the nam in ic; valliea howl." 
WUch is from Bhakspeare ; 

" And the vsl^MiMilt the mam." 

Midi. Might's Dream.— W*umu>. 
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Of rach as, wandering near her tecret bower, 
MoitKt her ancient solitary reign. 

Beneath those ru^;ed elms, that yew-tree's shade. 
Where heaves the turf in many a mouldering heap, 

£a«^ in his narrow cell for ever laid, 15 

The rude fore&thers of the hamlet sleep. 



Ver. 13. Molest ba ancient scditarj reifD.J 

' " Dturutqui T^na 

Paitivum." Virg. Gearg. iti. 476.— WAisriKLD. 
Ver. 18. BsneUh those n^;ed elms, that yew-tree's shade.] 
Mr. Hilfbrd hoi extracted the TtdlowiDg imitation of (his passage 
bom • ' Les Jsnlins" of the Abbe De lille : 

" Vayei sous en vleui ib Is ti»abe, on Tont se randre, 
Ceui qui, couibii ponr tdui idt dei nllooi iugrals, 
Au seln de Umisere eipereat le tr4pas, 
Roagiriei-VDus d'orner leurs hambles sepultures? 
VouB a'7 poavei giavsr d'iDustres aveatures. 
Sana daute. Depuis I'aube, ou le coq matinaJ 
Des lustiques tiavaui leur donne le ^gDHl, 
Jnsques i la veiil^, ou leur jeane famille 
EnTiioniM btcc em le saiment qui p^le, 
Dana les mSmet Iravsux roulent en paii leura jours. 
Des gneires, des traitfs h'en maiquent point le cours. 
Nattre, souflHr, mourii, c'est toute leur hjstoire i 
Mais leur COBUI n'est point souid au bruit de leur m^moire. 
Quel homme Tera la vie, au moment du dfparl; 
Ne se lourae, et ne jette un triste et long regard i 
A VetfOa d'uu regret oe sent pu qoelque channe, 
Et das yeui d'vn ami n'attend pasune lanneV C.iv.p.BS. 
Ver. 14. Where heaves the turf in many a mouldering heap.] 
" lliose gravea with heading oner bound. 
That nameless Wi» the ertonbM gronnd." 

Puneira Nighi Piece, 89.— Wa.ifield. 
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1 14 GRAY B 

The breez; call of incense-breathing Mom, 

The ewallow twittering &om the Btraw-built shed. 

The cock's shrill clarion, or the echoing horn. 

No nuve shall rouse them from their lowlj bed. 20 



Ver. 17. The breezy call of incetise -breathing Mom.] 
" Ai^ ^ tK waTOfiov ^v%pf} wvtft ijuSt rpo-" 

Odyu. V. 469. 
<■ The liver-bieeies whisper mDm'i tpprouh." 
Mr. Wakefield, itbo quolea the above liiM, appeal) for con- 
frmatioD to a learned Scholiast oa ApotlmiHi Rbodius. But 
■nrel; it wu not ceceuar; to seod ui lo fat lo leara what muit 
have beeti felt bj every one who has ever been out of bed by 
day-break. 

" And early, ere the edarotu bnalh of mem 
Awalies the ■lumbering leaves." Comui, 56. 

" Now when as aacied light began to dawn 
Id Eden on the humid floweia, Chat brealhtti 
TMr iHorniiig intsnie." — 

Par. Lost, U. 192.— W.ketieli,. 

Ver. 18. I1ie swallow twillenng from the atraw-built ihed.] 

The twaUom-ptapU——^ there 

They tvitter cheeifol." TTioniaon'a Antwnn. 

Aod Anacreon reprorei (be lofiiannu iwaWm lot bieaking hi* 

dreama wilh her tarty twUttringt. 

The fallowing couplet from Ausaoius is cited in thii place by 
Mr. Mitl^ : 

" Mane jam clarum reaemt fenestru. 
Jam tlrtpil nidit vigitta kirundOt" 

Auson. p. S4, ed.Tollii. 
Ver. L9. The cock's shiill clarion, or the echoing hem.] 
" The cock, that i« the trumpet to the motD, 
Doth with hii lofty and ihrill unindin^ throat 
Awake the God of day." Hamlet. 

" While the eock with lively din 
Scatters the rear of darkness thin." L' Allegro. 
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For ttiem no more the blueing hearth ahsU bum, 
Or busy hoiuewifiB ply h^ erening care ; 

No children mn to lisp their sire's return. 
Or climb his knees the envied kiee to abate. 

" Hie created eock, wboie etarim uandi 

The sUeat hours." Pu. Lost, riii. 443. 

" Oft lutening, how the hoands and horn 
Cheerlj nnue the alnmbering moni, 
Fiomthe aide ofsDme hoar hill, 
Through the high wood tthoii^g ahnlL" 

L'Allegro.— WixenKLo. 
Ver. 20. No more ahall rouse them from their lowly bed.] 
S<wie readera, keeping in mind the nonmij nil sbove mentioned, 
haie miitaken the Lxelt/ btd in Ihii veree for the grai)4 ; tu, if I 
rightlj recollect, Lloyd h|ia done in hia Latin tnnslalioil of the 
Elegy: > most pueiile and lidiculona blunder. — Waiefielit. 

Ver> 21, For them no moie the bladng beartfa ihall bnttb] 
Ilia itania, which ia tendemeas iUelf, owe* aome abligations to 
foimei poeta. Kmitu ciroumatancea of demeatie aandaity and 
lore are tfana depicted bj Lnciediu i 

" At jam nan donuu accipiet le Icta ; nequeuxor 
Optima, nee dulcea accnirenl oacula nati 
Pnaripere, et tacita pectu* dulcedine tangent." iv, 907. 
" Interea dulcea pendent circum oscula nati." 

Virg. Georg. ii. 623. 
Of Ae man perishing in the anew, Thomson saya : 
" In vain for him the officious wife preparei 
. Tbefirtfan-'bUimg, and the vestmeot warm : . 
In vain his little children, peeping out 
Into the mingling atoim, demand their nre 
With teara of utieas innocence. Alai! 
Nor wife, nor children, more abaii he behold, 
Kor frienda, nor nacred home." Winter, 311. 

Horace has given ua a few touches of the same picture ; 
" Quad si padicn mulier in part^n juvans 
Domum atque dulces liberos. 
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tlO siuy'e 

Oft did the harvest to their uclde yUid, 25 

Their furrow oft the Btubbom glebe has broke: 

How jocnnd did they drive their team afidd I 

How bowed the woods beneath their sturdy stroke ! 

' Let not Ambition mock their use^ toil. 

Their homely joys, and destiny obscure ; 30 

Nor Grandeor hear with a disdainiiil smile 
The short and simple annals of the poca. 

The boast of Heraldry, the pomp of Power, 
And all that Beauty, all that Wealth e'er gave. 



Sacrum veitutiB eitruu l^uu fociun 
lam sub adventum tin." 

Epod.ii.39.— W*»wsLD. 
Ver. 34. Or climb his knees (he envied kin la ihaie.] 
" Ovti n ptv jraif (c ion yimvasi xaviraiovifiv, 
EKBovT It rdkciUHO, km aartK Si)uit^t<ic." 

lUad, £. 408. 
Ver. 27. Hnw jocuad did tbey driie dieir learn afield.] 

■' We drwe afield." Lycidw, 27.— Wasstiei-d, 

Ver. 2G. How boired the woods besealh their rturdy stroke.] 
" But la the roote beat his iCunJic ttroake. 
And rotde maoy woundes in the waate oale." 

Spenser's February. — Waiefield. 

Ver. 33. The boftst of Hersldry, the pomp of Power.] Mr. 

MitfonT considers our Author as under obligation, in this stanza, 

lo bis friend West's Monody on the Death of Queen Caroline : 

" Ah me ! what boots us til our beaittd pover. 

Our golden treasure, and our |iu>7il« ilot^ ; 
They cannot ward th' itaw'taHe hettr. 
Nor stay the fearful violence of fate." 

Dodsley's Misc. ii. 379. 



D,ni,.i"-ihvGoO<^[c 



POBBB. 117 

Awake alike th' inevitable hour. 35 

The paths of glory lead but to the grave. 

Nor yon, ye proud, impute to these the fault. 
If Memory o'ei their tomb qo trophies raise 

Where throu^ the long-drawn isle and &etted vault 
The pealing anthem swells the note of praise. 40 

Can storied urn, or ammated bust. 
Bade to its mansion call tlie fleeting breath ? 

Can Honour's voice provoke the silent dust. 
Or Flattery soothe the dull cold ear of death ? 



Vex. 37. Noi you, ;e proud, impnte h> tbese Ihe faull.] This 
lUiua il eiuiobled b; what oui Aalhor calls thriiling vtrit ; aa 
BDMiiiig iwell uid maguiiceiice of eipieiuoD, productive o 
&0K sematioiui, which Milton wiU beit describe : 
" Then lei Ihe peoiiitg organ blow 
To Ihe full-vuiced quire b«Jow, 
In Mrrice high, and aitthtnu cltar. 
As miLj wilh ineetDCBS, through mine ear, 
DiHolvc me into edtaaiea, 

And bring all Hearen before mine eyes." 11 Pern. 
" When from the ceoier clouds of fragraace roll, 
And nutltng urgBU liA Ihe ri^i^ uml." 

Elaisa..—V/tnntLD. 
Ver. 41. Can stwied ani. <« animated bull.] 

" Nod, Torquale, genua, Bon le bcundia, non te 

Reitituet pietas." Horace. 

" Nor can thy eloquence, nor noble biTth, 
Nor e'en thy vbtuei give thee back to life." 

WjtaEriELi 
" Heioes in aniniated marMt fimvn." 

Fi^'s Temple of Fame, 7 
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Perhaps in this neglected spot is laid 45 

Some heart once pregnant with ceUetial fire: 

Handf, that the rod of empire might have swayed. 
Or waked to ecstasy the living lyre : 

Bat Knowledge to their eyes her ample page 

Rich with the Bpoila of Time did ne'er nnroll; SO 

Chill Pennry repressed their noble rage. 
And frose the genial current <^ the soul. 



Ver. 44. Oi FlUWiy soolbe the duU ixAi eai of death.] The 
p«ctiHaf eipKisiveDen of these two heavy -Bounding epithets 
placed together, is csught from Shakspeare's Hemy VIII. act 
iii. M. 3. 

" When I am forgotten, as I shall be. 

And aleep b dull cold maible." 
Vtr. 46. Some heart once ptegnani with celealial fire.] Lon- 
ginus, who is mnarliable for a richnesa and anbUmity of Ian- 
4 guage, has the same metaphor : 

" Spii — roc ■inrxas avarpe^ar irpoc ra /uytOi), cot imrtf 
tycvjuivac oii ■Koaiv yovouni trapacniiiarat." — De Sub. ii. 

" We ought to prepare and fbster our souls br the reception 
of aublime ideas, and to make them prtgnaul, as it were, mth 
these generous affections." — Wakbheld. 

Ver. W, Or vaked to ecstasy the living lyre.] The eipm- 
tion " living lyre" occurs in Cowley ; and in Ft^'s Windxv 
Forest we have the following : 

" Who now shall chaim the shades where Cowley Mmtg 
His lining AoTp, and lofty Denham sung." WaksthlA. 
Ver. 61. Chill Penury repressed their' noble rage.] 
" Be justly warmed with your own native n^." 

Pope's Prol. to Calo, 43. 
It is an excellent word, taken rrom the oprq of the OitAa^^- 
W*autEi.D. 
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Full many a gem, of purest ray lerene. 
The dark unfathomed caves of oceaa bear : 

Full many a flower is bom to blush unseen. 
And waste its sweetness on the desert air. 



Ver. S3. Fullmanj a gem. of purei tfi/ serene.] A writer in 
ihe Quarterly Review, vol. ix. cites the foUoHing paasage from 

dcDlal resemblance : — "There is many a. rich stODe laid op in 
the bowelli of Ihe earth, maoy a faire pearle in Ihe bosome of 
Ihe lea, that never was seeoe, dch never shall bee," — Line vi. 
p. 872. 
So Milton, in bis Camus. speaVsorthe 

" Sea-girl isles. 

That, like to rich and various gems, inlay 
The unadorned bosom of the deep." Ver. 21. 

Ver. 53. Full many a flower is born lo blush unseen.] 
" There iepl my charms concealed from mortal eye, ' 
lite rosea that in deserts blc»m and die." 

Pope's Rape of the Lock, iv. 157.— Waiefisid. 
" In distaal wilds, by human eyes nnKe/i, 
Bhe rears her flowere, and spreads her vflvtl green; 
Pure ^rgling rills the lonely rjetcrl (race. 
And aatle iheir music on the savage race." 
The above passage, from Young's Universal Passion, is qooted 
in the Quatterly Review, and the critic there observes, thatoor 
Author is under two distinct obligations to U within the compass 
of three liAes. 

TTie two following passages are noticed by Mr. Milford : 
" like beauteous flowers which vainly waste their scent 
Of odours in unhaunted deserts." 

Cikamberlayne's Pharonida, pt. ii, b. iv. p. 94. 
" like woodland flowers, which paint the dejirl glades, 
And wfliU tAiir nmtU tn tinfrtquinled shades." 

A. Philips' Thule, p. 13S. 
This whole stanr.a of Gray, however, beats a yet closer re- 
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Some village Hampden, that, with dauntleu breast. 
The little tyrant of his fields withstood ; 

Some mute inglorioua Milton here may rest. 

Some Cromwell guiltlcBS of his country's blood. 60 



■erabluice to tlie followiDg Une'a of Celio Migno, which are 
quoted in the tilth volume of the Eiliaburgh Review, p. 51. 

" Mft (qual in parte iguota 

Ben ricca gemma altrui cela il luo prpgio, 

O fior, ch' alia virtu ha in se reposta) 

Viue in aea di castitii nalcoata 

In sua virlute e'u Dio contenta visse 

LuDge dal viBomondan, che I'alma intrica." ■ 
The last Iwo lioes are compared with the ninth stanza of the 
Elegy. The eipres»OD " desert air," Mr. WakefieJd discovers 
in Kndar : 

" Bpijpnc tt aiBipot;," Oljmp. i, 10. 

Ver. 57. Some village Hampden, ^at, with daunlless breast.] 
What Mm of freedom is not in raptures with this tribale of 
praise to such an eialted character in immortal versel This 
honourable testimony and' the noble ilelestation of arbitrary 
power, with which it is accorDpanied, might possibly be one 
came of Dr. Johnson's animosity against our poet. Upon this 
topic, the critic's feelings, we know, were irrilability itself, and 
tremblingly alivtall n'er. WAKEFiBLn. 

Ver. 60. Some Cromwell guiltless of bU country's blood.] 
Mr. Edwards, the author of Canons of Criticism, considering 
that there was one very rmportant defect in this part of the 
Poem, endeavoured to supply it by the following lines; intended 
to come in in this place : 

" Some lovely fair, whose unaffected charms 

Shone with attraction to herself unknown ; 
Whose beauty might have blessed a monarch's arms, ' 

Whose virtue east a lustre on a throne." 
There is anolher slania which is not given here, as it is 



^■i nv Google 



Th' applause of Uatening senates to command. 
The threats of pain and min to despiae. 

To scatter plenty o'er a smiling land. 

And read their history in a nation's eyes. 

Their lot forbade : nor circumscribed alone 05 

Their growing virtues, but their crimes confined ; 

Forbade to wade throogh slaughter to a, throne. 
And shut the gates of Mercy on mankind. 

The stni^ling pangs of conscious Truth to hide. 
To quench the blushes of ingenuous Shame, 70 

Or heap the shrine of Luxury and Pride 
With incense kindled at the Muse's flame. 



thought by Hime, that in it Mr. Edwards has not done juslke 
to liis gubject. 

67, faibade lo wade throngh slaughter to a Uirone, 
And thul Ibe gateaof Mercy od mankind.] 
" And airam lo empu-e throagb tbe purple flood." 

Pope's Temple of Famr, 347. 

Theie two rtrsm are a specimen of sublimity of tbe purest 

kind, like the simple grandeur of Hebrew poetryj depending 

solely on tbe thought, unasiisted by epithets and the artificial 

decoriLtioDs of eipression. 

Siakipuie has ■ometbiug of the same idea : " I'll turn my 
mercy out of doors." — Tempwl, act iii. tc. 2. — WiUMBLD. 
Alto in Henry V. act iii. ac. 3 : 

" Hie gtilti of Mtreg shall h« all ibiil up." 
And in Henry VI. part iii. 

" Open thy gait of Mereg, gracious Lord." 
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Far from the madding crowd's ignoble strife. 
Their sober wishea never learned tostray; 

Along the cool sequestered vale of life 75 

Thej kept the noiseless tenor of their wsj. 

Yet e'en these bones from insult to protect 
Some frail memorial stitl erected ui^j 

Ver. 73. Far fram the madding crowd's ignable Urife.] 

" The (lioughtlev worid U majestj m»j bow, 
Eull the brave, uid idolue ancceti ; 
But more (o IniKtcence their ufety owe. 
Than Power, or Geniiu, e'er campired to bleu. 

And dioa, who mindful of the onhonoured dead. 
Doit in theit note* tbeir artleu tale relate. 
By Night and lonely Contemplation led 
To wander in the gloomy walks of Fate : 

Hark ! how the Mcred calm, that breathes imund, 
Bidi every fierce tumultiuHu pumon ceaie ; 
Id Mill Hnall accenln wbiipeiiag from the ground, 
A grateful earnest of eternal peace. 

No more, with leaaon and thyself at atrife. 
Giro aniioui carei and endless wishts room ; 
But through the coo! sequestered vale of life 
Fnnne the silent tenor of thy doom." 

And here the poem was originally intended to conclude, be- 
fore the happy idea of (be hoary-headed swain, &e. raggested 
itself to him. I cannot help hinti[^ to the reader, (hit I think 
the third of these rqectedstaniai equal to any in the whole 
E^egy. — MisoN. 

Ver. 7S. Some frail memorial stitl erected nigh.] The retem- 
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With uncouth rhymes Emd shapeless aculptorededced. 
Implores the passilig tribute of ft sigh. 80 

Tbtni name, their years, spelt by th' unlettered Htfase, 
The plac« of feme and el^y supply : 

And many a holy text around she strews, 
That teach the rustic moralist to die. 

Fot who, to dumb Foi^etfulness a prey; 85 

This pleasing anxious being e'er resigned, 

Tieft the warm precincts of the cheerAil day. 
Nor cast one lon^ng lingering look behind? 



bluice of thia and the four next lioes to tbe fallowing of Celio 

Hl^, U pointed out in tbe nnmber of the Edinboigh ttevietr, 

tlreadj referred to : 

" Udb (one of the miueB) di acolpir ai sfona 
Nel dura marmo, e pom ad alcnii roglia 
Breve dttto, che'l nome e i roerti accoglia." 
Ver. 79. With unconth rhymes and shapeless iculptnre 

dfldied.] Id Oray'i El^j, is there an image utore stiikiag than 

his " ihapelfM KulptnTel" Lobd Bibon. 

Ver. 87. Left the warm precincts of the cheerful day.] A fine 



" Dioj ia Immnis ant," Ijicret. i. 23. 

Vet. B8. Nor cost one longing liogering iook behiDd .] Hiere 
is a pathetic passage in Euripides, which has a striking resem- 
blance lo this adniii«b1e slama: 

" Koirip fffuepav r/m-ioiia' m, 

BXiij'at ^pot atrjae fioiAirm roc ^Xiov, 
Qf Dvuvr' avOic, aiXa wv seawrraroy 
Aicnva icunXov 9 qXww irporo^trm." 

Alceit. SOS.— WuEriELD. 
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On some fond breast the parting soul r^es. 
Some pious drops the dosing eye requires ; 

E'en from the tomb the voice of Nature cries. 
E'en in our ashes live their wonted fires. 



Vet. B9. On loine fond breast the piUting k>uI relies.] To 
Mr. Mitfoid ne are indebted for tbe followiog from Drajtoa'a 
Mo«eii 

" It is lome comfixt to a Hietch to die, 
(IT there be comfort b the nay of death,) 
To have some friend, or kind alliance by 
To be officious at the parting breath." 

Vol. IT. p. 1564. ed. 1753. 
Vei. 90. Some pious drops the closing eye retjuires.] Con- 
fbmuble to this sentimeai is the wish of Solon : 

" HqJi fiDi mcXauoTDc Savaroc /loXoi.' oXXa f iXoioi- 
KnXXdiroifu 9/wuv oXyia cat arovaxas" 

Ver. 5. ed. Brunck.— Wakei «ld. 
Id a Mmllar strain is that pathetic lament ; 

" No friend'e complaiat, no kind domestic tear 
Pieaa'd thy pale ghost, orgrae'd thy mourafnl bier." 

Pope's Elegy, 81. 
Ver. 92. E'en in out ashes live theii wanted fires.] 
" Ch'i r^gio nal pensiei, dolee mio fooco, 
Fredda una lingua, et dae begli occhi chiusi 
Rimaner doppo iioi pien di faville." 

Petrardi, Son. 169.-^Rjiv. 
" Yet in our ashen cold, is fiie jreken." 

Chaucer's Beve's Prol. ler. 3880. p. 186. 
"Awake and ^thful to her wonted fires." 
Thus it stood in the first and some following editions, and I 
think rather better i for the aulhoritj' of Petrarch does not de- 
stroy the appeuance of quuntneas in the other : Ibe thought, 
however, is rather obscurely expressed in both readings. He 
means to say, in plain prose, that we wi^ to be remembered by 
our IViends after our desth, in the same manner as when alive 
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For thee, who, mindful of th« nulionoured dead. 
Dost in tbese lines theii artless tale relate ; 

If cliance, by lonely Contemplation led, 95 

Some kindred spirit shall enquire thy £ste. 

Haply some hoary-headed snain may say, 
" Oft have we seen him at the peep of Dawn 

Bmshiug with hasty steps the dews away. 
To meet the sun upon the upland lawn : 100 

ne nished lo be remembered by theia in our absence : thii 
would be eipressed clearer, if the loeiaphorical term firtt wa» 
rejectetl, and the line rnn tbiu) : 

" Anak« and faithM to hei first desires. " 

I do not put this alteration down for the idle vanity of aiming 
to amend the passage, but purely to explain it. — Mibom. 

Mr. Wakefield, in jealouBy (or his Author's credit, is Tcrj 
angry with Mason's criticism and eiplanation of the pasaage, 
and he substitutes a paraphrase of bis own. Whatever be the 
difference of bis interpretation, he lets out the secret, that the 
words of the Elegy need interpretation ; and this itself is a s«- 

Vec. 99. Bru^ing with hastj steps the dews awty.] Much 
iathe same manner Tbomson : 

" Oft let me wander o'er the demy fields. 
Where freshness breathes, and Saih the trembling drops 
From the bent bush, as through the verdant mate 
Of sweet-briar hedges I pursue my walk." 

Spring, 103.--WiiEriKLi). 
\vi. 100. To meet the sun upon the upland lawn.] 
*' On the high brow of yonder Jianging lawn." 
After which, in his first mannacripl, followed this itania : 
" Him have we seen the greenwood side along, 
While o'er the heath we hied, our labour done, 
Oft as the woodlaik piped her farewell song, 
Willi wistful eyes pursue the setting sun." 
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" TLere at tbe foot of yonder nodding beedi, 
Tliat wreatlies its old fantastic roots so high. 

His lifitleBs length at noontide would he stretch, 
And pore upoa tbe brook that babbles by. 

" Hard by ytm wood, now smiling aa in scorn, 105 
Muttering hia wayward fancies he would rove; 

Now drooping, woefnl wan, like one forlorn, 
OxenzeA with Care, or nraeeed in hopeless Love. 



1 rmther wonder thmt he njecled tbu rtanu, u it not only bat 
the ume >ort of Doric delicacy which channa us peculiarly in 
this pan of the poem, but also complelea the account oF hia 
whole day: itbereas, thisevemng scene being omilled, we hats 
only big motniif walk, and his noon-tide repou. — Hiioh. 
Ver. 101. " Thefc at the foot of yonder nodding; beech.] 
" I^opter aqus rivum sab runis arboris altte." 

Lucretius. — Waizfiild. 
" Near a brook shaded by a lofty tret," 
Ver, 103. His listlesi length at noontide would be drelch.] 
The fbliowing lines are cited in thia place by Mr. Hitfind i 

Hu Itilleii timbt al lUMlub on lA« mnrgt 
Of smooth translucent pook." 

Scott's Amwetl, p. 22. Fark't cd. 
Ver. 104. And pore upon the brook that babbles by.] 

" IMvided bj a iaiiHng brvoh." 

Thomson's Spring, 043. 
Several ihonghta oT this stania are t^ea from Shakspeaie : 
"' Under an oak, whose antiqu* root ptepi out 
Upon the brook, wluch braait along thia wood." 

As You Like It, act ii. sc. 1.^ — WAaaniLti. 
Vet. 107. Now drooping, woeful wan, like one foriom.] So 
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" Onfi mom I misaed him on the ciutomed hill, 
Aloni; the heath, aai near his &roarite tree; 110 

Another came ; nor yet beside the rill, 
Nor up the lawn, nor at the wood was be : 

" The next, with dirges due in sad array. 

Slow throngh the church-way path we saw him 

Approach and read (for thou can'st read) the lay 116 
Graved on the stone beneath yon aged thorn." 

" AU u the sheepe, lach woa tbe sbephnml's looks : 
For psie tai uunne be wu, (alu ! the while.) 
Ma; Kem he lavad, or ehw •ome cart he Uoke." 

Juiowj, Ver. 8— W*ig»iELD. 
Ver. UQ. GniTed on iheiUoe beneath jon aged thorn.] Be- 
tween thialineandlhe Epitaph, Mi, Gray onginall; inieiled a 
lerj beautiful stanza, which wu printed in gome of the int 
edition!, but aflerwards omitted, becauie he thought (and in 
my opinion veiy justly) that it waa too long a paientheui in this 
place. The tines, howev ei, are, in ihenuelies, eiquiutelj fine, 
and demand pieiervation : 

" Theie scattered oft, the eajliest of the year. 
By hands unseen are showen of violets found ; 
The redbreast loiea to build and warble there. 
And little (botsleps lightly print the ground." — M. 
I find the first traces of this beautilul idea in an Ifitaph upon 
UnMni in the Anthokgia : 

" OflT'lfUi fiq £" Dpvif tv impi Kou^v tptiim 

" Nor print the feathered warbttr in the tf/ring 

Hit little /oDlitqi lighlli/ on my grave." 
Whether Gray's Elegy, or Collins's Dirge In Cymbeline, wu 
prior in point of time, I cannot determine. This thought, which 
19 found in both poems, ia wrought up unquestiattably to much 
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the epitaph. 
Here rests his bead upon the lap of earth 

A yoDthj to FtHtnae and to Fame anknown: 
Fail Science frowned not on his hnmble hirth. 

And Melancholy marked him fen* her own. 120 

Xtarge was hia bonnty, and his sonl sincere. 
Heaven did a reoompence as largely send; 

greater pcriectioD id the Qegy ; though I wonld not be uoder- 
■tood by this prercrence to diiparage (he other poem, whieb 
brealhea a genuine patho), and ii impreued wilh indubitable 
maiki of an original irildDeu of imaginatiiMi and true gienini. 
" To fur Fidele'a gnay tomb 

Soft maida and village hiods sball bring 
Each opening aweet, of earliest bloom. 
And rifle all tbe breathing spring." 



" He TidbrtaU oft at evening honn 

Shall kindly lend ha little aid. 
With hoary mou aod gathered flowen. 
To deck the ground where thou art laid." 
Cdlim— 

" Had fortune smiled propitious aa hi* muse" — 
would have been the only cotempMary capable of altai 
excellence of Mr. Gray. His natural powen, bb en 
and hb feelings, seem to have qualified him for all that ig sub- 
lime and beautiful in poetry. — Waietield. 

Ver. 117. Here rests hb head upon the lap of earth.] The 
classical reader is much indebted to Mr. Milfbrd for remiodii^ 
him in this place of that tmly pathetic sentence of Pliny, Hist. 
Nat. ii. G3 : — -" Nam terra novissime complera gremio jam ■ 
reliqi^ natura abnegatoa, turn maiime, at mater operiU" 
Ver. 121. Lnrge was his bounty, and hit soul sincere.} The 
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He gave to aikery (all he had) a tear, 
He gained from heaven ('twas all he wished) t 
friend. 

No futhra* seek fats merits to disclose, I2£ 

Or draw his frailties from their dread abode, 

(There they alike in trembling hope repose,) 
The bosom of his Father and his God. 



editor of Conlej'i Works has observed, that Grayiieeiiii to have 
had hia eye od the following lines : 

" Large idbi hit laat, ai large a soul as e'er 
Submilled to iDfiwin a body bere." 

Val.i-p. 119.— Hurd'sed. 
Vet. 137. There the; alike in trembling hope repote.] 

" Paventou qwme." Petr. Son. 114.— Grai. 

A writer in the Qnaiterl; Review has observed that Hooker, 
' ' whose sublimities sometimes tonch on the cottfinea of very 
noble poetry," has deGned htpi to be a " trembliog eipecta- 
Uon of Uiings fat reniDved." 

Ver. 128. The bourn of bit Father and his G«d.] The Epi- 
ta[Ji before us has been cammented on, and translated into dif- 
ferent languafiea, by varioos men of emineikce, most of IheKi 
divines. . Did it ever occur to any of these, that there was an 
impropriety in making the bourn of Alm^;bty God an abode 
for bnmao fruity to repose in 1 

. Unless the author meant by the word hmtm, only remem- 
brance, there is rarely a.very strange inconsistence in the u- 
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A LONG STORY'. 



In Britain's isle, no matter where. 
An ancient pile of building stands : 

The Huntingdons and Hattona there 
Employed the power of fairy hands 

° Mr. Gniy's Elegy, previous to its publication, w33 handed 
about in MS. and had. amongtt other admirers, the Lady Cob' 
ham. who resided ia the mansion-house at Stoke-Pogeis. The 
licrformiDCe inducing her to wish for the Author's acquaintance. 
Lady Schaiib and Miu Speed, then at her house, nndertook to 
introduce her to it. These l*o ladies waited upon the ADthoi 
at his anni's solitary tiabitation, where he at that tinte resided, 
and not finding faim at home, they left a card behind them. 
Mr. Gray, surprised at such a compliment, returned the visit ; 
and as the beginning of this intercourse bot« loine appearance 
of romance, he gave the humorous and lively account of it which 
the Long Story conUias.—WxKE field. 

This juece was rejected by Mr. Gray in the second edition of 
Ills poeme : being, however, reinstated by his eiecalor, it haa 
retained its place ever since . 

Ver. 2. An ancient pile of building stands.] The mabsion- 
house at Sloke-'Pogeis, then in the posseuion of Viscountess 
Cobham. The style of buiiding, which we now call Queen 
Eliiabeth's, is here admirably described, botli with regard to '0$ 
beauties and defects; and the third and fourth stanzas deli- 
neate the fantastic manners of her time with equal truth and 
humour. The hoBae formerly belonged to the Earls of Hunt- 
ingdon and the family of Hatlon — Mason. 

Ver. 4. Employed the power of fairy bands.] The reader 
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To iraise the ceiliug'a iretted height, 6 

Each pannel in achieTementa clothing, 

Rich windows, that exclude the light. 
And passages, that lead to nothing. 

Fnll oft within the spadous walls. 

When he had fiftj wintWB o'er him, 10 

My grave Lord-Keeper led the hrawls ; 

The seals and maces danced before him. 

His bushy beard, and shoe'Strings green. 
His high-crowned hat, and satin doublet. 

Moved the stout heart of England's queen, 15 

Thot)^ Pope and Spaniard could not trouble it- 

What, in the very first b^inning ! 
Shame of the veisi^ing tribe ! 



will here probably be leminded of tha.t exquisite detcriptioil of 
the lighter gothic architectnie which occora in the Lay of the 
Lait Minstrel ; 

" Tbon woold'at h&ve thought some fairy's hand 
Twiit poplars rtrught the oiier wand, 

In many a freakish knot, had twined ; 
Then fHuned a ^U, when the work was done. 
And changed the willow-wrealhi to stone." 

Canto ii. St. II. 
Ver. 11. My gnie Lord-Keep^ led the brawls.] Sir Chiit- 
tophei Hatlon. promoted by Qneeo Eliiabeth for his gncefU 
person and fine dancing. — Gbiv. 

Brawls were a sort of figure-dance, then in vogue, and pto- 
bablj deemed ai elegant as our modern cotillions, or still mote 
modem qaadriUes. — Hison. 
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Your history whither ue you Rpinning ! 

Can ^ou do nothing but describe ? 20 

A hottse there is (itnd that's enough) 
From whence one fatal morning issues 

A brace of warriMs, not in buff, ■ 

But rustling in their silks and tissues^ 

The first came cap-a-pie from France, 35 

Her conquering destiny fulfilling. 
Whom meaner beauties eye askance, 

And vainly ape her art of killing. 

The other amazon kind heaven 

Had armed with spirit, wit, and satire ; 30 

But Cobham had the polish given. 

And tipped her arrows with good-nature. 

To celebrate her eyes, her air — 

Co»se panegyrics would but tease her ; 
Melissa is her " nom de guerre." 35 

' Alas, who would not wish to please her! 

With bonnet Wue and capuchine. 

And aprons long, they hfd their armour ; 

Ver. 33. A brace of warrion, not in buff.] Titt retdct ii 
■Iccad; apprised who ihese ladies vere : the two detcriptioDi 
are prettily contnuted ; and oottrii^ can be more bappily lunied 
than the compliment (o Lady Cobham in tbe eighth itanzi, — 
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And veiled their weapons, bright and keen, 

la pity to the country farmer. 40 

Fame, in the ibape of Mr, P — t, 

(By this time all the parish know it,)- 

Had told that thereabout* there lurked 
A wicked imp they call a poet : 

Who prowled the country far and near, 45 

Bewitcb'd the children of the peasants. 

Dried up the cows, and lamed the deer. 

And sucked the eggs, and killed the pheasants. 

My lady heard their juiiit petition. 

Swore by her coronet and ermine, 50 

She'd issue out her higli commission 

To rid the manor of such vermin. 

The heroines undertook the tusk. 

Through lanes unknown, o'er stiles they ventured. 
Rapped at the dour, nor stayed to ask, 55 

But bounce into the parlour entered. 

The trembling family they daunt, 

They dirt, they sing, they laugh, they tattle. 



Ver. 41. Fame, in the shape of Mr. P— I.] I have been lold 
that th» geDtleman, a neighbour and acquaintance of Mr. Gra;''! 
in the country, was much displeased at the liberly here taken 
with his name; jel, aurely, without any great reason. — ^M*jos. 
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Rummaj^e his mother, pinch hia aunt. 
And up stairs in a tvhirlwind rattle. dO 

Each hole and cuplMard they expI(M«, 
Each creek and cranny of hie chamber. 

Run hurry-skurry ronnd the floor. 
And o'er the hed and tester clamber; 

Into the dtAwtm and dbina' pry, 65 

Papers and books, a huge imbroglio! 

Under a teo-cnp he mi^t lie. 

Or creased, like dogs-ears, in a folio. 

On the first marching of the troops, 

The Muses, hopeless of his pardon, "JO 

Conveyed him tmdemeath their hoops 
To a small closet in the garden. 

V«i. 67. Uoder > l(>-cup he might lie.j It Clnnot be 
doubted that Hr. Gnj, when he wrote thia, had b hii oiind the 
follawliig Unes of Prioi'i Dave, which are quoted here b; Mr, 
Hitfbrd : 

" Her keys he takes, hei door unlocks. 

Through wirdrabe and Ihiough closet bounces, 
Feepi into eiery chest and box. 
Tunii all her foibelowi and flounces." 



" I Diu-vel much, >he smiling said, 
Youi poulliy cannot yet be found : 

lies he in yonder slipper dead. 

Or, may be, in the tea-pot drowned," 
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So Rumour says: (who will, believe.) 

But that they left the door ajar. 
Where, safe and laughing in his sleeve, ^& 

He heard the distant din of war. 

Short was his joy. He little knew 
The power of magic was no faiAc ; 

Out of the window, wisk, they fiew. 

But left a spell upon the table. 80 



Ver. 80. Bui left » spell upoD the tabl*.] Fancy is here so 
much blended wilh the humour, that I believe Ihe two stanzas 
wbicb succeed this line are among those which are the least re- 
lished by the generality, 'llie description of ihe.spell, I know, 
has appeared lo many persons absolutely unintelligible j yet if 
the reader adverts to thai peculiar idea which runs through the 
Whole, 1 imagine the obscurity complained of will be renKived. 
An incident, we see, so slight as the simple mailer of fact, re- 
quired something like machinery to enliven it ; accordingly the 
Author chose, with propriety enough , to employ for that purpose 
those notions of witchcraft, ghosts, and enchantment, which 
pretailed at the time when the mansion-house was built. He 
describes himself as a demon of the lowest class, a tncfwd imji, 
mho Uantii the ileer, Stc, against whose malevolent power Lady 
Cobham (the gloriana of tlie piece) employs two superior en- 
chanlreases. Congruily of imagery, theiefore, required the card 
they left upon the table to be converted into a spell. Now at! 
the old writers on these subjects are very minute in describing 
the materials of such talismans. Hence, therefore, bit grotesque 
idea of a composition of traasparent bird-lime, edged with in- 
visible chains, in order to catch and draw hiru to the tribunal. 
Without going further for examples of this kind of imagery than 
the poet's own Works, let me instance two passages of the se- 
rious kind, »raiUr to this ludicrous one. In his Ode, entitled 
the Bard i 
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The words too eager to unriddle, 
The poet felt a strange disorder ; 

Transparent bird-lime formed the middle. 
And chains invisible the border. 

So cunning was the apparatus. 

The powerful pot-hooks did bo move him. 
That, will he, nill he, to the great house 

He went, as if the devil drove him. 

Yet on his way (no sign of grace. 
For folks in fear are apt to pray) 

To Phcebus he preferred bis cose. 

And begged his aid that dreadful day. 

The godhead would have backed his quarrel ; 

But with a blush, «n recollection. 
Owned that his quiver and his laurel 

'Gainst four such eyes were no protection. 



" Above, below, the rose of snow," &c. 
And again, in the Fatal Sistera ; 

" See the grieily lexlure grow." 
It must, however, be allowed, that do person can fully relish 
this burlesque, who is not much coDversaol with the old 
romauce-writers. and wiih the poets who formed themselvea on 
iheit model. — Mison. 

Ver. B9, Yet on his way (no sign of grace.] The humour ol 
this and the fbUawiog stanza in more pure, and consequently 
more obvious. It might have been written by Prior, uid the 
wit at the end u much in his best manner. — Mason. 
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The court was Hute, the culprit there. 

Forth from their gloomy mansions creeping. 

The lady Janes and Joans repair. 

And from the gallery stand peeping : 100 

Such as in silenue of the night 

Come (sweep) along some winding entry, 
(Styack'' has often seen the sight) 

Or at the chapel-door stand sentry : 

-In peaked hoods and mantles tarnished, lOfi 

Sour visages, enough to scare ye. 
High dames of honour once, that garnished 

The drawing-room of fierce Queen Mary. 

The peeress comes. The audience stare. 
And doff their hats with due submission : 110 

She curtsies, as she takes her chair. 
To all the people of condition. 

Ver. 99. The lady Jan«s and Joans repair.} Heie fancj is 
again uppermost, and soars as high an her comiG, as on anolher 
occasion she does on her lyric wing : for now a chorus of ghostly 
old women of quality come lo give sentence on the culptil poet, 
just as the spirits of Cadwallo, Urien, and Hwl joia the Bard in 
dreadfid symphony to denounce vei^eance on Edwaid I. The 
mate of Fancy, we see, is the same, both on the humoroDS and 
sublime occasion. No wander, therefore, if cither of Ihem 
should fail of being generally lasted. — Mabok. 

'' The housekeeper. 

Ver. IDS. In peaked hoods and mantles tuoished.] The de- 
scription is here excellent, and I should think would please uni- 
versally. — Mason. 
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The bard, with loany an artful fib. 

Had in imt^nation fenced him. 
Disproved the arguments of Squib', 1 

And all that Groom" could ui^ against him. 

But Boon his rhetoric forsook him. 
When he the solemn hall had seen ; 

A sudden fit of ague shook him. 

He stood as mute as poor Macleajie '. I 

Yet something he was heard to mutter, 
" How in the park beneath an old tree, 

(Without design to hurt the butter. 
Or any malice to the poultry,) 

He once oi twice-had penned a sonnet; I 

Yet hoped, that he might save his bacon : 

Numbers would give their oaths upon it. 
He ne'er was for a conjurer taken." 

The ghostly prudes with bagged ' foce 
' Already had condemned the sinner. 1 



' Groom of tbe chamber. 

•1 The iteward. 

• A famous bigliwayman, hanged the -week before- — G. 

This alania ia of the sort where wil tatlier Ihan fanry pre- 
riils, consequenlly much ia Prior's manner. — -Mabon. 

' Hagged, i. e. the face of a witch or hag : the epithet hagEird 
has been sometimes mistaken, as conveyii^ the same idea ; but 
i( meaoE a very different thing, viz. wild and farouche, and is 
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Hy lady rose, and with a grace — 

She amiled, and bid him come to dinner e. 

" Jesu-Maria ! Madam Bridf^, 

Why, what can the Viacountesa mean ? 

(Cried the square-hoods in wofnl fidget) 
The times are altered quite and (Jean ! 

Decomm's turned to mere civility ; 

Her sir and all her manners show it. 
Commend me to her affability ! 

Speak to a commoner and poet .'" 

[Htrijive h^TUnd itmaai ura [oil.] 

And so Ctod save our noble king. 

And guard us from long-winded lubbers. 

That to eternity would sing. 

And keep my lady from her rubbers. 



taken from an onreclaimed h&wk, called an hagtud ; in which 
U> proper lenK the poet uses it finel; on a aublime OCCiuioa : 

" Clothed in the sable garb of woe, 

W[thhagud ejes the poet itood." 

SeeOdevi.— Mabon. 
( Here the story finishes; Che eiclunBlion of the ghosts which 
fbUowB is characteristic of the Spanish maDners of the age when 
(hey are supposed to have lived ; and the five hundred stanzu, 
t£ud to be lost, may be imagined to contain the lemaindec of 
their long-winded expostulation. — Mason ■ 
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TRANSLATION 



A PASSAGE FROM STATIUS'. 

Theb. lib. vi. ver. 704—724. 

Thirs in the labours of the disc came on, 

With sturdy step and slow, Ilippomedon ; 

Artful and strong he poised the well-known weight. 

By Phlegyas warned, and fired by Mnesthens' fate. 

That to avoid, and this to emulate- . 5 

His vigorous ann he tried before he flung, 

Braced all his nerves, and every sinew strung ; 

Then, with a tempest's whirl, and wary eye. 

Pursued his cast, and hurled the orb on high ; 

The orb on high tenacious of its course, iO 

True to the mighty arm that gave it force. 

Far overleaps all bound, and joys to see 

Its ancient lord secure of victory. 

The theatre's green height and woody wall 

Tremble ere it precipitates its fall; 15 

The ponderous mass sinks in the cleaving ground. 

While vales and woods and echoing hills rebound. 

■ RfpStcr, T.T,etterir. 
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As when fima jfitna's smoking summit broke. 
The eyeless Cyclops heaved the craggy rodt ; 
Where Ocean frets beneath the dashing oar. 
And parting surges round the vessel roar ; 
'Twas theie he aimed the meditated harm. 
And scarce Ulysses 'scaped his giant arm. 
A tiger's pride the victor bore away. 
With native spots and artful labour gay, 
A shining border round the margin rolled. 
And calmed the terrors of his claws in gold. 

Cambridgt, ftfuu 8, 1736, 
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AGRIPPINA; 



DRJUf ATIB FKB80NS. 
AoRirriHA, the Einpreii-motli«r. 
NiBO, the Emperor. 

PoppsA, believed to be io lo»« with Otlta. 
Otho, » young mui of qnalitj, in lave with P^pm. 
Senica, the Emperar'a Preceptor. 
ANiciTua, Captain of the Guilds. 
DsMBTBiua, llw Cynic, friend lo Seneca. 
AcBsoNiA, Confidant to Agiippina. 

Sctfi, tke Emperar'a villa at BaUi. 

" The diBDia opena with the indignation of Agiippina, at re- 
ceiving her aon'a erien from Anicetua lo lemove from Bais, 
and to have h«r gaaid taken fnan bei. At thii time Otho 
having conveyed Poppsa Irom the honae of hei faiuband, 
BdIui Criapioua, brings her to Bain, wheie he meana to 
conceal her among the crowd ; or, if hia fraud ia diacovered, 
to have lecourae to the Emperor'a authority; but, knowing 
the lawlesa temper of Nero, he detenninea not to h>v« re- 
cODiae to that ei}>edient, but on the utmoat neceaaity. In 
the mean Ume he commita her to the caie of Anicetua, whom 
he lakea lo be hia friend, and in whose age he thinka he may 
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safely confide. Nero it not yet came to Bais ; but Seneca, 
nhom he seDils before him, infomu A^ppLna of the iccusa- 
tioD concerning Rubellius Planciui, and deures her to clear 
henelT, which ihe does briefl; ; but demandi to *ee her >on 
*rho. on hia arrival, acquita ber of all mijHdon, and rcMorei 
her to hei hoaoiui. In the mean while, Aoicetui, to whoae 
care Foppsa. bad been eatmsted by OUio, contrives the fol- 
lowing plot tomia Agrippiaa: be betrayahii trust to Otho, and 
-brii^ Nero, ai it were by chance, to the tight of [he beintiful 
Poppsea j the Emperor ii immediately ttruck with hei cbaimg, 
and the, by a feig;aed reaiatance, increasei his passion ; thou^. 
In reality, she ia from the first dauled with the prospect of 
empire, and tbrgeta Olho : ahe therefore joins with Anicetus 
in his de^ga of ruining Agrippina, vioo perceiving that it 
will be for her inlereat. Otho, hearing that the Emperor 
had seen Poppiea, ia much enraged; hut not knowing that 
this interview wa* obtained Ihroogh the treachery of Anice- 
lD5, is readily persuaded by him to see Agripplna in secret, 
and acqa^nt her with his fears that her son Nero would 
marry Poppca. Agrippina, to support her own power, and 
to wean the Emperor from the love of Foppea, gives Otho 
encouragement, and promises to support him. Anicelus se- 
cretly introduces Nero to hear their discourse ; who resolves 
inunediately'on his mother's death, and, by Anicetus's means, 
to destroy her' by drowning. A solemn feaat, in honour of 
their reconciliation, is to be made ; after which, she being to 
go by sea to Bauli, the ship ia ao -contrived as to aaJt or crush 

. her; she escapes by accident, and returns to Baira. Ju this 
interval" Otho has an interview with Foppsa; and being 

, duped a second Ume by Anicetus and her, determines to Hy 
with her into Greece, hy means of a vessel which is to be fur- 
nished by Anicetus; but he, pretending to remove Poppsa 
on board in the night, conveys her to Nero's apartment : she 
then encourages and determines Nero to banish Otho, and 
finish the horrid deed he bad attempted on bis mother. 
Anicetus undertakes to execute his resolves; and, under pre- 
■ (enca of a plot upon the Emperor's life, is sent with a guard 
to murder Agrippini, who is still at Bais in imminent fear. 
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, and irreiolDte how to conduct henelf. Tbe accoutit of her 
death, and the Emperor'i hocior and frnitleai remonc, GnishM 



Act I. — ScENB I. 
AGRIPPINA. ACEROMA. 



'Tie well, begone ! jour errand ia perform'd : 

£^Speaks a* to Anicelut entering. 
The ffleasage needs no comment. Tell your master. 
His mother shall obey him. Say you saw her 
Yielding due reverence to his high command ; 
Alone, luguarded and without a lictor, 6 

As fits the daughter of Germanicus. 
Say, she retired to Antium; there to tend 
Her -honsehold cares, a women's best em^oyment. 



■ I refer the reader to the 13th and I4th books of the Annali 
of Tacitui fbi the facta on nhich this itoty ii founded : by tum- 
iag to that author, he will easily aee hoir far the poet thoi^t it 
necesuuy to deviate from the truth of histOij. I ahall only 
further observe, that an such a ^le could not poaiibly admit of 
any ^ood character, it la terror only, and not pity, that could be 
excited by this tragedy, had il been completed. Yet it waa 
sorely capable of exciting this passion in a anpreme degree ; If, 
whit the critics tells ua be true, that crimes, which illustrious 
persons commit, affect ua from the very circumstance of their 
rank.becanacieeuiute with that our fears for the public weal. — 
Mason. 
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Whnt if you add, how she turned ptde and trembled ; 
Yon think you spied a tear stand !a her eye, 10 
And wifuld have dropped, but that her pride re- 
strained it f 
(Go ! yon can paint it wetl) 'twill profit you. 
And please the stripling. Yet 'twould daeh bis joy 
To hear the spirit of Britannicus 
Yet walks on earth : at least Uiere are ivho know Ifi 
Without a spell to raise, and bid it iire 
A thoasand haughty hearts, unused to shake 
When a boy frowns, nor to be lured with smiles 
To taste of hollow kindness, or putake 
His hospitable board: tliey are aware 20 

Of th' unpledged bowl, they lore not aconite. 



He's gone : and much I hope these walls alone 
And the mute sir are privy to your passion. 
Forgive yotfr servant's fears, who sees the danger 
AVhich fierce resentment cannot fail to raise 25 

In haughty youth, and irritated power. 

Vtt. ID. You think jmn ^H«d i tear lUnd in bet rye.] Tbii 
is uUered lonttwhat in the ^iiit of Qae«a KaUiuine's tddreu 
to Cardinal WoIkj*: 

Sir, 

I am abont to tre^ ; but thinking that 
_ We are a queen, (oi long have dreamed •o,) certain 
The danghtei of.a king, mj dnipi of lean 
I'll tarn to ipaika of lire. King Uency VIII. act i'u ic. 4. 
llie resemblance ma; appear slight; and yet it is matter of 
Aurprim to liod even ihii coincideikce of expieiBOD in ilte pride 
(if injursd innocence, and the disappointnienl ofgvilty amliilion. 
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FOXHB. 149 

AOBIPPINA. 

And clost tliou talk to me, to ma, of diui)^. 
Of haughty yonth and irritated poww. 
To her that Rave it being, her that anued 
Thin painted Jove, and tanght hia noriee hand 30 
To aim the forced bolt ; vhile he stood trembling. 
Scared at the sound, and dazaled with its IwightnessP 
" 'Tis like, thou hast forgot, when yet & stranger 
- To adoration, to the grateful iteam 
Of flattery's incense, and obsequious vows - 36 
From Tolnntary realms, a pony bc^. 
Decked with no other lustre, than the blood 
Of Agrippina's race, he lived unknown 
To fame, or fortune ; haply eyed at distance 
Some edileship, ambitious of the power 4Si 

To judge of weights and measures ; scarcely dared 
On expectation's strongest wing to soor 
High as the consulate, that empty shade 
Of long-forgotten liberty : when I 
Oped hia young eye to bear the tdaxe of greatness; 45 
Shewed hint where empire towered, and bade him 

strike 
The noble quarry. Oods 1 then trot the time 
To shrink from danger ; fear nrigbt thrai have wcun 
The mask of prudence ; but a heart Hike mine, 
A heart that glows with the pure Julian &ce, 50 
If bright ambition from her crE^igy seat 
Display the radiant prize, will mount ondaunted. 
Gain the rough heights, and grasp the dangerous 

honour. 
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Through rariona life 1 hare punaed your itepB, 
Hare teen your gonl, end wondered at its daring : 55 
Hence rise my fears. Nor am I yet to leain 
How raat the debt of gratitnde which Xero 
To such a mother owes; the world, yon gaT&him, 
Suffices not to pay the obligation. 

I well remember too (for I was present) 60 

When in a secret and dead hoar of night. 
Due aacriflce performed with barbarous rites 
Of muttered charms, and solemn invocation. 
You bade the Magi call the dreadfiil powers. 
That read fatnrity, to know the fete 95 

Impending o'er your son: their answer was. 
If the son reign, the mother perishes. 
Perish (you cried) the mother 1 reign the son 1 
He reigns, the rest is heaven's; who ofl has bade. 
Even when its will seemed wrote in lines of blood, 70 
Th' unthou|^t event disclose a whiter meaning. 
Think too how oft in weak and sickly minds 
The sweets of kindness lavishly indulged 
Rankle to gall ; and benefits too great 
To be repaid, sit heavy on the soul, , 75 

As unrequited wrongs. The willing homage 
Of prostrate Rome, the senate's joint applause. 
The riches of the earth, the train of pleasures 
That wait on youth, and arbitrary sway : 
These were your gift, and with them you bestowed 80 
The very power he liaa to be nngrotefiil. 
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Thus ever grave^and undisturbed reflection 
' Pours its cool dictates in the madding eut 
Of rage, and thinks to quench the fire it feels not. 
Say'st thou I mast he cautious, must be silent, 8u 
And tr«nbte at the phantom I hare raised ? 
Carry to him thy timid counsels. He 
Perc&ance may heed them : tell him too, that 'one 
Who had such liberal power to give, may still 
With equal power resume thut gift, and raise 90 
A tempest that shall shake her own creation . 
To its original atoms — tell me .' say 
This mighty £mperor, this dreaded hero. 
Has he beheld the glittering front of war } 
Known his soft ear the trumpet's thrilling voice, 95 
And outcry of the batttle } Have his limhs 
Sweat under iron harness ? Is he not 
The silken son of dallianoe, nursed in ease 



Vei. 82. Tbui ever grave and nndlslurbed leaection.] At 
tbia place commenced the fragment, which llie Author trans- 
mitted to his friend West, expressing his prererenve of the se- 
vealeea lines which follow,- above the rest that he had tkea 
written. There is a peculiar justness Id the inutprj employed 
in line 91, as it is taken from the sjslem of that philosophy 
which vras thea ia fashion — the Epicurean. The eipression 
" silken son of ddliance," ia line 98, is one of nhich' the Au- 
thor himself ' seems to doubt the propriety. It may perhaps, 
however, lind a partial support liom a line in the Dnnciad : 
" 1'a where tlie Seine, obsequious as she runs, 
Poun at great Bourbon's feet her lilktn ami.", 

B. iv. p. W8. 



T,Goo<^[e 



163 orax'b 

And pleasure's flowery lap ?— Bnbelliiis lives. 
And Sylla lias liie friends, thon^ acboiJed by fear 100 
Tff bow the raf^jle knee, and court the times 
Witli showB of fair obeisance ; and a call, 
Ziike mine, might serve belike to wake pretensiDUS 
Drowsier than theirs, who boast the genuine blood 
Of our imperial house. . 106 



DiA 1 not wish to cheA this dangeroos passion, 
I mi^t remind my mistreas that her nod 
Can rouse ei^t hardy l^ons, wimt to stem 
With stubborn nerves the tide, and face the rigour 
Of bleak Oermania's snows. Four, not Ie»lMrave, 110 
That in Armenia qnell the Parthian totix 
Und^ the warlike Coibnlo, by yoa 
Marked for their leader : these, by ties oonfinned. 
Of old respect and gratitude, aie yours. 
Surely the Masians too, and those of Egypt, IIS 
Have not fb^^t your sire ; the eye of Rome, 
And the Prntorian oamp have long revered. 
With customed awe, the daughter, sister, wife. 
And mother <^ their Ctesars. 



Vcr. 106. Did I Dot trbh to cbed thi* dingaoiu puMOti.] 
The ^«eeli of Agri^na, coDtiniuDg ai it did in dte Anlbot'i 
muniicript, front line B3 to tha eod pt tbe tcene, wm •duww- 
ledged to be loo long. Mr. Muoa «!« bene* iodaoed to mske 
M iDtcmptioii, hj adtptii^ some puts of it to the character of 
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Ha ! by Juno, 
It bears a aobla mnblance. On this base 120 

iij great revenge shall rise; or say we sound 
The tmn^ of liberty ; there will not wantj 
Even in the servile senate, ears to o\ra 
Her Bpirit-stirring voice; Soranus there. 
And Cassius ; Vetns too, and Tbrasea, 125 

Minds of the antique ca^, rough, stubborn souls. 
That struggle with the yoke. How shall the spark 
Unquenchable, that glows within their breasts. 
Blaze into freedom, when the idle herd 
(Slaves from the wOmb, created but to stare, 130 
And bellow in the Circus) yet will start. 
And shake them at the name <tf liberty. 
Stung by a senseleos word, a vain tradition. 
As there were magic in it? Wrinkled beldams 
Teach it their grandchildren, as somewhat rare 135 
That andently appeared, but when, extends 
Beyond their chronicle— oh ! 'tis a cause 
To arm the hand of childhood, and rebrace 
The slackened sinews of time-wearied age. 

Yes, we may meet, nngratefiil hay, we may ! 140 
Again the buried genius of <dd Rome 
Shall from the dust ujnrear his reverend head. 



Ver. HI. Again the buii«d(eniui of old Borne.] 
" Bdim'i Biident gvniu o'ei its raiiu spiead. 
Shakes off the doit, and rMrt hii riitertiid head.' 
Pope'i £auy on Ciiticinn, t 
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Itoiued by the shout of millioiu: there before 

His high tribunal thou and I appear. 

Let majesty sit on thy awful Jjtow, 145 ' 

And lighten from thy eye : around thee call 

The gilded swarm that wantons in the sunshine 

Of thy full fevour ; Seneca be thtse 

In gorgeous phrase of laboured eloquence 

To dress thy plea, and Burrhus strengthen it 159 

With his plain soldier's oath, and honest seeming. 

Against thee, liberty and Agrippina : 

The world, the prize ; and ^r befall the victors. 

But soft! why do I waste the fruitless hours 
In threats unexecuted? Haste thee, fly 155 

These hated walls that seem to mock my shanie. 
And cast me forth in duty to their l<a^ 

agbhonia. 
"Tis time to go, the sun is high advanced. 
And, ere mid-day, Neio will come to Baiee. 



My thought aches at him ; not the basilisk 
More deadly to the sight, than is to me 



Ver. 148. Seoeca be there, &c.] Tacitii 

thus speaks of the tna favourites here mentioned. " Hi rectore 
imperatoriB! jnventffi. et pari in aocielate potenliic, coocordn 
diversik arte, ex vqua pollebant. Burnu mililaribus cviia, < 
sevetitate morum : Stntea pneceptia eloquenli^e, et comital 
hmen^." — Taciti Annales, »iii. c. 2. 
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The eooL injuritnta eye of frozen kindness. 
I vill not meet its pcdsoa Let bim feel 
Before he sees me. 

ACERONIA. 

Why then stays my sorereignj 



Yes. I will be gone, 105 
But not to Antium-Hill shall be confessed, 
Whate'er the frivolous tongne of giddy fame 
Has spread among the crowd; things, that but whts- 

Have arched the hearer's l»roWj utd riveted 

His eyes in fearful ecstasy: no matter 170 

What; Bo't be strange, and dreadful.— Sorceries, 

Assassinations, poisonings— the deeper 

My guilt, the blacker his ingratitude. 

And you, ye manes of ambition's victims, 
£nshrined Claudius, with the pitied ghosts 175 

Of the Syllani, doomed to early death, 
(Ye unavailing horrors, iVuitless crimes !) 
If from the realms of night my voice ye hear. 
In lieu of penitence, and vaia remwse. 
Accept my vengeance. Though by me ye bled, 180 
' He was the cause. My love, my fears for him. 
Dried the soft springs of pity in my heart. 
And froze them up with deadly cruelty. 
Yet if your injured shades demand my &te. 
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If murder cries for murder, blood for blood, 185 
Xiet me not fail alone ; but ousli Us pride, 
Aad ank tbe tmitor in his mother's nun. 

^Exeunt. 



OTHO, POPP^A. 
OTBO. 

Thiu &r we're safe- Thanka to the rosy queen 
Of amorous thefts : and bad her wanttm sou 
Xient us bis wings, we could not have b^;uiled 190 
With more elusive qieed the dazzled s^ht 
Of wakeful jealousy^. Be gay securely ; 
Dispel, my fair, with smiles, the timorous cloud 
That hangs on thy clear brow. So Helen locked. 
So her white neck reclined, so was she borne 185 
By the young Trojan to hie gilded bark 
W|th fond reluctance, yielding modesty. 
And oft rererted eye, aa if she knew not 
Whether she fieered, or wished to be pursued. 



" The Britaniucn* of M. IUeiii«, 1 know, wrb one of Mr. 
Gn.j't inoBt favourite plays; and the adioiralile meoner in 
which I have heaidhiiasay that he uw it lepreseated alPaiu^, 
leeiDsto have led him to cboose the death of Agiippina for this 
his fin! and only effort in the drtrna. The execution of it aho, u 
far u it goes, is so veiymnch in Bacine'i taste, thu I snivel, if 

b By Mademoiselle Dumesnil. 
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tfaU great poet hEid been born an EnglishniBii, he would luTe mit- 
Mn piecnely in the same style uid mauaei, HoireTer, ai there 
it at present in this natiaa a general prejudice agtinst declama- 
tory plaji, I agree with a learned friend, who perused the ma- 
nuscript, that this fr^ment will be little lelished b; the man; ) 
yet ^e admirable atrokea of nature and character with which it 
•bounds, and tiie m^esty of its diction, prerent me frnm with- 
holding from the few, who I expect will relish it, so great a cu- 
rioaity (to call it nothing more) u part of a tragedy written by 
' Mr. Gray. These penons well Inow, tliat till ttylc and senti- 
ment be a little more regarded, mere action and passion will 
neur secure reputation to the author, whatever they may do to 
the actor. It is the business of the one " to strut and fret his 
hour upon the stage ;" and if he frets and struts enough, he is 
sure to Gad his reward in the plaudit of an upper gallery ; but 
the other ought to have some regard to the coaler judgment of 
the closet ; for I will be bold to say, that if Sbakspeare himself 
had not wrilteD a multitude of passages which please Ibere as 
much as they do on the stage, his reputatiou would not ituid so 
univeisallj high as it does at present. Many of these passages, 
to the shame of our theatrical taste, are omitted constantly in 
the repreaentalion : bat I say not this from conviction that the 
mode of writing, which Mr. Gray pursued, is the best for dra- 
matic purposes. I think myself, what I have asserted else- 
where*, that a medium between the French and English taste 
would be preferable to either ; and yet this medium, if hit with 
the greatest nicety, would fail of success on our theatre, and 
that for a rery obvious reason. Aclois (I speak of the tmop 
collectively) must all learn to speak as well as act, in order to 
do justice to siK^ a drama.'^ — Mason. 

NotwithBtanding the general resemblance between the above 
fragment and tbe tragedy of Bocine, there occur scarcely any 
direct parallelisms of expression. Tbt only passage in the 
French play vrorth referring to in this view, is the speech of 
Agrippina, begitudi^ " Ah Ton s'eSarct," in tbe third scen« of 
the third act. 



' S» Letters prefixed to EIFrida, pailicularly Letter 11. 
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HYMN TO IGNORANCE; 

A FRAGMENT. 

Hail, horrors, hail! ye ever gloamy bowers. 

Ye gothic fanes, snd antiquated towers. 

Where rushy Camua' slowly-winding flood 

Perpetual draws his humid train of mud : 

Glad I rerisit thy neglected reign, 5 - 

Oh tske me to thy peaceful shade again. 

But diiefly thee, whose influence breathed from high 

Augments the native darkness of the slcy ; 

Ah, Ignorance! soft salutary power! 

Prostrate with filial reverence I adore. 10 

Thrice hath Hyperion rolled his annual race. 

Since weeping I forsook thy fond embrace. 

Oh say, successful dost thou still opp<He 

Thy leaden Eegis 'gainst our ancient foes? 

Still stretch, teoacioos of thy right divine, 15 

The massy sceptre o'er thy slumbering line? 

And dews Lethean through the land dispense 

To steep in slumbers each benighted sense? 

If any spark of wit's delusive ray 

Break out, and flash a momentary day, 20 

Ver. 19. If any spark of wit's delusive ray.] Ad eipresaon 
somevhat similar occurs in the Dundad ; 

" WIl shoots ia vain its momenlarj fires ; 
The meteor drops, aad in a flash expires." 

Book iv. ver. 633, 
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POBUB. 160 

With damp, cold toncb forbid it to aspiK, ^ 
And hnddle up in fogs the dangeroos fire. 

Oh Bay— she hears me not, but, careless grown. 
Lethargic nods upon her ebon throne. 
Goddess! awake, arise, alas my fears! 25 

Can powers immortal feel the force of years? 
Not thus of old, with ensigns wide unfurled, 
- She rode triumphant o'er the vanquished w<tfld; 
Fierce nations owned her unresisted might. 
And all was ignorance, and all was night. 30 

Oh! sacred age! Oh! times for ever lost! 
(The schoolman's glory, and the churchman's boast.) 
For ever gone — yet still to fancy new. 
Her rapid wings the tronscieat scene pursue. 
And bring the buried ages back to view. 35 

High on her car, behold the grandam ride 



Ver. S7. Not thni of aid, niih enngns wide unfurled.] We 
bere fullj diacover the identity of our Author's peraonificaliaa 
with the goddess of the Dunces, and the extent of Iheir power is 
described in laugu^e sontewhat similiu' : 

" See, round the poles, where keener spangles shine, 
Where apices smoke beoealh ihe baming line, 
(Earth's wide eitremes,) ber sable flsg displayed ; 
Aod all the nations covered in her shade!" 

Dunciad, book iii. 61. 



" Thus, at her fell approach, and secret 
Art after ait goes on), and all is night." 
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UJce old Sesostris with barbaric pride ; 

• " * a team of Iwmessed monarclis bend. 



Ver. 37. Uke olJ Sesoatris with barbario pride.] The fbllon- 
iog line* are pointed out by Mi. Milfbrd in tbb place : 
" S«sintiu-1ike, inch charioteers ai theie 
Uaj' drin >ix hamefted ntaaartlit V ttiejr ^cuc" 

Tout^'t Love of Fame, Sat. v. 
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THE ALLIANCE 



EDUCATION AND GOVERNMENT; 
A FRAGMENT*. 



Ovn mf (i£ AiJov yc rov »XAo9ot>n< ^Xofiic. 
Thioc. Id. i 



Aa aiclily plants betray a niggard earth. 
Whose barren bosom starres her generous biftb, 

■ Mi. Gibbon ba» exprcned bii opinicm of thu Poem of our 
Autboi in ihe fbllowiog eicUmitioD of r^ret. If there ix any 
cenauic implied ia the question, it ii to be feared that Mr. IGt- 
fbrd'a remarks will not obviate it. 

" Inslead of com^Hlliiic tables of cbnmolog; asd oatund his- 
tory, why did not Mr. Giaj apply the powers of his geoLiu to 
finish the Philosophic Poem, of which he has left us such aa 
exquisite qiecimen f— Dad. and Fall, vol. iii. p. 248. 4to. ed. 

Vei. 1. As sickly plants betray a oiggaid eaith.J If any co- 
pies of this Essay would have authorised me to have made an 
alteration in the disposition of the lines, I would, lor the sake of 
penpiciuty, have priated the first twelve in the following man- 
ner i because I think the poclry vroufd not hava been in Ihe 
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Sot genial wannth, nor genial juice retains. 
Their roots to feed, and fill their verdant veins: 
And as in climes, where Winter holds his reign, 6 
The soil, though fertile, will not teem in rain. 
Forbids her gems to swell, her shades to rise. 
Nor trusts her blossoms to the churlish skies : 
So draw mankind in rain the vital airs, 
Unfwmed, unfriended, by those kindly cares, 10 
That heahh and vigour to the soul impart. 
Spread the young thought, and warm the opening 

So fond InBtnicti<m on the growing powers 

Of nature idly lavidies her stores. 

If equal Justice with unclouded &ce 16 

Smile not indulgent on tlie rising race. 

And scatter with a free, though frugal hand. 

Light golden showers of plenty o'er the land : 

leait hurt by auch a tiuispositiDn, (tnd ibe poet's meaning would 
bHve been mucb more readily perceived. I put them down here 
for that puipou : 

Ai nekly [danti betray a niggard esrtfa, 

Whose barren boMm atairea her getietaiu birtb. 

Nor genial warmth, nor genial juice retains 

Theii roots to feed, and SH their rerdaat veins : 

So draw mankind in vain the vital ain, 

Unfarmed, unfriended by those Und]y cares. 

That health and vigour to the soul impart, 

Spread the joung thought, and warm the apening heart. 

And as in climes, where Winter hfddi his reign. 

The soil, though fertile, will not teem in vaia, 

Forbids her gems to swell, her shades to rise, 

Nor trusts her blossoms to the churlish sliien : 

So fond Initmction, &c. Mason. 
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But Tyranny haa fixed her empire there, 

To check their tender hopes with chilling fear, 90 

And blast the bhwmii^ promise of the year. 

This spacions animated scene surrey, 
BVom where the rolling orb, that ^ves the dfiy. 
His sable sons with nearer course surrounds 
To either pole, and life's remotest bounds, 25 

How rude so e'er th' exterior form we find, 
Howe'er opinion tinge the varied mind. 
Alike to all, the kind, impartial Heaven 
The sparks of truth and happiness has given: 
With sense to feel, with memory to retain, 90 

They follow pleasure, and they fly frota pain ; 
Their judgment mends the plan their &ncy draws, 
Th' event presages, and explores the cause ; 
The soft returns of gratitude they know. 
By fraud elude, by force repel the foe ; 35 



Vcr. S4. His wble kiiu wiih neaier course suinnmdi.] Ho- 
IBM htu cbmctcnzed the regions of the BDalh in t, simitir 

. .^ — -■ ---Sub curru qimium prttptngui 

Solis. lib.i. Od.22. 

Ver. S7. Howe'er opinioo tioge the varied mind.] It is poi~ 
sible that the mere mention of opiaion recalled to the Author's 
mind a couplel in the " Eraay on M&n," which for beaaly of 
im^ery, and sedate harmony of Tersificatign, has leldom been 
equalled. It is in reference to the trifles which form the bnsi- 
seia of human life that the Poel speaks: 

" Meanwhile c^inion gilds, with Tarjiog raja, 
Those painted clouds that beautiff our days." 

Ep. ii. 383. 
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While mutual wishea, mutual wOes endeflr 
The social smile and ey mpathetic tear. 

Say, theUj tbrougli ages by what iate confined 
To different climes seem different souk Bssigned? 
Here measured laws and philosophic eaae 40 

Fix, and improve the polished arts of peace; 
There Industry and Gain their vigils keep. 
Command the winds, and tame th' unwilling deep : 
Here Force and hardy deeds of blood prevail ; 
There languid Pleasure sigh's in every gale. 45 

Oft o'er t^e trembling nations from a&r 
Has Scythia breathed the living cloud of war j 



Ver. 36. while mutual wishes, mutual noes endeu.] Th« 
Deity, in Ihe Uagnage of the poel already alluded to, 
" On mutuuf wants built nwtuai hapjUtteM." 

Eisay DD Man, Ep. iii. 112. 
" Wants, frailties, passioni, closer still ally 
The common intereat, aotl endear the tie." 

Ep. >i.3S3. 
Ver. 47. Has Scjthia breathed the living cloud of war.] Hie 
most celebrated of the early imiplioDs of the Scytliiaos into the 
neighbouring countries is that under the conduct of Madyes, 
about the year of the creation 3360, when they broke into Aaia, 
(luring the leign of Cyaiares, king of the Medes, and conqueror 
of the Assyrians, plundered it at discretion, and kept poswssioD 
of it during twenty-eight years. Many sncceasire iocuisions, 
attended with every kind of desolation, are enamer>.ted by his- 
torians; particolarly those, in A.D. 252, during the reign of 
Callus and Volusianus, and in 261, under that of Gailienus. 
Under the Greek emperors also, to mention only the years 1053 
and 1191, it appears that the Scythians still continued their ac- 
customed iBvages. In later times, the like spirit of sodden and 
destructive inTSsion has constantly prevailed ; and these same 
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And, wliere the deluge burst, with Bweepy sway 
Their arms, their kings, their gods were rolled away. 
As oft have issued, host impelling ho«t, 50 

The blue-eyed myriads from the Baltic coast. 
The prostrate South to the destroyer yields 
Her boosted titles, and her golden fields : 
With grim delight the brood of Winter view 
A brighter day, and heavens of azure hue ; 55 

Scythinni, under their modern name of Tartars, have, U dif- 
ferent periods, over-run Asia, aod even lome parts of Europe : it 
is BufEcieDt, on this point, to recall lo the reader*! menuH^ tha 
name of Oingis-Chan, OctaV, and Tamerlane. — Maion. 

Vei. SO. As oft have issued, host impelling host.] Mr. Mit- 
ford quotes from Thomson's IJbertji : 

" Hence manj a people, fierce with freedom rushed 

From the rude iron regions of the north 

To lihyan deserts. iH>arn protnidmg iwanu." iv. 603. 
Ver. 61. The blue-eyed myriads from the Baltic coast.] The 
different nations of GermaSB, who inhabited or hordcred oa this 
coast, have been always distii^uished by their various emigra- 
tions in search of a better soil and climate, and of a more com- 
modioui settlement. The reader will readily recollect the ex- 
pedition of the Teutones. who joined the Cimbri, when ihey in- 
vaded the Roman territories to the nnited amount, it is said, of 
300,000 fighting men ; the many inroads of the Germans bla 
Gaul, under Ihe conduct nf Ariovistu:< ; and ihe Dumetons ir- 
ruptions, into llie Roman empire, of the Snevi, the Goths, the 
Vandals, and lastly of the Lombards ; most of which nations 
came originally from the coaats here mentioned. The epithet 
" blue-eyed" exhibits a distinguishing feature of Ihe ancient 
Germans; and is particularly remarked by Tacitus and Juvenal. 
" Truces et cierulei oculi," observes the former, " de Popnl. 
German." cap. 4. ; and Ihe latter, " Csrula quia slupnit Ger- 
man! luminal Sat. 13. ver. 164.— MisoN, 
Ver. 54. With giim delight the brood oF Winter view.] it 
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Scent the new fragntnce of the breathing rose. 
And quaff the pendent Vintage as it grows. 
Ihvnid of the yoke, and pliant to the rod. 
Why yet does Asia dread a monarch's nod. 
While European Freedom still withstands 6 

Th' encroaching tide that drowng her lessening 

And sees far off, with an indignant groan, 
Her native plains, and empires once her own ? 
Can opener skies and suns of fiercer flame 
O'erpower the fire, that animates our frame j 6 
As lamps, that shed at ere a cheerful ray. 
Fade and expire beneath the eye of day ? 



nn; cot be improper here, after admiriag the noble vein of 
poetical eipreiuon and ima^iy which adorns this desctipllon, 
to relate an incident in itself curious, which shows the propriety 
of it. The Normuis, who came origiDally from Norway and 
Scaadinavis, having, liUr a cenlury of larages, settled them- 
selves in NeuBlria, (aince caDed Normand;,) in 913, were in- 
vited into the sanlhem parts of Italy, in the jear 1018, by 
Gaimaj, prince of Salerno. The ambassadors, hy his particular 
direction, carried with them a quantity of citrooa, and of othet 
rare fruits, ai the most Coring proof of the mildness of the 
climate. He thought (and the event showed he was right in 
thinking so) that this " brood of winter," delighted irith the 
taste and fragrance of these delicacies, would the more readily 
consent to his proposal. [See Leo Ostiensis in his " Cbron. 
Cassin," and Petavius, " Bationarium Temp." pars. prim. lib. 
viii.] Mr. Oray's judginenl, in what remains to us of this Essay, 
11 very remarkable. He borrows from poetry his imagery, his 
nmiles, und his eipresuonsi but his thoughts are taken, as the 
nature of the poem requires, from history and observation. — 
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Need we Ut^ iufiuesce of the nortlieni gtar 

To string our nervee and steel onr hearts to war t 

Andj where the face of Nature knghs aroond, 70 

Must Bickeniiig Virtue fly tlie tainted ground? 

Unmanly thought I what seasons can controul. 

What fancied zone can circumscribe the soul. 

Who, consdions of the source fr<n& whence she sprii^a. 

By Reason's light, tm Resolution's wings, 75 

Spite of her firail companion, dauntless goes 

O'er Lybia's deserts and through Zembla's snows? 

She bids each slumbering energy awake. 

Another touch, another temper take. 

Suspends th' inferior laws that rule our clay : 80 

The stubborn elements confess her sway ; 

Their little wants, their low desires, refine. 

And raise the mortal to a height divine. 

Not but the human fabric from the birth 
Imbibes a flavour of its parent earth : 85 

As various tracts enfto-ce a various toil. 
The manners speak the idiom of their soil. 
An iron-race the mountain-difis maintain. 
Foes to the gentler genius of the plain : 
For where unwearied sinews must be found 90 

With side-long plough to quell the flinty ground. 



Vet. 91. With ude-Iong plougli to quell the Bbt; ground.] 
SoCioldunith'Bbinljpeuaatof tbe Alps: 

'* DriTei bis Tenlaioiu ploughihare to tbe Uiep, 

Or tecki the den, where uum-tiBcki maik the way. 
And dngt the strnggHng laragc into da;." 

TnTcller. 



^■i hv Google 



108 OBAT'S 

To tarn the torrent's Bwift-deacendjiig flood. 
To brave the savage rushing from the wood. 
What wonder^ if, to patient valour trained. 
They guard with spirit, what by strength they gained? 
And while their rocky ramparts round they see, 96 
The rough abode of want and liberty, 
(As lawless force from confidence will grow,) 
Insult the plenty of the vales below ? 
What wonder, in the sultry climes, that spread 100 
Where Nile redundant o'er his summer-bed 
From his broad bosom life and verdure flings. 
And broods o'er E^ypt with his watery wings. 
If with adventnrons oar and ready sail 
The dusky people drive before the gale ; 105 

Or on frail floats to neighbouring cities ride, 
• That rise and glitter o'er the ambient tide 



Ver, 103. And bioodi o'er Egjpt with his iraCer; nings.] 
Tla image sctnu to be taken from the figure of Jupiiei PluTios, 
a« represented on the Antonine Hilar. But the whole passage 
rises to a height beyond the powers either of sculpture or paint- 
ii^ to asceod. The critic would, with difficulty, End any de- 
scription in antiquity which exceeds this in point of true sub- 
limity. — MiSOK, 

Ver. 105. The du^y people drive before the gale.] 
" And where in pomp tht tun-bumt jieopie ride 
On painted barges, o'er the teeming tide." 

Diyden's Virgil, Otoig. iv. 409. 

Ver, 107, Thai rise and glitter o'er the ambient tide.] The 
forefoing accoonl of th& river Nile, while it is embellished with 
■11 the giMes oF descriptioli, is given at the same time id exact 
conformity to truth tuid reality; as the reader will obseive from 
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the JoDowii^ cilatian : " Le Nil portoit pu tout la f^coDditu 
avec MS esuz aalntures, nninoit lea viUei entra elles, et la 
granda Mer avec la Mer lUuge, entretenoit le commerce aa 
dedans et au deluire dn royaume, et le brIiBoit contre I'enmmi : 
de lorte qu'il itoit tout ememble et le noiiTncier, et le defeniear 
de I'EgTpte. On lid abaodonnoit la cimpagne : mau lea villes. 
rehauss£ea avec des tiavaui immenses, et a'tlevant comme dea 
ilea au milieu dea eaui, regaidoient avec joie de cette bavteoi 
tonte la pluoe inond^ et tout enaemble ferliliii^e par le Nil." — 
Bonuet, Diac. aur I'Hiat. tnni. part. — MAaoH. 



Od caiefiill; leviewing the acattered papen ia praae, irhich 
Mi. Oiay writ, «a hint* for bii own use in the prosecuCiDn of 
tbii Work, I thiok il best to fonn pact of them into a kind of 
CommeDiiry ; they will serve greaUj to elucidate (bb far rs 
they go) the method of hia reuomns. — Mabon. 

COMMENTARY. 

The Author's) subject being (aa we have seen) Thi neetttai^ 
AUiaaet bettcam a gaud Form of Gotemtiunt and a good Mode of 
Edtteotiim, in order Id pradnci th* Happineu of MatJdnd, Ibe 
Poem opeoa with two similes ; an uncommon kind of ejotdium : 
but which, I suppoae, the Poet intentionally chose, to intimate 
the anali^cal method he meant to puraue in hia subsequent rea- 
■aiiings. First, he afserts that men without educatioo are like 
uckly plants in a cold or barren bchI, (Une 1 to S, and B to 12 ;) 
and secondly, he compares them, when unblest with a just and 
well-refulated govenunent, to plants that will not blossom oi 
bear fruit in an unkindly ftnd inclement air, (line S to 9, and 
13 to 22.) Having thus Isid down the two propositions he 
meani to prove, he begins by eiamining into the characteristics 
which (taking a genersl view of maokind) all men have in 
common one with another, (line 22 to 39 ;) they covet pleasure 
and avind pain, (line 31 ;) they feet gratitude for benefits, (liae 
34 ;) they deaire to avenge wrongs, which they effect either by 
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faict 01 cntming, (liae 3S they u* linked to Mcb olbor bj 
their comnuiD feelii^, uid puticipata io aanow and in Joy, 
(lira 36, 37.) If then ill the liamui specio »grte in ao many 
moral paiticolan, whence aiues the diienil; of naiioual cha- 
ncten 1 Tlii* queation the poet pati at line 38, and dilate* apon 
it to line 64. Why, Myi he, have aome nations shewn a pro- 
pensity to commerce and industry ; others to war and rapine ; 
stheis to ease and pleasured (line 42 to 46.) Why have the 
northern people overspread in all ag«a, aod prevailed over the 
southern T (lira 46 to B6.) Why hai .\na been, time out of 
mind, the seat of despotism, and Europe that of freedmn ? (tine 
64 to 64.) Are we from these instances to imagine men neces- 
sarily enslaved to the inconvemencies of the cUmate where they 
were boml (Hne 64 to 72.) Or are we not rather to auppoae 
there is a natural strei^th in the hnman mind, that ia able to 
vanquish and break through them t (line 72 to 84.) It is con- 
fessed, however, that jnen receive an early tinctuie from the 
utualion ihey are placed in, and the climate which produces 
them, (line 84 to 88.) Thui the inhabitants of the mountains, 
innred to labour and patience, are naturally trained to war, 
(lira B8 to 96;) while chose of the plain are mote open to any 
attack, and wflened by ease sod plenty, (lbe96to 99.) Agftia, 
the .Algyptianii, from the nature of tlieir aitualion, might be the 
of home navigation, from a necessity of keeping up an 
e between their towns during the inundations of the 
Nile, (line 99 to • • •-) Those persons would naturally have 
the Gnt turn to commerce who Inhabited a bairen coast like the 
Tyrians, and were persecuted by some neighbouring tyraal ; or 
were drove to take refuge on some shoaK like the Venetian 
and Hollander ; their discovery of some rich island, in the in- 
laDcyof the world, described. Hke Tartar, hardened to war by 
his rigoroDi climate and pastoral lite, and by bis disputes for 
water and herbage In a cooatiy wltlumt laod-maiks, as also by 
skirmishes between bis rival clans, was coosequently fitted to 
conquer hii rich southern neighbours, whom ease and luxury 
had enervated : yet this is no proof that liberty and valour may 
nut eiiit in southern climes, since the Syrians and Cuthaginians 
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gave noble initance* of both ; and thtt ArabUiu curied thdr 
CODquGBts Bi bi u the Ttrten. Borne ilio (for many ceDtnriea)- 
repulsed those very natiaiii, •rhich, <rh«a the grew weak, ml 
length demolisbed her exteDtive empira'*. • ■ • 



* The reader will pereMve that the Cominentary goes further 
thaa the text. The reason foi which ii, that tiie Edilor found 
it so on the paper (itna whic^ he formed that comment j and as 
the thougliti aeeined to bo those which Mr. Gray would have 
next graced with the harmonj of hia nnmben, he held it beat to 
give them in continuation. There are other maxims on diArcBt 
paperi, til apparently relating to the lame subject, whid aie 
too excellent to be lost ; thera Iherefbre (as the pUee in which 
he meant to employ them cannot be ascertained) I shall sub- 
join to this ncte, under the title of detached sentiment*. 

" Man is a creature not capable of cnlcivating his mind but 
in society, and in that only where he is not a slave to the ce- 
cesnUesoflife. 

' ' Want is the mother of the inferior arts, but Ease thai of the 
finer ; as eloquence, policy, morality, poetry, sculpture, paint- 
ing, architecture, which are the improvements of the former. 

" The climate inclines some natioBB to conlemplatiDn and 
pleasure : others lo hardship, action, and war; but not so as to 
incapacitate the former for courage and discipline, or the latter 
far civility, politeness, and works of genius. 

" It is the proper work of cdncation and government uijiled 
to redress the faults that arise from the soil and air. 

"The principal drift of education should be to m^e men 
think in the northern climates, and net in the southern. 

" The different steps and degrees of education may be com- 
pared to the artificer's opentions npon marble ; it is one thing 
lo dig it out of the quarry, and another to sqnare it j lo give it 
gloss and lustre, call forth every beautiful spot and vein, shape 
it into a column, or ammate it into a statue. 

' To a native of free and happy governments his country is 

always dear; 
He lovei his old hereditary trees." Cowlev. 
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wUU tht mbject of a tTrut hw na cvantr; ; he ii UwreftHW 
■elfid and bue-mindcd ; he hw no fimily, do posterity, do 
dean of %me ; or, if he hu, of one that turat nol on it> proper 

" Any aatian that wants public spirit, neglects .education, 
ridicules the desire of fame, and even of virtne and reuon, must 
be ill.gDicmed. 

" Conunerce chaises entirely the fate and genius of natious, 
hy conunonicating arts and opinions^ circulating money, and m- 
trodocing the material! of luxury ; she first opens and polishei 
the mind, tbeo comipta and enerrates both that and the body. 

" Thou inraaioni of effeminate Bouthem nations by the 
warlike northern pei^e, seem (in spite of all the lerror, nuschjef, 
and igikoiance which they brought with (hem) (o be neceasaiy 
evils ; in order to revive the spirit of mankind, loftened and 
broken by the arts of commerce, to restore them to their native 
liberty and equality, and to give them again the power ofsup- 
potting danger and hardship ; so a cornel, with all the horrors 
that attend it as it pasKS through our system, briogi a supply of 
warmth and light to the sun , and of moisture to the air. 

" The doctrine of Epicurus is ever ruinous to society : it had 
its rise when Greece was declining, and perhaps hastened iti 
dissolution, as also that of Rome ; it is now propagated in 
Frooce ood in England, and seems likely to produce the same 
effect in both. 

"Ooeprincipalchaj'acteruticofviceia the present age is th« 
contempt of fame, 

" Many are the uses of good fame to a generous mind: it ei- 
teitds our existence and example into future ages; continues 
and propagates virtue, which otherwise would be as short-lived 
as our frame ; and prevents the prevalence of vice in a genera- 
tion rarm corrupt evea than out own. It is impossible to con- 
quer that natnial desire we have of being remembared ; even 
criminal ambiliou and avarice, the most aelEth of all paawms. 
would wish to leave a name behind them." 

Thus, with alt the attention thai a connoisseur in painting 
employi in collecting every slight outline as well as finished 
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drawing nhieh led to the completion o( lome capital jNCtuce, I 
have endeivoored lo preierve every fragment of this great 
poetical design. It lurely deserved this care, as it wu one of 
the noblest which Mr. Gray ever attempted ; and alio, a* far 
ax he carried it into execution, the most exquiutely finiahed. 
That he carried it no furtlier is, aad must ever be, a most sen- 
sible loas to the republic of letters. — Mason. 
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STANZAS 

TO MR. BENTLEY"; 

A FRAGMENT. 

In silent gaze the tuneful choir among. 

Half pleased, half bluahing, let the Muse admire. 

While Bentley leads her sister-art along. 
And bids the pencil answer to the lyre. 

See, in their course, each transitory thought & 

Fixed by his touch a lasting essence take; 
Each dream, in fancy's airy calonring wrought 



To local symmetry and life awake ! 



* These Udgi were « 
who hftd dmigned mnne 
in particular a heod-fHece to the luag Slory. That tbe pue- 
gjric ma; not be thought eiceuive, Mr. Maam haa mfonned 
ni, thai the original drawings, which were long preserved with 
care at Strawberry Hill, were infinilelj superior to the pub- 
lished engravings ot them : so much so, that he who had onlj 
seen the latter, could bjno meanii judge of the excellence of th« 
former. To coafirTii this statement, it should be remembered, 
that fur the sake of one of these designs, Mr^ Grm; wu content 
to risk his poetical credit by the publication of the Long Stoiy. 
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He tardy rbymu that lued to linger on. 

To CenBure cold, and negligent of Fame, 1( 

In swifter measures animated nm. 

And catch a lustre from his genuine flame- 

Ah! could they catch hie strength, his easy grace. 
His quick creation, his unerring line; 

The energy of Pope they might efface, U 

And Dryden's harmony submit to mine. 

But not to one in this beni^ted age 

Is that dirin^ inspiration given. 
That burna in Sbakspeare's or in Milton's page. 

The pomp and prodigality of heaven. 9 

As when conspiring in the diamond's blaze. 
The mean^ gems that singly charm the si^t. 

Together dart their intermingled rays, 
And dazsle with a luxury of light. 

Enough for me, if to some feeling breast 2 

My lines a secret sympathy ' impart";' 

And as their pleasing influence ' flows contest,' 
A sigh of soft reflection ' heaves the heart.' 



Ver. 10. To Cenmre cold, and ne^ent of Fame.] 
" Carelen of ctraun, not too fond otfamt." 

Pope's Etsaj on Criticiun, p. 699. 
^ A coTDcr of Ihe Author's manuscript being here torn off, Mr. 
Hason has enduvoured to fill up the chasm bjr the vordi 
printed in inverted commas. 
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VICISSITUDE". 

Now the gdden Mom aloft 

Waves her dew-bespan^ed wing, 
With vermil cheek, and whisper snft 

She wooes the tardy Sfaing : 
Till April starts, and calls around 
The sleeping frsgnutce from the ground ; 
And li^tly o'er the living scene 
Scatters hia freshest, tenderest green. 



> Thia Poem, left aDfiniBhed bj the Author, is given with the 
additiom of Mr. Mason printed in inveited commai. That in- 
genioiu editor wei aniited in hii atCempt to complele the an- 
ginal deugTi, by finding the following h«|ly note among Mr. 
Gti.j'i papen : " Coutnut between the wiatei put and the 
coming spring. Joj owing to the Ticinitiide,< — Many who 
nevei feel the delight. — Sloth.— Envy. — Ambition. How much 
happier the nu^c, who feelj it, though he knowa not how." 

I have heard Mr. Gray say, that M. Gieaset's " Epitie i ma 
Socut" (aee hia works in the AmBleidaia edition, 1748, p. ItlO.) 
gave him the firal idea of this Ode j and whoever compares it 
with the French poem, will find some slight traits of lewm- 
blance, but chiefljf in our Author's aeventh stania, — Mason. 
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New-born flockiii in nittic dance, 

Fri^ng ply their feeble fe<A ; 10 

Forgetful of their wintry trance. 
The birds his presence greet : 
' But chief, the sky-lark warUe* hi|^ 
Hig trembling thrilling ecsusy ; 
And, lessening from the dazzled sight, 15 

Melts into air and liqitid light. 

Rise, my soul! on wii^ of fire. 

Rise the rapturmut ckoir among ; 
Hark! 'tis Nature strikes the lyre. 

And leads the general song : 90 

' Warm let the lyric traiHport flow. 
Warm, as the ray that Uds jt glow ; 
And animates the remal grove 
With health] with harmony, and love.' 

Yesterday the sullen year S5 

Saw the snowy whirlwind fly ; 
Mute was the music of the air, 

The herd stood drooping by : 
Their raptures now that wildly flow. 
No yesterday, nor morrow know; 30 

'Tis man alone that joy descries 
With forward, and reverted eyea. 

Ver. 31. Tb mail «loa« that jo; deKriu.} Mr. Mitfocd htrt 
refers te a punge in Hunlel : 

" Knee he that made ui with such luge dUconne, ' 
Looking befon and »fter." 
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Smiles on past MiBfortune'B brow 

Soft Reflection's hand can trace ; 
And o'er the cheek of Sorrow throw 35 

A melancholy grace ; 
While Hope prolongs our happier hour, ' 
Or deepest shades, tliat dimly lower 
And blacken round our weary way, 
Oilds with a gleam of distant day. 40 

Still, where rosy Pleasure leads, 

See Bk kindred Grief pursue ; 
Behind the steps that Misery treads, 

Approaching Comfort view : 
The hues of bliss more bristly glow, 45 

Chastised by sabler tints of woe ; 
And blended form, with artful strife. 
The strength and ha^ony of life. 

See the wretch, that long has tost 

On the thorny bed of pain, 50 

Ver. 43. Behind the stepa ihat Misery treads.] A lescm- 
blaace ha* been here pointed out to aonie lines in the " Enay 

" See some strat^ comfoit every state attend. 
And pride bestowed on all, a common frivnd : 
See some £t pasaion every age supply, 
Hope' travels on, nor quits ui when ire die." 

^. ii. 270. 
Ver. 47. And blended fbnn, with artful strife.] 

" Those lighli and shades, whoae well-accorded atrile 
Gives all the strength, and colour of our life." 
t'er, 49, See the wretch, that long hu tost.] The (bllowing 
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At length repair his vtgodr lost. 
And breathe and walk again : 
The meanest flovreret of the vale. 
The simplest note that swella the gale. 
The comman son, the air, the skies, 55 

To him are opening' Paradise. 

Humble Quiet builds her cell. 

Near the source whence Pleasure flows ; 

She eyes the dear ayataltine well, 
And tastes it as it goes. 60 

' While' far below the ' madding' crowd 

' Rush headlong to the dangerous flood,' 

a certainly one of the traits of resemblance, alluded to by Mr, 
Uuon. though it can hardly be called a alight one : 
" O 1 jouFB de la convalescence \ 

Jours d'une pure volupt^ ■■ 
Ceil QDe Douielte oaiuance, 
Uq rayon d'inunortalil^. 
Quel feu I loun les plaisirs out vol^ dans mon ame, 

J' tdore aTec transport le cileiie fSambeau ; 
Tout m' iultreaae, lout m' enflfkme — 
Pour moi, I'univera est nouveau. 

Les plus simples objects ; le chaate d'ua Fauvette, 
Le matin d'us beau juui, la verdure dea bois, 

Id fraicbeur d'uue violelle ; 
Millet spectacles, qu' antrefois. 

On voyoit avec noochalaucei 
TraiupDrteiit aujourd'bui, pr6sentenl des appas 

Inconoua a 1' indiffSrence, 
Et que la foule ae volt pas," Gresiel, lom. i. p. MS. 
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Wliere broftd and turbulent it BwevpK, 
• And' perish in the banndlets deejw. 

Mark where Indolence and Pride, 

' Soothed by Flattery's tinkling souod,' 
Go, softly rolling, side by side. 
Their dull, bat daily round : 
■ To these, if Hebe's self should bring 
The pureet cup Atiin Pleasure's spring. 
Say, can they taste the flarour bif^ 
Of sober, simple, genuine Joy t 

' Marie Ambition's march sublime 
Up to Power's meridian height ; 
While pale-eyed Envy sees him climb. 

And sickens at the sight, ' 
Phantoms of danger, death, and dread, 
Float hourly round Ambition's head ; 
While Spleen, within his rival's breast, 
Sits brooding on her scorpion nest. 

' Happier he, the peasant, (ax. 

From the pangs of passion free. 
That breathes the keen yet wholesome air 

Of rugged penury. 
He, when his morning task is done. 
Can slumber in the noontide sun ; 
And hie him home, at evening's close. 
To sweet repast, and calm repose. 
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' He, uRoonscious whence the bliss. 

Feels, and owns in carob rude. 
That all the circling joya are hia, 

Of dear Vicissitude. 
From toil he wins his spirits light. 
From busy day the peaceful night ; 
Rich, from the very want of wealth. 
In Heaven's beat treasures, peace and health.' 



T,Go(><^[c 



SKETCH 

OF HIS OWN CHARACTER, 

WRITTEN IN 1761, 



Too poor for a bribe, and too proud to importnne ; 
He had not the method of making a fortune ; 
Could lore, and could hate, bo was thought somewhat 

odd; 
No very great wit, he believed in a God : 
A poet or a pension he did not desire^ 5 

But left church and state to Charles Townshend ■ and 

Squire". 

Ver. 4. No Ytiy great wil, he believed Iq a God.] The 
reader ma; perhups be reminded of the folloxiiig lioei iif Pope's 
Moral Eiuayt : 

" Flavia.'s a wil, bu too much sense to pray ; 
To toast OUT wants and niihes, a her wn; ; 
Nor asks of God, but of her start, to give 
The might; bleasing, ' while we live, to live.'" 

£p. ii. 87. 

■ Hie lUght Honourable Charles Townsend, who ditliDguiah- 

ed himaclf by bringing forward in FarliameDt many important 

measures, among which was the Mililia-bitl. He, at this time, 

held the office of Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

■> Dr. Samuel Squire was a FeUow of St. John's College, 
Cambridge, and was known as the author of several literary, as 
well as theologita!, publications. In the course of the year in 
which thue lines were written, he was preferred to the See of 
Sl Darid'a. 
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AMATORY LINES'. 



With Beauty, with Pleasure Biurouiided, to Ian- 

To weep without knowing the cause of my anguish ; 
To start from short slumbers, and wish for the morn- 
ing— 
To close my dull eyes when I see it returning ; 
Sighs sudden and fi:equent, looks ever dejected — 
Words that steal frtmi my tongue, by no meaning 



Ah, say, Cellowswains, how these symptoms befell 

me? 
They smile, but reply not— Sure Delia can tell me ! 



■ We are iadcbted to Mr. WarloD for prcservuig lo ui tbeat 
litKB. irhich fiiit ■ppeoied in his editioD of Pope, vol. i. p. 38S. 
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Thybsib, when we parted, swure 
Ere the aprtng he would retttm — 

All 1 what means yon violet flower. 
And the bud that dedce the thorn } 

'Twos the lark that upward sprung ! 5 

Twas the Bightit^e that aung ! 

Idle nMea ! untimely green ! 

Why this unaTaiUng haste? 
Western galea and skies serene 

Prore not always winter past. 10 

Cease, my doubts, my fears to move 

Spare the honour of my love. 

» This Song was first printed in a. letter to the Countess of 
AiUnuy, Inim Mr. H. Walpole.wbo wi;s, that it was written 
at the request of Miu Speed, to an old Air of Geminiani : th« 
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Thvb Tophet looked ; bo grinned the brawling fi^id. 
Whilst frighted prelates bowed and called him 



* This EfHgiani was writMo nndemeath > pDitreit of Mr. 
Etmigh, etched by the Rev. Michael Tyson, of Beoe't College. 
He subject of our Aulhot'a ridicule was rector of TherGeld, 
Herts, and of Ccdmwortb, Bedfordshire ; and in such diflereni 
terms is he described by persons who knew hioi, that it is do 
easy matter to lecoucile the discrepancy, or discover the truth. 
All indeed agree that he was eccentric, both in character and 
penonal appearance. One represents him as originally a Scots 
Preabjneriui, and hawking about wares, which he carried at his 
back : as aDerwards turning churchman, and getting prefer- 
ment by hallotung at elections. Finally, he is described as 
disgustiogly meaa apd nasty in his dress aod appearance. And 
yet this man was liberally patronized by Sir Kobert Walpole, 
and intimate with the Archbishop of Canterbury. Tie story of 
the pedlar's pack is proied to be a " (rick of imagination," and 
we are further told , thai Mr. Elough contracted a disorder from 
an eicessire attention to the cleanliness of his person. He was 
exceedingly charitable, punctual in perfonning the duties of his 
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Our mother-cIiuTd], with half-averted «^t, 
Blnahed ai she blessed her griesly proselite ; 
Hoaannaa rung through hell's tremendoaa borders. 
And Satan's self had thcnighU of taking OTdeis. 



pariih, and conducled hu hoiuebold with all the aUention tu 
comfort irhkh to uii|il« icicome vuraatad. — See Nichdi'i 
LiUrv; AnecdotM, vol. viii. p. 261. 
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IMPROMPTU!.: 



Old, and abandoned by each venal friend. 
Here H d formed the pious resolution , 

To smuggle a few years, and strive to mend 
A broken character and constitution. 

On this congenial spot he fixed big choice; 5 

Earl Goodwin trembled for his neighbouring sand ; 

Here sea-gulls scream', and cormorants rejoice, 
And mariners, though shipwrecked, dread to land. 



■ Lord HoUajid a aaid to have built his maasiDa an ihe model 
of Cicero's Villa Formiana, at Baiie. The house itself is now 
gone to decaj.aad the mimic niias which surrounded il aie be- 

Ver. 8. And manners, though shipwrecked, dread fo land.] 
Mr. Matthias gscnbes the keen sarcasm which pervades this 

ports, " mixed up with all the bitteiness of the political preja- 
dicesofthe time." He tells u^, that he himself has visited the 
spot " with other views and other thoughts:" and in the sum- 
mer aspect of the scene, he found beauties worth eommemo-, 
rating in a very elegant Latin Ode. 
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Here reign tlie blustering north and blighting east. 
No tree is heard to whisper, bird to sing ; 10 

Yet Nature could not fumiah out the feastj 
Art he invidces new b<ffrors still to bring. 

Here mouldering fanes and batdements arise. 
Turrets and arches nodding to their fall ; 

Unpeopled monasteries delude onr eyes, IS 

And mimic deet^tion covers all. 

" Ah!" said the sighing peer, "had B — te** been true. 
Nor M — 's, R— 's, B — 's friendship vain. 

Far better sCenes than these had blest onr view, 
And realized the beauties which we feign. 30 

" Purged by the sword, and purified by fire. 
Then had we seen proud London's hated walls ; 

Owls would hare hooted in St, Peter's choir. 
And loses stunk and littered in St. Paul's." 



!■ The blank is filled up ia tlie maauscript with tbe name or 
Bute i and those ia the aext line oiigjnally stood, 8b«tburDe'g, 
l^[by'», Calcraft's. 
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THE CANDIDATE; 



THE CAMBRIDGE COURTSHIP'. 

When sly Jemmy Twitcher had smu^ed ap his fece. 
With a lick of ooart wfaite-wash, and pious grimace, 
A wooing he went, where three sisters of old 
In hamilesB society guttle and scold. 

" Lord ! sister," says Physic to Law, " I declare, 
Snch a sheep-biting look, such a pick-pocket air I 
Not I for the Indies : — yon know I'm no prude, — 
But his name is a shame, — and his eyes are so lewd ! 
Then he shambles and straddles so oddly — I fiear — 
No — at our time of life 'twould be silly, my dear." 

" I don't know," says Law, " bat methinks for his 
look, 
'Tis just like the picture in Rochester's book ; 
Then his character, Fbyzzy, — lus morals — his life — 
When she died, I can't tell, but he once had a wife. 
They say he's no Christian, lores drinking and w — < — g. 
And all the town nnfp of his swearing and roaring ! 



■ The occasioD of these line! wu on active canvau, began by 
Lord Sandoich, fbi the office of High Steward (o the Uaivernly 
oF Cambridge. 
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Hh lying and filching, and Newgate-bird tricks ; — 
Not I — for a coronet, cbariot and six." 

Divinity heard, between waking and doling. 
Her sisters denying, and Jemmy proposing : 
From table she'rose, and with bumper in hand. 
She stroked up her belly, and stroked down her band — 
" What a pother is here about wenching and roaring ! 

Why, David loved catches, and Solomon w g : 

Did not Israel filch from the Elgyptians of cdd 
Their jewels of silver and jewels of gold ? 
The prophet of Bethel, we read, told a lie : 
He drinks — so did Noah ; — he swears — so do I : 
To reject him for such peccadillos, w»% odd ; 
Besides, he repents — fta- he talks about Q" — 

TO JBHKY. 

" Never hang down your head, you poor penitent elf, 
Ck)me buss me — I'll be Mrs. Twitcher myself." 
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POEMATA. 
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HYMENEAL 



ON THB MARBIAOX OP HIB ROYAIi HIOaHB68 
THE PBINOB OP WALKS*. 



Ignabs noctrum meates, et inertia qwda. 
Dum carta regnin, et sortem misenmur iniqnam, 
Qqk solio affixit, vetuitque caleeoere flain]n& 
Duld, qnn d<mo dlv&m, grUissinm serp^t . 
Viscera per, molleaque animlB lene implicit ie»tiu; 6 
Nee teneros sensus. Veneris nee pramia nonint, 
Eloquiumve oculi, ant &cuiida uWutia lingun : 

Scilicet ifpiorant locrymas, BKvoeque doloree. 
Dura rudimenta, et riolentn extff dia flamnua j 
Scilicet ignorant, quse flumine tinzit amaro 10 

Tela VeauBj ceecique armamentaria Divi, 
Irasque, insidiagquei et taciturn sub pecbvo vidnna ; 
Namque sub ingreesu, primoqne in Unune Amoris 
Luctus et ultricea posoere cubilia, Cura; 

• This Poem traa fint printed in the CambFidge CoUectioii, 
1736. fol. In lioe 12 there is an error in metre, which it it 
mngular should have escaped the notice of the writer, and dw 
Uaivenit; thai saffered it to be printed. It ii, ai Mr. Mitford 
obseivea, not a mistake of the press, as the line is c<nnposed of 
two hemisticks oF Viisil> 
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Intiu habent dulcea Risua, et Gratia Bedem, 
Et roseis rempina toHs, rosea ore Voluptas : 
R^bus hue faciles aditus ; comiimnia apemunt 
Ostia, jamque expers dnris cuBtodibos istia 
Piuiditur accessuB, penetroliaqae intima Templi. 



Tuque Ohl Angliacis, Princeps, spea optima reg- 
nia, 20 

Ne.tantum, ne finge metum : quid imagine captus 
Haeres, et mentem pictura paacis inani ? 
Umbram miraria : nee longum tempna, et ipaa 
Ibit in amplexus, thalamoeque ornabit OTantes. 
Ule tamen tabulia inhians longum haurit amivem, 3S 
A&tu fruitur tacito, auacultatque tacentem 
Immemor artiiicia calami, risumqae, ruboremqoe 
Aapicit in fucia, pictKqne in vii^inis ore : 
Tonta Venua potait ; tantua tenet error amantes. 

Nascere, magna Dies, qua ee«e Auoubta Bri- 
tanno 30 

Committat Pelago, patriamque relinquat amcenam ; 
Cujng in adventum jam nunc tria r^na aecundoa 
Attolli in plauans, duldque accensa furore 
Incipiunt agitare modos, et carmina dicunt : 
Ipse tadmo sedenim jnvenia comitatur euntem 35 
Expl(H«t ventos, atque autibos a«ra captat, 
Atque auras, atque astro vocat crudelia ; pectus 
Intentum exultat, aurgitque arrecta cupido ; 
Incusat spes tegn fretum, sditoque videtur 
Latior effundi pontus, tluctusque morantes. 40. 
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POEMS. 195 

Naacere, Lux major, qaa sese Augusta Britanna 
Committat juveni totam, propriamque dicabit ; 
At citiiia (precor) Oh ! cedas melicnibus astrn ; 
Nox finem pomps:, finemque imponere curis 
Poeait, et in thalamoe (urtim deducere nuptam j 4S 
Suffidat requJemqae viris, et amantibns nmbras : 
Adsit Hymen, et subridens cum matre Cuffldo 
Accedant, stemantque toroe, ignemque nunistrent ; 
lUcet haud picts incandescit imagine tonas 
Ulteiius juveniB, veramque ag^OBcit unorem. - 60 

Sculptile Bicut ebur, fademque arsiBae venustom - 
Pygmalions <»nunt : ante huic auapirta ducit, 
AUoqnitarque amens, flammwnque et vulnera narrat ; 
Implorata Venos jussit cum Tivere fdgamo, 
Pcemineam inspirana animam ; que gaudia sui^nnt, 
Audiit ut prinuB nascentia mormnra linguse, 56 

Luctari in yitam, et paulatiip volTere ocellos 
Sedulna, aspexitqne novu splendescere flamma ; 
Corripit amplexu fivam, jamqne oscula jungit 
Acria confeatim, redpitque rapitque ; prions 60 
ImmenKv ardoriaf Nymplueque oblitue ebomeie. 

tno. Gkav. Pet. Coll. 
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LUNA HABITABILIS". 



DuH Nox rorentes, non inoomitota per auras 
Urget eqnm, tacitoqae inducit sidera lajttu ; 
Ultima, Bed nuUi soror inficianda soronim, 
Hunc mihi, Musa; tibi potet aJXi janun coeli, 
Astra vidM, neo te numeri, nee mmu^.falluiit. . 5 
Hue mihi, DirK veui ; dulce ait per aperta serena 
Vere frui liquido, oampoque errare sUenti ; 
Vere frui dulce est ; modo tu dignata petentnn 
Sis comes, et mecnm gelii^ ^wtiere sub omlns. 
Scilic^ hos oibea, ctsli bnc decws alta putandum est> 
Noctis opes, nobis tantum lucere ; virumque 1 1 

Ostentari ocnlis, noetrae laquearia terrn, 
Ingentes scenas, vastique buIks tlieatri ? 
Oh ! quia me pennis Ktfare sup^ ardua sistet 
Mirantem, propiusque dabit convexa tueri ; 15 

Teqne adeo, und^ fluens reficet lux moUior aira, 
Pallidiorque dies, tristes solata tenebrasP 
Sic ego, aubridens Dea sic ingressa vicissim; 

' These veises vere wtiltea by desire of the College, in 1737. 
They were firsl printed in the " Muss DtoDenaii," vol. ii. p. 
107, without the Author's name, nnd are referred to by Mr- 
Mason, in his Memoirs o( Gray. 
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F0BM8. 197 

Non pennia opus Mc, supn% ut simnl ill* petainus : 
Biace, Ptier, potius ctelo deducere Lnnam ; 30 

Neu cr«de ad magicaa te invitum acciugier artes, 
Tbessalicosre modos ; ipsam descendere Phoeben 
Conspicies noma Endymion ; aeque offeret ultro 
Visa tibi ante oculos, et nota major imago. 

Quin tete adnioTeas (tumuli super aggere spectas) 
Compositum tnbulo ; simul imam invade canalem 26 
Sic intents acie, coJi aimal alta pateao^nt 
Atria ; jamque, auaua Lunaria visere regna, 
Ingrediere aolo, et capnt inter nubila condea. 

Ecde anteni ! vitri se in yertice sistere FlKeben 30 
CSemis, et Oceanum, et crebria Freta conaita terris 
Panditur ilk atram faciem caligine oondens 
Sublustri ; refngitque oculos, fallitque tuentem ; 
Int^^am Solia tncem quippe haurit aperto 
Fluctu avidua radiorum, et longoa imbibit ignes : 35 
Verum Am, que, macolia variata nitaitibuB, auro 
Ckenila diacemunt, celao aese insula dbrao 
Plurima protnidit, pratentaque littora sosie ; 
Liberiw datur hia quoniam natura, minuaque 
Lnmen depaacunt liqnidum ; sed tela diei 40 

Detorquent, retrbque docent ae vertere flammaa. 

Hinc longoa videaa tractua, terraaque jacentes 
Ordine candenti, et claros ae attollere mantes ; 
Montes queia Rhodope aaaurgat, qaibus Osaa nivali 
Vertice ; tum acopiilia inftk peodentibus antra 45 
Nigrescunt cUvorum umbrS, nemorumque tenebria. 
Non cores illi, aut desunt sua nubila mmido i 
Non irigus gelldum, atqne hcrbis gratissimus imbei 
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His quoque nota ordet picto Thanmantiat arcu, 

Os roseuia Autotk, propriique raepnscula ctEli. 50 

Et dubitas tantum certia cultoribug orbem 
Destitui ? ezercent agroa, sua mcenia condunt 
Hi quoque, vel Martem invadunt, curantque trium- 

phm 
Victoras : rant hie etiau sua prRmia laudi ; 
His metus, atque amor, et mentem mortalia tangunt. 
Quin, nti dm oculis jam nunc juvat ire per arva, 56 
Lucentesque plagas LaXK, pontomqae piofiuidam ; 
Idem illos cium ard«r agit, cam se aureus effert 
Sub sudum globus, et terranun ingentior orbis ; 
Scilic^ omne nquw tum lustrant, scilicet omnem W 
Tellurem, gentesque polo sub utroque jacentea ; 
Et quidam cestivi indefessus ad Ktberia ignes 
Pervigilat, noctem exercena, ccelumque fatigat ; 
Jam Galli apparent, jam Be Germonia lat^ 
Tollit, et albescens pater Apenninua ad auras ; 6$ 
Jam tandem in Borean, en ! paimlus Anglia ukvus 
(Quanqnam aliis longfe Ailgentior) extulit oros ; 
Formoanm cxtempl^ lumen, maculamqoe mtentem 
Invisunt crebri Proceiea, seriimque tuendo ; 
Hsrent, certatimque sno cognomine signant : 70' 
Foreitan et Luhk longinquua in orbe Tyrannua 
Se dominum vocat, et nostra se jactat in aul&. 
Terras possim alias propiori sole calentea 
Narrare, atque alias, jubaris quels parcior usus, 
Lunanim chorus, et tenuis penuria Pbccbi ; 7 5 

Nl, meditans eadcm htec audaci evolvere caotu. 
Jam pulset citbaram soror, et praeludia tentet. 
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Non tamen has propriaa laudes, nee facta ulebo 
Jampridfem in fiitis, patriEqae oracula famse. 
Tempus erit, sursuin totos contendere oxtns 80 
Quo cernes longo excureu, primosque coloiios 
Migrare in Lunam, et notos mutate Penates : 
Dum stupet obtutu tacito vetus incola, longeque 
Insolitas explorat avea, classemque volantem. 

Ut quondam iguotum marmor, campoaque natantes 
Tranavit Zephyros visens, nova regna, Columbus ; 86 
Iiitora mii'antur circum, mirantur et undn 
Inclusas aciea ferro, turmasque biformcB, 
Monstra^ue foeta armis, et non imitabile fulmen. 
Feeders mox icta, et gemini commercia mundi, 90 
Agminaque assueto gjomerata sub nthere cerno. 
Anglia, qiue pelagi jamdudum torquet habenas, 
Exercetque frequens ventos, atque imperat undte ; 
AStis attoUet fasces, vetere^ae triumphos 
Hue etiam feret, et victis dominabitur auris. 95 
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SAPPHIC ODE'. 

TO MR. WEST. 



Babsabab »dee aditure mecnm 
QooB Eris semper foret inquieto. 
Lis nbi latfe aonat, et togatnm 

^Btuat ^men 

Dulcius quanto, patulu snb ulmi 5 

HoB]»tB rainis temere jacentem 
Sic libria horas, tenu!que inertes 

FaUere Musi ? 

Snpe enim curis vagor expediti 
Mente ; dtun, Uandant meditans Camasnam, 
Vix malo rati, meminiTe senc II 

Cedere nocti ; 

£t, pedes quo me rapiunt, in omni 

CoUe FamasBum videor videre 

Fertilem sylre, gelidamque in omni 15 



■ Tbu ii considered by Mr. Maioa ai the fint original pro- 
dnctioa of Gray's Mok ; the two foimei copiei (tf venei h&ring 
hecn impoKd M t) 
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lUsit et Va me, fimilesque Nympli(c 
Nare cajftantem, nee inelegviti, 
Mon^ qaicquid de TJolii enndo 

Surripit itura : 20 

Me reclinatum teneram per hetbam ; 
Qua leves cotgub aqua conque dodt, 
Et moras dnlci strepita lapillo 

Nectit in omni. 

Hk noTo nostrum ierh pectns anno 25 

Simplices caree. tenuere, coJum 
Qnamdtu Budum explicnit Favonl 

Purior bora : 

Otia et campos nee adhuc relinquo. 

Nee magia Phcebo Clytie fidelis; 30 

(Ingniant venti licet, et senescat 

Mollior a38tas.) 

Namque, seu, Isetos liominum labores 
Prataque et monies recreante curru, 
PurpurS tractus oriens Ekjos 36 

Vestit, et auro; 

SeduluB servo veneratus orbem 
Prodigum splendoris : amoeniori 
Sire dilectam meditatur igne 

Pingere Calpen; 40 
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Usque dum, iulg(H« magis magis jam 
Languido circam, vomta nubea 
Latutur fmtim, viridisqae in nmbras 

Scena recessit. 

O ego feliz, vice si (nee imquom 4i 

Su^erem rursus) simili cadentem 
Parca me lenis sineret quieto 

Fallere Letho ! 

Multa flagranti radiisque dncto 

Integris ah ! qnam nihil inTiderem, 5( 

Cum Dei ardentes mediiu quadrigas 

Sentit Olympus, 
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ALCAIC FRAGMENT. 



O bACBYMABUM fons, ten«ro sacros 
Ducentiumotusei animo; quater 

Felix ! in imo qui scateatera 
' Pectore te, pia Nympha, aengit. 



LATIN LINES; 

ADSBESSBD TO KB. WEST, FBOM OKNOA. 



HoRBiDOB tractus, Boreicque liaquens 
B^^a Taurini fera, moUiorem 
Adveluir brutnam, Oeauaxjue amantcs 

Litora soIeB. 
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ELEGIAC VERSES, 



OCCA8IOMBD BY THE SIOHT OF THB PLAINS WBERB 
THE BATTfcB OF TSBBI& WAS FOUGHT. 



Qua Treble gUacas salices iatersecat undS, 
Arvaque Romania nobilitata malis. 

Vkns adhuc amnig veteri de clade rubere, 
Et suspirantes ducere moestua aquas ; 

Maurorumque ala, et mgm increbescere turiuK, 
Et pulsa Ausonidum ripa sonaie fiigs. 
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C. PAVONIUM ZEPHYRINUM. 

(Enclosed lo Mr, West, after a *iiit to Frascati, and Ihe 
cascades of Tivoli.) 

Mater rogarum, cui tcnene vigent 
Aura Favoni, cui Venus it comes 
Lasciva, Nympharum choreis 
Et Tolucnim celebrata cantu t 
Die, non inertem fallere quii diem 
Amat sob ombiu , seu sinit anreum 
Dormire plectrum, seu retentat 
Fierio Zephyrinus antra 
Furore dulci plenua, et immemor 
Reptantis inter &igoia Tnsculi 1 

Umbrosa, vel collea Amici 
Palladite superantia Albn. 
Dilecta Fauno, et capripedum ebons 
. Pineta, testor vos, Anio minax 

QuKcunque per clivos volutns I 

Frffidpiti tremefecit tunne, 
UlinB altum Tibuj, et jGaulte 
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An^sae sylvaa nomeo amabiies, 
lUitiB et gratas I^itinis 

Naisin ingeminSsse mpes ; 
Nam me Latinn Naidea urida 
Vid&« ripfi, qtUi nireas levi 
Tam BKpe lavit rore plnmas 
Dnlc^ canens Venouniu ales ; 
Mirum ! Cimenti ctmticuit nemns, 
Sacrique fonteS] et retinent adbuc 
(^ic Miua juuit] aaxa molles 
Docta modaS] veteresque laaii. 
Mirare nee to me CHhara mdem 
Clfludis laborantem nameris : loca 
Amcena, jncundumqne vir in- 
compoeitum docoere cannen ; 
Httrent rob omni nam folio nigri 
Phcebea luci (credite) somnia, 
Argutiusque et lympha et aura 
Nncio quid solito loqnuatur. 
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FRAGMENT OF A LATIN POEM 



THE GAURUS*. 



Nbc procul infelix se toUit !n tetliera Q&unui 
Prospiciens vitreum lugenti vertice pontum : 
Tristior iUe dm, et veteri desuetua oliva 
GanruB, pampiueeeque eheu jam nesdus umbree ; 
Horrendi tain ateva premit vicinia montis, 5 

Attonitumque urget latns, exuritque ferentem. 
Nam fama est olisi, media dam rora silebant 
Nocte, Deo victa, et molli per&sa quiete, 
Infremuisse a^uor ponti, auditamque per omnes 
Lat^ tellnrem surdum immugire cavemas : 10 

Qno Bonitn nemora alta tremuiit ; tremit excita into 
ParthenopKfl sinu, flatnmantiBque oro Vesevi. 
At aubito ae aperire solum, vastosqne recessiu 
Pandere sub pediboa, nigr&que vmagine &uces; 



■ Thae venti were written by Gray, and Kot'to hii rriend 
Wen, with a reference to Sandya'i TriTeli, book iv. pp. 37S , 
377, 278. See Sect. II. Uller xxiii. A trBntlalion of tben 
was prialed in the Gents. Ma;. July, 1775. 
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Tnin piceas dnenim glomerare sub tethere nnbes 15 
VortidbnB rapidis, ardentiqne imbre procellam. 
Preedpites fiigere ferR, perqoe avia long^ 
SylTanun fdgjt pastor, juga per deserta. 
Ah, miser ! increpitana siep^ altS voce per umbrain 
Neqnicqaam natoe, creditqoe andire sequrates. 20 
Atque ille ezcelso rupu de vertice solus 
Beapectans notasque domos, et dulcia rc^na. 
Nil usquam videt infelix pneter mare tristi 
Lumine percuBSum, et pallentes sulphore campoa, 
Fumumque, iiammasque, rotataque turbine saxa. S5 

Quia nbi detonuit fragor, et lux reddita ccelo; 
MfestoH conduere agricolas, pasBOque videres 
Tandem iterum timido deserta requirere tccta : 
Sperantes, si forte oculis, si forte darentur 
Uxonun cineo'es, miseronimve ossa parentum 30 
(Tenuia, sed tanti saltern solatia luctns) 
Unit coUigere et justt oomponere in uruS. 
Uxonim nusquam cineres, ausquam oesa parentum 
(Spem miserami) assuetosveLaresjantniravidebunt. 
Quippe ubi planities campi diffusa jacebat ; 3S 

Mons noTOS : ille superdlium, fronternqne faviUii 
Incanum oetentans, ambostis cantibus, eequor 
Subjectum, stragemqne suam, mtesta arra, minad 
Despidt imperio, soloque in littore regnat. 

Hinc infame lod nomen, mnltosque per annoa 40 
Immemor antique landis, nescire laborea 
Vomeris, et nuUo tellus revirescere cultu. 
Non avium colles, non carmine matutino 
Pastorum resonare ; odeo ondique dims habdbftt 
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Informea lat^ horror agros saltosque TacanteR. 45 
Seepiua et loiig^ detorquens navita proram 
Monstrabat digito littua, BKveeqae revolv^u 
Funera narrabat noctis, veteremque ruinam. 

Montis adlmc fades Dianet hirta atque BOpen 

Sed foTor extinctus jamdudatn, et flaiiHnaqu)evit,50 
QttM Baacenti aderat ; sen forte bituminie atri 
Defluxere oHm riri, atqne effceta lacuna 
Pabula sufficere ardori, viaeaque recusat ; 
Sire in Tigceribus meditons incendia jam nunc 
(Hoirendum) arcania glomerat genti esse futnrie '55 
Gxitio, sparsos tadtusque reccdligit ignes. 
Baro per cliros baud sedus ordine vidi 
Csmesceatem oleam : longiim post temptig amicti 
Vite virent tnmuli ; patriamque revisere gaudens 
Bacchus in assuetis tenerum caput exerit arvis 60 
Vis tandem, infidoque audet se cxedere ctelo. 
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FAREWELL TO FLORENCE". 



* * Oh Fwaalse amoena 
Frigoribas juga, aec nimiutn Bpirantibus auris ! 
Alma quibusTusci Pallas decus Apeimini 
Esse (iedit, glauclque sua canescere sylra I . 
Nan ego tos postbkc Arm de valle videbo 5 

PortidbHs circum, et candenti cincta coroiw 
Villtunim longe nitido consui^^e dorso, 
Antiquamre .^dem, et Teterea pneferre Cupreaaus 
Mirabor, tectiaque super pendentia tecta. 

• 3ee Sect. II. Letter xii. 
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IMITATION 



AN ITALIAN SONNET 

OF SIONIOR ABBATE BUONDELHONTR ". 

IiUBiT atnicittK interdum velatiu amictu, 
Et bene campaelta vest* fefellit Amor. 

Max ine Eiasuinpait cultus, ^iemque minantem, 
Inqne odium veraus, versus et in laciytnas : 

Ladentem fiige, nee lacrymanti, aut crede furenti 
Idem est di&simili aemper in ore Deus. 

Spesbo Amor BOtto la forma 
D'amista ride, e a'asconde : 
Poi si mischia, e si confbnde 
Con lo sijegno, e col rancor. 
In Pietade ci si trasforma ; 
Par trastullo, e par dispetto ; 
Ma nel suo di verso aspetto 
Sempr' egli, ^ 1" istesso Amoi*. 



■ See Sect. II. Letter xxx, 

* The above mag wu imitated in Eogliih bj Mr. WUpolf, 
in bii Letters to West, (vol. iv. of hU Wurki,) snd nnc* by 
Rogers ; see his Foenii. 
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ALCAIC ODE, 



WBITTEN IN THE AtBUH OP THB ORANDB CBAB- 
TRBUSE, IN DAUPHINY, AUOUBT, 1741 *■ 



Oh Tu, seven It«ligio loci, 
Quocnnque gaudes nomine (lum leve 

Nativa nam certfe fluenta 

Numen habet, veteresque aylvas ; 
Pnesentiorem et conspicimuB Deum 
Per inrias rapes, fera per juga, 

.Clirosque pneraptos, sonantea 

Inter aquas, nemoromqne noctem ; 
Quam si repOHtns aub trabe citrea 
Fulgeret aur«, et Phidiat^ mann) 

Salve vocanti lite, feaso et 



• S«« SecL II. Letlei zxi. 

We Mw ia the eighth aai -elevCDlh letters of the aecoDd 
-fiectjon how much Mr. Gray waa alnick with the »wful iceoerj 
which lUTToands the ChartienM, St a time hia mind muit buve 
been in a far more traoquil itate than when he wrote this ex- 
cellent Ode. It is muked, I thinks with all the fineat touches 
of his melancholy Muse, and Sowl with inch an originality of 
expression, that one can hudly lament he did not hononr hii 
own language by making it the vehicle of thb noble imagery 
and psthetic sentiment. — Mason. 
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Da pkddaiu juveni qnietem. 
Quod Hi mvideodis sedibus, et trm 
Fortima sacrS lege ailentii 
Vetat volentem, me resorbens 
In mediae violenta fluctns : 
Saltern remoto des. Pater, aagulo 
HoTss senectK ducere liberas ; 
Tutumque vulgari tumiiltu 
SurripiaB, homimimqne curls. 
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GREER EPIGRAM' 



Tsc tuvnc ri/iiv^ \iiin miyayi 9ia(, 
Movvoi Sf IvQa KvviMr ZaBUif lAajyivviv iikayiioi, 
'Avraxc'C Nw/i^v iypoTipav «XoJy. 



' See Seel. TIL Letter i. 

In the litclfth leilerof the first section, Mr. Gra; uji of hii 
friend's tmniUtion of an Epigram of Foudtppus, " GrKom 
itlam a^Xaav mirifice aaptt." Ilie learned reader,! imagioe, 
irill readily fits thii tetraatic the same character. — Maiom. 



D,ni,.i"-ihvGoO<^[c 



AN HEROIC EPISTLE 
FEOM SOPHONISBA TO MASINISSA'. 



EoRBfiiUH accipio promisd Mnnns amoru, 

Inque maau mwtem, jcun fruitura, fero : 
Atqae utinam citius mandosses, luce vel una; 

Tranaieram Stygios non inhoneata lacns. 
VictoriB nee passa toros, nova napta, mariti, 5 

Nee fiierain faatua, Roma superba, tnos. 
Scilioet Hkc partem tibi, Masinissa, triumphi 

Detractam, hac pompffi jura minora sure 
Impntat, atque uxor quod non tua pressa catenia, 

Objecta et seevte ptausibus orbis eo : 10 

Qnin tu pro tantis cepisti prtemia factis. 

Magnum RomanK pignus amicitiKl 
Sdpiade excuses, oro, si tardius utar 

Munere. Nou nimium virere, crede, velim. 
Parva mora eat, breve sed tempus mea &ma reqoirit : 

Detinet heec antmam cnra suprema meam. 16 

' See Sect. III. Letter x. 



^■ihvGoot^lc 



310 aaAr'e 

Qott patriB prodesee men Regina feretiar. 

Inter Eligseaa gloria prima nunis, 
Ne videar flamnue omis iudulsisse secundjc, 

Vel oitnis hoetUes extimtnase tnanas. i 

FoTtuBam atque annua liceat rerocare priores, 

Gaudia^ue Leu! qijiantis nostra repessa »alis. 
Primitiasne tuaa meminiBtl atque anna Syphacaa 

Fusa, et per Tfriaa ducta tropbfea viaa ? 
(Landia at antiquse foraan meminisse pigebit, ! 

Quodque decus qu(mdam causa ruboria erit.) 
T^npus ego oerte memlni, felicia Pcenia 

Qtto te Hon pudnit solvere vota deis ; 
]H<£niaque iatrsntem ndi : longo agmine duxit 

Tnrba salutantun^ purpureiqae patrea. I 

Fceminea ante omnes longe admiratur euntem 

Hsret et aapectu tota caterva tuo. 
Jam flexi, r^ale decua^ per colla capilli^ 

Jam decet ardenti fiiscua in ore color ! 
Commendat fioiitis generosa modestia formam, 

Seqne cnpit kudi anrripuiase sute. 
Prima genas tenai sigwt vU fiore juventas, 

Et dextne soli credimus ease vinun. 
Dum ftcilea gradlens oouloe per singula jactaa, 

(Seu rexit casua lumina, sire Venua) 
In me (vel certe viaum est) oonversa'morari 

Sens! ; virgineus perculit ora pudi^, 
Nescio quid vultum molle spirare tuendo, 

Credideramque tuos lentiua ire pedea- 
Qusrebam, juxta Eequalia si dignior esset, 

Quic poterat visus detiuuisse tuos ; 
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NuHa ftiit circum Eequolk qiue dignior easet, 
ABBemitqne decns conacia fonna sunra. 

Pomps finis enrt. Tota yix nocte quievi. 

Sin premat invitee lumina victa sopor, i 

SomnoB hsbet pompas, esdemque recursat imago ; 
Atqne iterum hestemo munere victor ades. 
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DIPACTIC POEM, 



UNFINISHED : 



DE PRINCIPIIS COGITANDI. 

UBER PRIMUS. AD FAVONIUM. 



General plan of tbe Foem. — First, InvocaUon to Mr. Locke. 
Addreu to Favoniia, ahowing the use and iniportance of the 
desigD. — B^inning.^ — Connexion of tlie soul and body ; nerves, 
the imtnimeDta of sensation.— Touch, the first and moit ei- 
lensive sense, described. — Begins before the birth; pain, oui 
first idea when bom. — Seeing, the second sense. — Digressive 
encomium of light. The gradual opcnit^ and impiorement 
of this sense, and that of hearit^ ; their coonexioD wilh the 
higher faculties of the mind : sense of beauty and order, and 
harmony annexed lo them. From the latter, our delight in 
eloquence, poetry, and muuc derived.- — Office of the taste 
and smell. Inlemal sense of reflection, whereby the mind 
views its own powers and operation, compared to a young 
wood-nymph admiring herself in BomB fountain. — Admissioa 
of ideas, some by a NDgle sense, some by two, others by every 
way of seusation and reflection. Instance in a person born 
blind, he has no ideas of light and colours ; but he has those 
of figure, motion, eiten«on, and space, (objects both of the 
sight and touch.) Third sort, those which make their cn- 
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PUEM9- 219 

trance into the mind bycvrry channel aUke ; as pleaairo uicl' 
pain, power, eiislence, unity, and succession. Properties of 
t>odieB.»hereli; they make themtielves known to us, Primajj 
qualities: magnitude, solidity, mobility, leiture and iiguie. 



Undb Animus scire incipiat ; quibus inchoet orsti. 
Priacipiis aeriem remm, tenuetnque catenam 
Mnemosyne : Ratio unde mdi sab pectore tardum 
Augeat imperium ; et primum mortalibuB Kgris 
Ira, Dolor, Metus, et Cutk Tiascantur inanes% 5 
Hinc canere a^edior. Nee dedignare csnentem, 
O decus \ Angliacse certe O lux altera gentis ! 
Si qua primus iter tnonstras, ceetigia conor 
Signare incerta, tremulaqne insistere plants. 
Quin potius due ipse (potes namque omnia) sanetum 



■ The first ui lines plainly mtimate, that his general design 
was to be comprised in four books. 
The first. On the Origin of our Jdeas. 

Unde Animus scire incipiat. 

The second. On the Distiibulion of these Ideas in the Mi' 

Qaibui inchoet orsa 

Prin6piis seiiem remm, tenuemque catenam 

Mnemosyne . 

The third. On the Province of ileasoD, and its gradual Im- 
provement. 

Ratio nude rudi subpecure. tardum 

Augeat imperium. 

The fourth. On the Cause and Effects of the Passions. 

Et primum mortalibus tegris 

Ira, Dolor, Melus, et Curie ni 
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Ad limen (d riik adeo, si pectore pniv,) H 

Obecnne reserana Naturte iagentta clanstra. 
Tu cscas remm causas, fbntemque sevenun 
Pande, Pater ; tibi enim, tibi, veri magne Sacerdoa, 
Corda patent hominnm, atque altffi penetralia Mentis. 

Tnque aures adUbe vacuos, facileeque, Faroni, 16 
(Quod tibi cxescit opua) umplei nee device carmen. 
Nee vatem : non ilia leves primiwdia motus, 
Quanquam parva, dabnitt. Lntum vel aaiabUe quJe- 

quid 
UBquanKsituTjtrahitliinccfftum; nee snrgit ad auras, 
Quin ea ocoupirent simul, erentuaqHe aecBuleDt. 21 
Hinc vtrm vitai artes, ac mollior usus, 
Dulce et amicitiffi nndum : Sapientia dia 
Hinc rosetun accendit liunen, vultuque aereno 
Humanas aperit mentes, nova gaudia monstrans, 25 
Deformesque Aigat curas, ranosque timores ; 
Scilicet et rerum crescit pulchenima Vtrtus. 
Ilia etiam, qute te (mirum) noctesque diesque 
Assidue fovet inapirans, lingnamqne sequentera 
Temperat in numeros, atque horas mulcet inertes ; 
Anrea non alia se jactat origine Musa. 31 

Principio, ut magmim foedufi Natuia creatrix 
Firmavit, tardis jnssitque inoleacere membris 
Sublimes animas ; tenebroso in carcere partem 
Noluit setheream longo torpere vetemo : 35 

Nee per se pmprium passa exercere vigorem est, 
Ne Bocite molis conjunctoa sperneret artus, 
Ponderis oblita, ct ccelestiii conscia flanima!. 
Idcircb innumero ductu tremere nndiquc librHN 
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Nervorum iiutitnit : turn toto cmpore miscens 40 
Implicuit latjl ramoe, et senaile textiim, 
Implevitque bumore 8U0 (seu lympha vocanda, 
Sive aura est) tenuis certfe, atque lerissima quaidam 
Vis versatur agens, parvosque inftiaa canalea 
Perfluit ; assidn^ externis qutc concita plagia, 45 
Mobilia, incnssique fidelis noutia motfiB, 
Hinc ind^ accensa contage relabitur asqae 
Ad auperas hominls sedes, arcemqne cerebri. 
Namque illlc posuit solium, et sua tempbt Bacravit 
Mens Bnimi : banc circum coSunt, densoque feruntur 
Agmine notititt, simulaciaque tennia rerum : 51 

Gcce autem natune ingens aperitur imago 
Immensae, variique patent commercia mundi. 

Ac nti longinquis deacendunt montibue amneg 
Velivolus TamiaiB, fiaventieque Indus arentc, 55 
Euphratesque, Tagusque, et opimo flumine Qanges, 
Undas quisque suas Tolvens, curanque sonoro 
In mare prraumpunt : 1k« ma^o acclinis in antro 
Excipit OceanuB, natraumque ordine longo 
Dona rect^noscit venientum, ultibque gerenat 60 
Ctenileam fadcm, et diffusa marmore ridet. 
Haud aliter species properant se inferre novelln 
Certatim menti, atque aditus quino agmine complent. 

Primas tactua agit partes, pnmasque minutte 
Lasat iter CKcum turbn, recipitque ruentem. 65 
Non idem huic modus est, qui iratribua : amplius ills 
Imperium affectat seniw, penitusque medullis, 
Visceribusque habitat totis, pelQsque recentem 
Funditur in telam, et lat^ per atamina vivit. 
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Necdiun etiain niatris puer elucUtua ab alro 70 

Multiplices solvit tunicas, et vincula rupit; 
Sopitns molli somno, tepidoque liquore 
Circumfusus odhuc: tactus tamen aura tacessit 
Jatndudiun levior ser.^us, animamque reclusit. 
Idque magis simul, ac solitum blandmuque calor^o 
Frigore mutavit txeli, quod verberat acri 7^ 

Impute inaaauetoB artus : turn s«evior adatat 
Humaneeque comes vitK Dolor excipit ; ille 
Cunctantem fnistra. et tremulu multa ore querentem 
Corripit inTadena, ferreisque amplectitur ulnis. 80 
Turn species primum patefacta est Candida Lucis 
(Usque vices adeo Natura bonique, mslique, 
Exnquat, justaque manu sua damna rependit) 
Turn primiim, ignotosque bibunt nova lutnJna soles. 

Carmine quo, Dea, te dJcam, gratissima c<Eli 85 
Progenies, ortumque tuum ; gemmantia rore ' 

Ut per prata levi lustras, et floribus halans 
Furpureum Veris gremium, scenamque virentem 
Pingis, et umbriferos coUes, et CKnila regna ? 
Grata te, Venerisque Lepos, et mille Colorum, 90 
Fonnarumque chorus sequitur, motusque decentea. 
At caput iavisum Stygiis Nox atra tenebris 
Abdidit, horrendieque simul FormidinJa ora, 
Pervlgilesque eestus Curarum, atque anxius Angor: 
TJndique iKtitia floieut mortalia corda, 95 

Purus et arridet largis fulgoribus ^ther. 

Omnia nee tu ideb invatidie se pandere Menti 
(Quippe nimis teneros posset vis tanta diei 
Purturbare, et inexpertos confundere visns) 
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Nee capere in&ntea animos, neu cernere credas 100 
Tarn rariam molem, et mine spectacula lucis : 
Nesrao quil tamen htec oculoa dulcedine parvos 
Splendida percu^t novitas, traxitque sequentes ; 
Nonne ridemus enim, latiB inserta fenestrii 
Sicubi se Ph<ebi dispergant aurea tela, 105 

Sire lucemaruin rutilus collnxerit ardor, 
Extemplo hue obverti aciem, qua: fisa repertos 
Haurit inexpletum radios, fniiturque tuendo. 

Altior huic verb seiisai majgrque videtur 
Addita, Judicioque arete connexa potestas, 1 10 

Quod simul atqne fetas yolcentibus auxerit anhis, 
Hbx simul, asBiduo depascens omnia visu, 
Perspiciet, vis quanta loci, quid polleat co^o. 
Juncture quis honoa, ut res acceudere xebus 
Lumina eonjurant inter se, et mutua fulgent. 115 

Nee minor in geminis viget auribus insita virtus. 
Nee tantum iu curvis quK pervigil excubet antris 
Hinc atque hinc (ubi Vox tremefeeerit oetia pulsu 
Aeriis invecta rotis) longeque recurset : 
Scilieet Eloquio hsec sonitus, bee fulminis alas, 120 
Et mulcere dedit dictis et tollere corda, 
Verbaque metlri numeriH, versuque ligare 
RepperU, et quicquid discant Libetbrides undes. 
Calliope quotiea, quotiea Pater ipse eanendi 
Evolvat liquidum carmen, ealamove loquenti 122 
Inspiret dulee« animas, digitisque figuret. 

At medias fouces, et liflguK humentia tempU 
Oustus habet, qua se iusinuet jucunda saponun 
Luxuries, dona Autumni, Baechique voluptas, 
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Naiibiifi interea consedit odora hDminiun vis, 130 
Docta leves captore auras, P&nchaia quales 
Vere novo exhalat, Floneve quod oacuJa fragrant 
Rosdda, cnm Zephyri fiirtnn sub vesperis hmk 
R«epoiidet vota, mollemque aqiirat amorem. 

Tot p<Htas fdtK capitis drcotndedit ard 135 

Alma Parens, sensHsqae vias per monbra reclusit ; 
Haud solas : namque intus agit vivata faadtae. 
Qua sese exploiat, contemplatusque repent^ 
Ipse Buas animus vires, momentaqne cemit. 
Quid velit, aut possit, cupiat, ^^atve, viciBsim 140 
Ferdpit imperio gaudens ; neque corpora iallunt 
Morig^^ ad celeres actus, ac numina mentis. 

QuaJis Hiunadry adum quondam si fort^ soromm 
Una, novoe per^rans saltus, et devia rum ; 
(Atque illam in viridi suadet procumbere riipS 145 
Fonds pura quies, et opad ftigofis umbra) 
Dtun prona in latices apeculi de mtu^^e pendet, 
Mirata est subitam venienti occurred Nympliani : 
Mox eosdem, quos ipsa, artus, eadem ora gerentem 
Uiu inferre gradus, una succedere sylra 150 

Aspidt alludens ; seseque agnoedt ia undis. 
Sic sensn intemo renun Eimulacra suamm 
Mens det, et proprios observat consda vultus. 
Nee verb simplex ratio, aut jus omnibus unum 
Constat imf^iniboB. Sunt que bina oetia nonint^ 
Hk privos servant aditus^ sine I^;ibus iUr 156 

Passim, qua data porta, ruunt, animoqne prctfunqnaiiC. 
Respice, cui a cunis tristes estinxit ocellos, 
Steva et in etema mersit nature tenebras : 
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llli ignota diea luc«t, vemusque coloram 160 

Offiisus nitor eat, et vivR gratia forme. 
Corporis at fiiom, et motus, Bpatiumqne, locique 
Interralla datur certo dignoacere tactu : 
Quandoquidem his iter ambtguum est, et janua duplex, 
Exdusfeque oculis Bpedes irnimpere tendunt 165 
Per digitos. Atqui Bolia concessa potestas 
Luminibus blaodte est radios immittere lucis- 

Undique proporro Bodis, quacunque patesdt 
NotitiK campus, miste lasciva feruntur 
Turba voluptatia comites, formKque dolorutn I7O 
Terribiiee viau, et portfi glomerantur in omni. 
Nee vario minus introitu magnum ingruit Illud, 
Quo facere et fungi, quo res existere circum 
Quamque sibi proprio cum corpore acimus, et ire 
Ordine, petpetuoque per sevum flumine Inbi. 1 75 

Nunc age quo raleat pacto, qua sensilis arte 
Afiectare viam, atque animi tentare latebnis 
Mftteries (dictia aures adverte &ventes) 
Ezaequar. ImprinuB spatii quam multa per «quor 
Millia multigenia pandant ae corpora seclis, 180 

Expeade. Haud unum invenies, quod roente licebit 
Amplecti, nedum proprius deprendere aeosu, 
Molis egena certK, aut aolido sine robore, cujua 
Denique mobilitas linquit, texturave partes, 
Ulla nee orarum circumcssuni coercet. 185 

H»c conjuncta adeo tota compage &tetur 
Mundus, et extremo clamant in limine rerum, 
(Si rebus datur extremum) primordia. Firmat 
Hkc eadem tactus (tactum quia dicer« ialsum 
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Audeatp) luec oculi nee litcidm arguit orbia. i90 

Inde potestotum enasd deaaisHma prolei ; 
Nam c|uodcusqu« tent visum, tangive laborat, 
Qoicquid nare bibis, vel concavs ci>nd|Ht auris, 
Qoioquid lingua sajnt, credas hoc omne, neoeaae eat 
Pqnderibus, textu, ducnrsu, mole, figoiA 106 

Particulaa [mestare levea, et semina rerom. 
Nunc ocnloe igitnr paactmt, et luoe ministry 
Folgere cuncta vides. apargique coloribus <ffbran, 
Dum de sole bahust alias, aliasque supem^ 
Detorquent, retrbque docent ge vertere flammaa. 20O 
Nunc trejado inter ne fervent cwpuscula pulsu, 
Ut tremor fethera per magnum, lateque natautei 
Aurarnm fluctns avidi vibrantia claifstra 
AoditGa queat allaba, Bqnitiunque propf^;et. 
Cominus interdum non ullo iuterprete j>a se 205 
Nerronmi invadunt tenons qnatientia iibras, 
SensifenuBque urgent ultro per viscera inotam. 
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LIBER QUARTUS. 



Hactbnub haud segnis Naturse arcana retexi 
Mnsonun interpres, primusque Britanna per airva 
Romano liquidum deduxi flumine rivum. 
Cum Tu opere in medio, spes tanti et causa Jaboris, 
Linquis, et eetemam fati te condis in umbram! 5 
Vidi egomet dim> graviter concussa dolore 
Pectora, in alterius non iinquam' lenta dolorem; 
£t laDguere oculos vidi, et pallaecere amantem 
Vultum, quo nimquam Pietas nisi ram, Fidesque, 
AltuH amor Veri, et purnm spirabat Honestum. 10 
' Visa tamen tardi demiim inclementia morbi 
Cessare est, reducemque itertun nweo ore Solutem 
Speravi, atque una tecum, dilecte Favoni .' 
Crednlus heu longos, ut quondam, fallere Soles : 
Heu spes nequicquam dulces, atque irrita vota ! 15 
Heu mestoB Soles, sine te quoe dticere flendo 
Per desideria, et questus jam ct^or inaneg ! 

At Tu, sancta anima, et noetri non indiga lucifis, 
Stellajiti templo, slncerique aetheris igne, 
Unde orta es, fruere ; atque 6 si secura, nee ultra 20 
Mortalis, notoa oFun miserata laborer 
Respectea, tenuesque vacet ct^oscere curas ; 
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S3tJ OBAV a POEMS. 

Humanam si forte altS de sede procellam 
C<mtetnp1ere, metus, Htimulosque cupidinis acres, 
Oftudiaque et gemitua, parvoque in corde tumultum 
Irarum ingentem, et savos sub pectore fluctus ; 26 
Respice et has laciyinas, memori quas ictns amore 
Fundo; qnod possom, juxta lugere sepulchnim 
Dnm juvat, et mutee vana htec jactare lavillffi. 



END OP VOL. I. 
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